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Awazu no Saburo, who returns to Kyoto, reports to Kiyotsune’s wife that
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her husband drowned himself. Out of grief, the wife returns her husband’s o
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I would go back to Kyoto, after a long voyage beyond wave after
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Saburo  The man before you is Awazu no Saburo, serving Master bt X ft B
Kiyotsune, the left lieutenant general. My lord, Master Kiyotsune, 7z Y Z D

lost his battle in Kyushu. He understood that it would be impos- n Jdi L %

sible for him to return to Kyoto, and so he preferred to kill himself hy ;)L ;C) =

rather than being killed by some minor foot soldier. He threw
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himself into the water from a boat off the shore of Yanagi-ga-ura
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in Buzen Province on a night with the bright moon. When I later
looked into this boat, I found he had left some of his hair for

remembrance. I am heading to Kyoto with it.
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Saburo  Although I have had to live in shabby rural areas recently, it turns
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Saburo  However, the capital city is totally different from the time when 3 ;% A #h
the Heike reveled in glory. It is a melancholic autumn dusk, the g: L i ;;
season when my traveling attire dampens in the drizzling rain. ~ < T
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Kiyotsune Story

Saburo  Since I hurried, I've already reached Kyoto.

Saburo  Excuse me, could I have someone’s help? Awazu no Saburo has just
arrived from Kyushu. Would you please tell them so?

Kiyotsune’s Wife
What? Did you say Awazu no Saburo? No intermediate is neces-
sary. Please come closer. Now, what brought you here today?

Saburo My Lady, I have brought news which makes me hesitate to raise
my head before you.

Wife What news could make the messenger uncomfortable in keeping
his head up? Could it be that Master Kiyotsune entered the priest-
hood?

Saburo  No, he has not.
Wife I heard that he was safe at the battle in Kyushu recently.

