1. Entrance of and Dialogue between Imperial officer and Ohaku
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An imperial officer explains the history of the hand drum belonging to Tenko
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and delivers the Emperor’s order to Ohaku, who is the father of the executed
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boy, Tenko. The imperial order says to Ohaku to come to the palace to beat
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Tenko’s hand drum since it does not make any sound.
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Imperial Officer D
Before you is a man serving the Emperor of the Later Han Dynasty B

N
&

WENSEOTH A

in China. Now, there is a couple somewhere in this country, whose
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names are Ohaku and Obo. The couple had a child named “Tenko

(celestial hand drum).” The child was given this name because

when she gave birth to him, his mother dreamed that a hand drum
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descended from the celestial world and resided in her womb. After
the child’s birth, a real hand drum fell from the celestial world.
This drum made an exquisite sound, which moves anyone and fills
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them with joy. The rumor about this hand drum has caught the
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Emperor’s ear, and His Majesty ordered Tenko to offer the drum
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to his palace. Tenko, however, refused to present it and hid in a
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mountain with the drum. Yet there is no land where the control
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of the Emperor does not reach. Investigators were dispatched
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to find Tenko, and he was drowned in the waters of the Rosui
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River. Tenko’s hand drum was taken to the palace and placed in
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the Unryukaku Hall in Epang Palace. Since then, although the
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Emperor has had many people beat the hand drum, it has never /V % 5‘%— Je)
resonated. The Emperor therefore guessed that the drum mourned < Edl I 3 1
s - A ) e
its separation with the owner and refused to sound. His Majesty 5 é S L
then ordered Tenko’s father, Ohaku, to come to beat it. Now,  am VAS < AU VEN 3 VA
in a rush to go to Ohaku’s house as an imperial messenger. oW H T 7= %z A
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Ohaku  Until when will this old man live in this ephemeral world like a
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dew drop? Even after this autumn ends, will I still remain alive?
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Ohaku  Iheard that Confucius burnt his heart with the flame of sorrow B -~ N > o |3 5 T 1k 7 ng) AL >k
for the loss of his son, Liyu. Bai Juyi outlived his child and it e Z H 13z H VAR H W oKk ! 49
held a grudge against the medicine left by the pillow after the 7 g Q E 9 w A Z E R L ERe
child’s death. Even those great figures, who are the founder of 5 752 %E % 7bi i B & 75 é D 7 7:2 E
Confucianism, which teaches you humanity and wisdom, or a ,%), Ck‘\ 56 - ;‘ < % ¢i V)o Zj % }%L 7‘2; j‘,;
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master of Chinese poetry, suffer from the loss of their children. I = ¥ Vo2l o ® z n z ﬁﬁ 1% 2\
should not be blamed by lamenting the death of my son. Thinking < 18 5 Itk VA < 9 % JL J=A 5z
in this way, I cannot hold my extreme sadness and endlessly shed b5 = v R + % L & =z . < D D
tears that moisten my sleeves all the time. % R Ve Z % R, % D 75: TH:
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Ohaku  Although I made up my mind not to think about my son, I cannot 75o 7:\ ??) z? 7 g 3 03 S ’c&f} £ &
give him up. My life exists neither in a dream nor in reality. How i A N e LL‘; N 75 % fE D)
rending it is to live in such way in this world after losing one’s son! Zoywyo O D PR 5 1R Iz -
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Ohaku When I go to sleep in order not to remember him, his face comes % 7% D % b 7 *A g n 8
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up in the darkness. The mind trying to forget would be deeper < ° s x z ¥ Vg -
than the one trying not to forget. I am extending my sad life while Vo ﬁ? 2 5 5 5 3 t\ 5
wondering what I am living for. It is reproachful now that I just 5 D Z oz Z Vi : 2y e
lengthen my own survival. Z o & & # 1;.2 D 4
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Officer ~ Hello, is Ohaku there? Zb) I 7 o N A Iz 5
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Ohaku  May I ask who is speaking? L g < FIR 5 3 T % ®F °
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Officer Here is an imperial order for you. P ° % % ﬂi A L 7z
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- . i hat it is about?
Ohaku  Itis such an unexpected thing. May I ask w . . 2x 5
gr = v YR EFXI E
Officer Well, Tenko’s hand drum was taken to the palace, but it never D é—_ é NN D 0o 7~ it 1= N r
made a sound even though the Emperor ordered various people c?i é; ;—E pS L = R L = ° R [
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to play it. The Emperor guesses it must lament the sepzilratlon with 7 i’f - n oz T o LA I §
the owner, so His Majesty ordered the owner’s father, Ohaku, to Vo F‘Fﬁ FEﬁ < 5 ~')O i:_ = C g( “Jﬁ:- E g; s
visit the palace. Hurry to respectfully visit the palace. 0) b o) %% 1()3 71%52 ?5) Eb\ D v R E%: H
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Ohaku Although I respectfully accept the imperial order, how can such a 2 ‘g L I 2 1,# = L e E B, VoD
humble old man beat the hand drum, which does not make sound 5 . S L < % L ﬁ £ IZ gj
even by His Majesty’s order? Oh no, I see the point. His Majesty ) A o & :i S %j) 0}:) %, l,f
would also kill me, the father of the boy who disobeyed an impe- ® 2 SRR s A [§ 7%: o Z
rial order. Yet it cannot be helped. This aged man is satisfied with A3 o \ 2 ) %\ ? 20 5> n L
even being killed for the sake of my son’s failure. I'll never regret 0?)‘ ?:E . ¥ L g *)j 7 ;é ZI—: °
it. I will come with you now. W i > D Vo9 28 {ﬁ: ]
5 : 2207 g T
Officer  No, no, you misunderstand. His Majesty only wants you to beat I b - D C ﬁ% E % -
. ~N = N k"\
the hand drum. It is the order just for it. Hurry and come to the n E{;{ ég 7}% i%; ;; o 2 e X
palace. E 7% T ?;T g Z It T v % Y
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Ohaku  Even if  am accused, ;2 N X e W g N 7 < 2
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Whether he is accused or not, it does not change his suffering. v = k\ § { i %‘% D 7 A >