Saburo  Yes, he was. Although he survived the battle in Kyushu, he must
have decided that he would never be able to return Kyoto. While
fighting battle after battle, he maybe thought his choice was better
than being killed by someone else. He threw himself into the water
from a boat off the shore of Yanagi-ga-ura in Buzen Province in the
middle of a moonlit night and he is no longer in this world.
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Wife What!? Did he drown and killed himself...? B 2 =
. . 0 Z z T L b 0 ] R B> 72 z
Wife What a reproachable thing to do! If he had died in a battle or of ) o X oo = e b b o P
sickness, I could resign myself as it could not be helped. But, ah, | L w9t H T o 7 B MG 58
he drowned himself... He promised me to return for sure. He was iz A R C:.\ Z % R IR Kl 5
lying when he said that! Even if I criticize his dishonesty, there is s fif <\ D ?g\ e %\ O b R E&EI L 2 3/3:
no point in doing so as he is not in this world any longer. Oh, how < ;E W C;): Y% );:' A ? % % /LL;\ % )o ’C\ "
saddening. B% FwEEH o L hWHE H U
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Reciters  All things in this world are transient. Even the promise between a ¥ N Yy 3 Gk =4 L &+ 2 N }’Q VS
couple is fragile. g‘;i L % % 2)‘ 5:\: {g j; L: ; g "C\ U: CQ
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Reciters  This house has avoided people’s attention recently. When I cried, é?‘ é % s)) é: ‘jl): %ﬁ 7% }i g:\ %— ]2: é’;
I even killed my voice, just as the wind quietly sweeping through X 2 » oI ) 25 o Z s Vi -~
stalks of silver grass growing by the fence. Now, for whom shall 73 N 23 °h L o 9 7 /ﬁ\ ] 5 D
I behave with modesty? Now why shall I shed silent tears? Until ° I 2 H D T éf coe % =0 n T
the dawn when the pale morning moon hung in the sky, I will 17 S| E’ & % Z =% D 7;;— j;
cry all night long like a little cuckoo, without hiding my status as [&/ [?; f)ﬁl :; %‘% N 2’ w g) =
Kiyotsune’s wife. Without hiding his name, I shall just cry and cry < %i\ o7 8 1Z IR }’ﬁ - )
through the night. = % T R > 'y F i D
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Saburo ~ When I checked inside his boat, Master Kiyotsune left a lock of Lz 7% B l’.\ _\ & %)\ ¥ % )
his bound hair as a keepsake. Could you please look upon it and % S_ \J A | ;6) b & 752
comfort your heart? % %L % 07; @%T :o 0%) j;, ?‘L
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’s hair? Looking at such a thing, I see nothing < < % Hi v) = 7 :\\ 5 ;—; iig PN
Wife Is this my master Sdhaflr. e and feel like fainting. My sorrow eveIn 1,’) g B D A ’cxyj o I g“ g e ; ) ':F'
s ahead of m . henever - e |3 = l UL D g P
o dark: e“sSince the hair increases my pensiveness wer who must & A b‘ Lé %j; | ) H o g g v E{ to %
increases. ) . it to its owner, > |1 Z i 1B D o ES g
, I'will return i ) o yi) - J\ -
see it, with unbearable It):tlendeity of Usa Hachimangu in Tsukushi! S E R ;J?L );fj’ 5 fh Z E % 3: 0[3 R B
now be enshrined near ) E" I JAP <]>: 1z F D i D H EL; éf % %
Hachimangu Shrine. A SR £ C 5 e 3 i L o5 >
he returns his hair to Usa Ha n o H =4 FRC A S A 7170
Reciters ~ Reading the poem, she r husband after the event and sheds tears Xk ¥ A % %Z’ 2 A % 5 00\
isses her husban o illow while L. 2 & V) T Sl
However, she m‘ ht. She changes the direction of her pillo ) 9 3‘( 3 H - K = 5{
through every night. ears to her in a dream. She hope ? - i‘: v ﬂ/L ’t < L g o) @
raying that he will at least app know her longing heart. i B oIS = % B 7 D {
y i lets her beloved husband kn s & 9 ° IS4 % % H
that the pillow le h D oo b e D o 2L 9
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2. Kiyotsune Appears 0>) b % ’E N ¥ 'éé n 5
irit of Kiyotsune appears. 7 D - B Wz oz AE g
. s wife’s dream, the spirit o Y P 7 2] 5o o 5 I
In Kiyotsune . However, Iz L % TN F 2
: themselves in dreams. “p oL Bl 5 LERES #t & ZAS
ne It is said that saints never indulge hat a dream is not a truth. If pa % o ¥z % Nz h
i . a N N
Kiyotsu any ordinary person is fully aware tha r eye, even the enormous :él;,? 'I;)i %: Iz 1 < x* flléﬁ z N
. is i u ) N N
a speck of dust of ambivalence is in yo ithout ambivalence in your < E') EJP A - 03 @ B
1d seems small. On the contrary, wi he world which U T n *ﬁ Z 3; R 3
;Vor ts, even the tiny space seems enormous. is also a dream. Our ¥ o ¥ » é: 0%)) 7? gg‘ ]<L %g i’;
earts, : 1S a >
. d wistfulness 4 1| £ e
seems to be filled with regre;;:se are as transient as clouds and 70 % g: 7 o 0> 3 ’fﬁ% A T
. just illusions. hs, I am ° 5 ? 2 ﬁ: )
sufferings are just i re of these truths, s BN < 8 >
ater: Although | thought | was fully aware go back and forth i 55w o % R+
hOme in this wo ~ N < ﬁ% % ;I’i P = /\Z
till attracted by my : ind is. D 7 , > 3 8
zvandering in a dream. How fragile my min D T W» . 7503 1w x 3 7k
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Kiyotsune “I started to rely on such a transient dream since I dreamt of my £ £
lover while dozing” . . N .
Jh 5) 9 ¥ 7? /73 L e ;)C fife A z X 3
. I . . (RS Iz Z z T 9 7 A g
Kiyotsune (Just like this poem,) Oh my dear wife! Here is your husband, B O Iz Ly W % 7 AEE 3 > oax g i+ ;::
Kiyotsune. Vo F 25 Z | =S - 3 9 B 7 e ;5: 1/5‘
T e < 23 E cegc Koowm
Wife How mysterious. Whom I see while I am drowsing for a moment fik % k2 L B é Iz w 3% %)‘ 7o | g 7
is surely Master Kiyotsune. I thought he drowned himself, so it is L 9 3 ?, 5 A ook . 7% 0:\ 4 o L
. ; . . D » T & % % L o L b B & - =
impossible to meet him other than in a dream. Even if this is just > % D % R < Vo K o 3 "Z:j =
IR . [ N i
a dream, I am so grateful that he has appeared. However, you gave f% o n L B EC N L% ?E /72\
your life up before completing the given life, which means you 1z X 7 L % »  H oo o L c H