Yes, for the remembrance of his son, he respectfully would enjoy ;C) 0% z Ey:) 75) k ° Fﬂ'gi )

giving His Majesty a glance. . E D 3T D v o9 g -
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sincerely plead for His mercy not to push such an old man further.
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Officer  Although I understand what you mean, why don’t you try first? If
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Ohaku, who comes to the imperial palace, was rushed to strike the celestial et Z i éé ;) %’b ?)—? ’b"‘)‘ 1H %
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hand drum. Although he determined his mind to beat it, he pleads for his Al D 13 T £ - [ES A
) ﬁzlat‘ Vi 3{
sorrow before starting. ’<\ Eﬁ o o) JFE Ay 5
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Officer  Since he hurried, the father has arrived at the palace so soon. 7R kR <. ES f; 3l
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Ohaku  Although I followed the order of the Emperor and came here, I : ES) L £
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it does not make a sound, then we will accept the inevitable. Well
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Ohaku I have no choice. Following the imperial order to beat the hand %Egg H 7 L
drum, if it makes a sound, it will surely the remembrance of my BE: 5 %)o - Cf}
son. Saying so, for the first time in my life, I, an aged man, step into D, * z % n =
the palace beautifully illuminated by the evening moon. W% ;i‘ ) b z
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Reciters  Asa man who has lived for so long, I shall beat the hand drum L % 2 iy % H
fallen from the heavens. < A T 7 IR >
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Reciters A person is wont to look along a shallow riverbed producing only % <y H - 1= L
pebbles. The person has never looked into a gulf producing jade. < fj’ e T IC%)
Such a man never has a chance to know the place where a black % 8: (O3 i E
dragon, the bearer of gems, coils itself. N % ig 1S
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Ohaku This life is the only chance for us to be temporarily tied as paren ] ) - - ﬁ no4 ﬁ ¥
and child. Z g j{ %: l e B = z2 2 F a
Reciters  The suffering from parting from my dear one is deep. I'hold a H % S f) L;i Yg :’: 5 D A 751 b % c:\

inst the person who should not be blamed, and lament 7 & D = 5 - 3 Vo L
grudge aga p . dark VAR RRRAS HH n B B Z 7 voB .
for myself who should not feel woe. I drown myself in the darkness S oz % » b -0 ‘C\_ @ 5 % n 1‘_[:[‘
of wavering. This is why I float myself in between the waves ,Of o Lo e A " %ﬂ 7( ¥ 2 )
incarnation. How long will my attachment to the son continue? o N B N n g (A X < X & £

reinca . " [% 1z % L e = =]
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Ohaku It is said that such an obsession will last for a long time, and % @ ‘E Z B P 3) ¢ E P ,;EE[
S o 3 =
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Reciters I will go under the sea of sufferance. OS5 # & fl;i% H: g Lown ¢ 5
i ing in the sky must ¢ ﬁl’ ey 53 TS E‘VCZ A oo Al O)
Reciters  Even beasts running on the ground and birds flying in the sky N , % o 2 1‘2’ S {A 5 3) F%% ¥ ﬁ
know the affection of parents and child. Even I am a human who }53 ? z IJL‘\ ;(E :Z:): & 3 E |- n f
knows the nature of Buddha. If I cannot b?come a buddha in tl‘us 1 g é-/ & %\ Z 0= ﬁﬁﬁ é:) o AIE L
life, when can I reach Paradise, after crossing the ocean and going 7 2 éc %\ it L % A1 Jj: e Z
beyond the mountains of suffering to repeat life and death? 7 g N T 2 DS 2 o i
Vv k5 $n W %
Ohaku A proverb says the affection of a parent and child is a cangue ‘ ) VA E OI)J f73>\ 2 S %[] D 7 n
because it chains down our motivation to go to enlightenment in ;}; ;,bz o ?'/L % 2w 5 ggyz ;:9 ﬂ(‘é
this life. 2 ‘F? A3 ] 5 D N li <
T oz /% A8 ',% ) Do {QT A ?

Reciters  As is often said, it is really true. For my aged heart, the part from L n - L \ 7_‘)2> EJ z A

my son resonates so sadly. Rain of my tears wet the sleeves of my g) 3 & <\ % E:E é 4 ‘I‘E

coarse clothes. I cannot help it no matter how much I blame my % S . o i A E

fate. With this heart bringing to another world, I will surely be o “ﬁ z 3}/'?5 35: % s E "

accused of sin. It will happen because I just stay alive. I reproach X ?& D 2 73;) bR ° 4 ) 'E‘

myself living with this ambiguous mind, which makes it even hard ’I‘E v i (E. > ‘b ¥ é A
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to beat a hand drum. L 3 ¥ < VAN
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When Ohaku beats the hand drum, urged by the officer, strange to say, a % }%L D D ? W C < % e v 1/1: %
blessed sound resonates. The Emperor, who is impressed and sheds tears, is- = I I 5] 5 2 T = 7§ 1T
sues an imperial order to comfort the soul of Tenko by a memorial ceremony 7t ,/Jj% v’) v>) D T M, > ) 3 < % )
with music. - B i i \7[5 = ] f::’ L‘ %g] & » =
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Reciters  The hand drum to tell the hour has already beaten. Old man, stop S v v > w o 2 ZFVJ : )

crying and beat the hand drum now. Ly PR I%h% 2n < I3 i 2E ; d
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Ohaku A, yes. This was an imperial order in awe. With my life, which i 7;2( S % b R 1@ g g

will not continue much longer, I shall hurry to beat the drum. E ik EU: §) 7%) ]2‘ 02 §: n >
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Reciters  He does not know if he can beat it or not. The old man living with liElﬁ ig o ° 3 ¥ x
oncoming age approaches the hand drum. The evening moonlight A9 o B N EE‘
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illuminates the old man standing by the drum. % g 2 gj J:\ 'E,
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Ohaku  The Unryu Hall’s bright ... L 7,,:0 i N < N
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Reciters ... stairs as beautiful as jade — that is what he walks up. Z Y % % 7
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Ohaku  He goes forward on the floor as beautiful as jade, éi % = H 1)) £}
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Reciters  The steps of the old man are weak. He steps forward just as if T N - H b

walking on thin ice. When he beats the hand drum full of such D & 5 3 ¢ N

anxiety, how miraculous is the result! The drum starts to make a ¥eOFr Iz o 53 W

clear sound, purifying the heart. The Emperor is impressed by the ? E 37 5—]; ;‘r 5

tone which represents the tie between father and son, and he gives ?; ;C 2 %ﬂ g }%
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Tenko Story

Officer  Old man, just now, the hand drum made a sound. As His Majesty
is truly moved with pity for it, he will give you great gifts. He has
also announced that he will host a memorial ceremony with music
for Tenko to console the boy’s soul. Feel at ease now and return
home.

Ohaku How wonderful it is! Now, I will return home.

4. Dialogue between the Officer and His Retainer

The retainer recalls and talks about the execution of Tenko, and reports to the
imperial officer that he sent Ohaku home. The officer orders the retainer to

gather musicians for the memorial ceremony.

5. The Buddhist Ceremony with Orchestral Music

The Emperor pays a visit himself to the bank of the Rosui River where Tenko
drowned. The officer narrates the scenes of the Buddhist memorial ceremony
with music.

Officer  Now, to the bank of the Rosui River where Tenko was drowned,
His Majesty goes all the way. The celestial hand drum is placed just
as it was in the palace. His Majesty orders assort various music
instruments to play music and commemorates Tenko with the
memorial service with music. It is such a precious opportunity.

BERR—FILYA b thegg-corn
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surprising that I have to sink in the sea of bitterness, am tossed
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The early autumn sky. The hottest season has already passed, and I x
a cool breeze sweeps through. The evening moon shines strikingly & g 53
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beautiful. The water flows abundantly, and waves wash the bank 8 H N < o A
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6. Dance of the Ghost of Tenko D & A T O ‘cf—, n P Z
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The ghost of Tenko who appears, drawn by the music of the memorial service, :7,'; w LR % < % N
beats his hand drum, dances, and disappears at dawn in a happy vein. D % 28 (LE How l(<) H %
Tenko How grateful the memorial service is! I am the one who was ° N X A5 T A 7z D
A R >
drowned in the Rosui River due to a divine punishment because I TS Jg '/Z’B D W 70 Zi t
disobeyed an imperial order. Therefore even after death, it is not 6 7 c‘; L X 3
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Officer ~ Are you really his ghost? If so, beat the offered hand drum because
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the music of this memorial service is offered to comfort Tenko’s
soul. If the drum resonates, it proves you are truly he himself. Beat
the drum now.

5
about by the waves, and am exposed to continuous tortures in the 'bu; bg {%
hell. However, thanks to this unexpected Buddhist service, I can c“‘\ H = 5 D
rise above the water of the river and be able to become a buddha. I ’[‘% i ) . A A
truly appreciate the pure, serene reign of the Emperor. L 7% Z 33 7K
o € N % E:
3 =il N2
Officer  Such a mystery. On the surface of the water in the middle of the é> E %)l] I 'E',J E.E 7 H
[ - - 5
night, there is someone suspicious. Who is it? Give me your name. 75/) 5 [\l B X N
b 1] N ) e o
Tenko I am the ghost of Tenko. Thanks to the compassionate memorial 2{ A /73? Iz & 2 3/7:
ceremony, I am allowed to appear here. B %’o {iﬂ S x .
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Tenko How delightful! This must be an imperial order. (Saying so, he steps &
f d h by the throne, illuminated by th i e
orwar) somewhere nearby the throne, illuminated by the evening n i B %K s * 2 jEIji % % % <
fmoon. Iz 5 n B 133 A ES L b 727w
aml <o b Y Ex w23
Officer  The exquisite sounds of flute clearly echoes, b 5 = IL% Z % '< = ﬁﬁ L 70 0)
£ L bH I % O BN :
Tenko It is said that in ancient times, Emperor Xuanzong of Tang listened < 0%) 5’) ? I % 75% é - ? bﬁ;
b}
to the dance music of celestial people at the Palace of the Moon. It T 3 E N H 7 'y {/‘L B
must be similar to the scene occurring in front of our eyes today. ) ° n E? & 1% Z
T I 7z L 7 #l Tz
Officer  Celestial people also show up. i YN »» S i3 fiy 27z
f’)i 3 2 i b, T B
Tenko Bodhisattva also = 5 ‘]5 v — el
LB ) Z z io 1
0 7% & 3 L)
Tenko, Officer T 5 Z D) Z <
descend here from the celestial world, we feel. 5 |z [Ty 9 '%' P
I beat the hand drum which came down from the celestial world in o 3 FN L J:O
such an atmosphere. 2\ )\ Kl A A .
) d 2 5 5
. oo I = BE H 3
Reciters  Just as they harmonize with the tone of the hand drum, the waves F 7K z E & <
of the Rosui River also beat the shore peacefully. Accompanying g_-);; 0) D 3} ﬁ% j/L
the waves, the orchestral music of the memorial service repeatedly \IEI’ ‘{EZ 7 A 4 X
plays near the shore. How wonderful. Z’; ;(3 f%’ 2—/ x "
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This is a solemn dance performed with the music of small and large hand Ot OE O oo 3 < F 5 S N % & yo L
drums, a drum, and a flute. The melody imitates the Imperial court’s dance A 2 3y T & 3 J%?\ E@ %%; Ml % » X R N
music, which starts slowly and increases the tempo gradually. This piece 9 P %1 ;‘@ gé\ V) o b = g) ) S ~ {%J \"d? & 3
whose shite is a boy, Tenko, values the bright and airy-fairy atmosphere when ¢ ‘:; Y )\ \F g’\ B 3)\\ Tﬁ?g /ff b: & WF % cl:’ L
the dance is performed. {E x :é’z i L\ f)i jié \,S f D % i— Z < 2) %
N N “C‘s-':‘fi%ﬂ(%zm%iﬁ‘i%,y I P AE g
Tenko Oh, what a joyful time! This is the time... L 1z > 'ﬂ:l: Lo % ;E _’CD & N ﬁ? i} o) H I
FEm TR AEEEL L)y B TE<
Reciters  The season of this pleasurable moment is autumn, suitable for the 2 7= B é n oo 3T = = ' H U E’O %o 7%
music “Shafaraku (Autumn Wind)” The wind which makes passes 7z *ﬁ o i R 11 L g %‘I N > ; . S
through the pine trees sweeps away the willow leaves. The moon \c;; z Ij% 3 g‘;‘, I i Z)) ;@E P Z 5‘) < 5
sheds its cool light. Tonight reminds me of the night of the Star 15 %J I’D % % ;%3 Z SR D D i z)‘) 2’
Festival, when Altair and Vega meet once a year. “On the night of W ¥ T 5 O oz 5 ?/Iﬂ # {::C IR i A wr
the seventh day of the seventh month, the two stars meet, crossing < 5 _ T 7 n I %?\ ot i = 8 R
the bridge of magpies. On parting, their crimson tears dye the VAN s fil 32 ° é %—ﬁ 0 z u:\ ° B
white feathers of the magpies. The wind blowing in front of the i ;&) gé % /)O N g "(% é—l?l;ﬂ: ]:Jéz "y Z; s
house where the couple has stayed turns to a cold autumn breeze” % £ X EJ = @ D R D T_[‘)( E 'EC ?F
Just as this says, in the scenery before us, crimson foliage covers z % i < K D ES i< . = %g §< 2 » %
the foot of a bridge. The night matures with the cool breeze. It is 9 N @ o1z K E s i T s 2 < % 7
time to play “Yahanraku (Midnight music)” In the human world, E 7N 7w T CC; DF 9 & Iz Z ﬁ%
rivers flow north to south. The stars show respect to Polaris. In Z ':Lé. F, 3& ”I A E HH %%!E; 5: D ﬁ
the Milky Way, clouds float like waves. On earth, at the dike of the f: i = 'g; {EZ ‘J; }%i;l‘ %q\ }%{ ﬁi X EH} e
wavy Rosui River, Tenko recites poems to the moon, plays with the ﬁi a w z ?L.Z ﬂj/lt % £ A ?ﬁ) o) ;jc: Ie
water, strikes waves and swings his sleeves as he enjoys dancing. z 3 B8 D b A< % % Y L N b\
The time for night music and dance has passed. The bell tolls for D H S 9 RO Y 3 U f D
the dawn. With the morning call of a cock, the day starts to break. L & 005 Lz I » E £ k @2 [6) )
The hand drum to notice time is beat six times to tell you the 3 5 & D E GE') ;!l-/t E A\ E 9 s J?Q 7
dawn. The number reminds us of the six worlds of the wheel of life. %%2 :‘E_ t Z‘L% % ZI,?; 1%2 E =] Zi % ?; )
Seemingly attracted by the sounds of the hand drum, Tenko beats B2 I;I? o H Iz ®H Tg: %% Zg g i ;j\
his drum again. Although it looks like he did, his figure disappears n Z 01 2/ o2 (L )0§) B 7 5 % in
like a phantom, between reality and dream. N7 o ;,Eé [@ }‘? N ﬁ'; 2 2 g L b
% >0 » 3 5 o % & L A
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Tenko

Synopsis

In the Later Han Dynasty in China (AD 25-220), “Tenko” (a celestial hand drum), a child given
to the couple of Ohaku and Obo, has a mysterious background story. His mother, Obo, had a dream
that a hand drum fell from the celestial world and resided in her womb when she was pregnant
with her baby. Soon after Tenko was born, a hand drum which makes unbelievably ethereal sounds
actually fell from the celestial world Tenko was raised with this hand drum.

The sound of the celestial hand drum was exquisite and moved people and filled them with
joy. The rumor about the hand drum reached the Emperor, and His Majesty called for the drum to
be brought to him. However, since Tenko rejected his request and hid with the drum, the Emperor
captured Tenko and drowned him in the Rosui River. On the other hand, the hand drum was
brought to the palace, and many musicians tried to play it. But it stopped making a sound perhaps
due to the death of its previous owner, Tenko. Since no one can resonate it, the Emperor sends
an imperial messenger to call Tenko’s father Ohaku to have him beat the drum. While Ohaku
understands that if he cannot make the sound he too will be killed, he visits the palace and beats
the hand drum having the love to his son in his mind. Then, the drum reverberates with a heavenly
sound.

The Emperor is impressed and rewards Ohaku and sends him home. Then he decides to hold a
memorial ceremony with orchestral music on the banks of the Rosui River in order to pray for the
repose of Tenko’s soul. On the day of the memorial ceremony, when the Emperor visits the River, the
ghost of Tenko appears and beats his fond hand drum. With the orchestra, he dances a spell with
joy. The ghost of Tenko joyously dancing disappears in between waking and dreaming when day
breaks at the first gray of dawn.

Highlight

This piece mainly describes the love and lament of Ohaku for the loss of his doomed son, Tenko,
in the first half. On the other hand, in the second half, it focuses on describing the free and vigorous
spirit of Tenko, a mystic figure who plays with art. From the first half to the second half, shite
changes from an old man to a child. With this unique and dramatic contrast, the drama entwines
another “Tenko,” the mysterious hand drum in its storyline. As the result, this piece was honed to an
enchanting, highly artistic story.

"Tenko” is another name for the Cowherd Star, which appears in the Star Festival (tanabata).
Considering the mysterious birth of Tenko, he might be an incarnation of a celestial body. The ghost
which appeared by the Rosui River is described as a spirit who is free from any worldly emotion,
such as grudges or affection.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

All five schools
the fourth group noh, yigakumono
Zeami (according to one tradition)

None

Autumn (July)

maeba
nochiba

in the Later Han Dynasty, China, at Ohaku’s house and the Emperor’s palace
On the bank of the Rosui River (a fictional river)

kakkodai (a rack for a hand drum)

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Waki

Ai

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite

Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Waki

Number of scenes Two
About 1 hour and 30 minutes

Length

Ohaku

The ghost of Tenko

Imperial officer

Servant of the Imperial officer

Akobujo, Koushijo, Kojo
Daji, Jido

jo-kami (wig for old man’s character), mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono),

kitsuke / kogoshi-atsuita (thickly-woven kimono with small check pattern) or muji-noshime
(noshime style kimono with no pattern), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan. Also uses shiro-tare (a
white wig for an old man) and tébéshi (Chinese hat) in some cases.

along black wig, kitsuke / nuihaku or atsuita karaori, hangiri (a type of hakama), atsuita
karaori in tsuboori style or lined happi-style kimono, koshi-obi, and t6-uchiwa (fan in Tang
Dynasty style).

kitsuke / atsuita, shiro-6kuchi (hakama in okuchi-style (white)), sobatsugi, koshi-obi, and a
fan.
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