made a false promise to me. I am resentful for that reason. 5~ = D < ¥ D 8 ¥ T 4 U
LN ﬁ, = N =~ l/ b} L T
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Kiyotsune If you blame me as such, I too want to blame you. Why did you 7; l<’ Z‘):‘ - i ;JZI j; ;g —éiF % f X T X
. L1 \ lc : - N [
return the lock of my hair I left as a keepsake, wishing you to keep ¢ = B n o oo I 2 N %
it with you? H 5 W% 7 N S5 7 < 5 {za .
% 7 A F D Fh DT o ® N
Wife Oh no, I returned it because seeing it was too much to bear. When % b L o 752 e D Fx I Iz VoD 3
I returned the lock of your hair, I read a poem, “Since the hair I/E ;E: i < ‘Iié) ui b i& % ﬂé D
increases my pensiveness whenever I see it,.. j; &R n D K b\\ =R 7c [
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D = Y S i e 7 ) > P
Kiyotsune I returned it to Usa Hachimangu Shrine” Did you read this because ) 2 o H s w3 %
. . . g £ T D Z
you are bored of seeing me, just as the name of the Shrine? If not, I » c zZ 5 n 2 Iz 1 )
wish that you had kept it close to you so long as you love me, for I 5 A&- n D 22T B T
S it Kb
had my black hair sent to you in vain. L = IR n i =
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Wife You don’t understand my heart. Although you say it is a keepsake = = E= E=
to comfort my heart, seeing your hair disturbs me even more.
Tnhd L - B OB H B b hz
Kiyotsune I reproach you who returned my memento without respecting my ; 77‘:; % i \,E‘ &3‘ % ;7; ;IC) % zé; i,i) ?}
feelings for sending it to you. H T T b X % & B2 1B * X 2 B
ch A LR I 5 5 H B bE Z D
Wife I blame you for killing yourself. X 2 T IR X D n e o 2 G
. /O : ‘/ ) l/ )
Kiyotsune We blame each other, n 2 P 2 N 7 3k 25 L
5 L & O A 2 b Ao
Wife and lament the misfortunate of each self. N = G T e z 7 n 9
A T z < % %
Kiyotsune This is all because of this lock of hair as a keepsake. The existence % %\ 2 g ?f %: W% GT) %)
. . () A o) -
of remembrance rather increases the pain. 2 v T ° ! H, ¥ ¥
72 o ] F = o
Wife This painful black hair as a keepsake Yoz A N W= L
z K T8 L %
Reciters  is reproachful just for existing there. And yet we blame each other 9 TR o 7:\_: &l
and cannot stop shedding tears. We were supposed to pillow our 'EEHt‘ E3 ﬁ m E )
heads on each other’s arms tonight. But because of own resent- Z ﬁ f‘) j?) % 7%3
ment, we turn our backs to each other just as if we were sleeping S ﬂ:} 5% T N &;
alone. How sad! Truly, such a remembrance rather increases the < H ow Z D
pain. Without it, I can be free from the memory for a while. But o L R 5) i
the remembrance reminds me of him. The memory brings me g % ‘f\ ﬁ; % %‘
tears to wet my sleeve. My sleeves will soak in tears. noc ¥ % TiE! 5
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3. Kiyotsune Tells His Story
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Kiyotsune narrates how he decided to kill himself. ) {IF% 0%) ? N e % 5t
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Kiyotsune Let me tell you why I decided to end my life. Would you cease b = . * I T b I 1; Y
from this and cast aside your resentment? z)o 23 ¥ & H 23 L i e ol
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Kiyotsune We heard that the enemy would rush to attack the castle at F i Hii N D -
Yamaga in Chikuzen Province where we were holding up. We ] = N5 D T 7z e
~ g
therefore just took off with only the barest necessities to sail our 5 e b B TN it
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small boats all night and arrived at Yanagi (willow) in Buzen D @ i) '03) ;%
Province. Pt :///b h 2 H HZ.E;
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Reciters  That place truly represents its name, the bay with the line of wil- S 7z 5N =
low trees. Under the trees, we established a temporary residence b ) A %\
for the Emperor. Jo=S A w IJJ: -
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Kiyotsune After that, the Emperor would visit Usa Hachimangu Shrine to S 2: 1[;'1% ¢
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Wife If I say this, it might sound like I'm still blaming you, but the =
Emperor was still (?n the. throne. No matter what y.ou say, it is X B X & o T b 2z 5 T J
unacceptable to vainly give your life up, before seeing through the = n b s x4 > 7 m = E S
future of his reign and of the Heike clan. X Jg L (\3)\ g n o z 7,:0 Iz ° A H i
I S A S z T b T
Kiyotsune Yes, you are right. However, an oracle was given, which could be ES) T & £ 5 E F z n =1 T% E'.\
seen as a proof of our hopeless future in this world. I will tell you N - & L X z Ak n \{) %i i%L ,
i i b AR = o\ % il & 7
about it. Please listen carefully. ) c 2 A % B 5 LR
. o) =
= Ry R (e AT T h %
Reciters ~ We visited Usa Hachimangu Shrine for prayer, devoted ourselves g /{:)E\ h 7(;_,\ o ,?b i.;{ ,)\ 3 L 2 A
in making various requests. Despite our numerous sincere prayers, ?Z D T 7 @ B % F D ,?)
the oracle we respectfully received from behind the embroidered o % = § E = L\ %: 7§i j:)L i !5
silk curtain of the holy treasury of the shrine was that () = é% Ct 'y %% x 5 g i B 2
> (. -
. b o5y B2 "o o g
Kiyotsune “even the deity of Usa cannot give the hand of salvation for the £ H < 77:@ N X X o 3 2oz
suffering in this transient world. What are you devotedly praying i< < f 5 ¥ A ~ AT it
g 55 ‘f 02— Cu. b g N 7)— < -
for here in Tsukushi?” % h :Iz-b'“ e olj% %)? 5 oD /f * <
R D QN Z
A h M ER G
Reciters  “Despite the current sufferings, I have believed that my heart LC A i? 5 b % i 5 7 o
would regain its strength. But it finally weakens as the song of * = s /\v S H T
crickets fades at the end of autumn” 73 n )’g L)\ % D A o Al
T < 5 3 H 20 gt
. . 5 7 LS 2 o D YARONE S
Kiyotsune Even the deities and Buddha = & z L 75 %/::\ ? 922
o - B < 7
i 5 S 75 1,—{ O A
2z ¥z 5 = »oE
& 7 5 2 E L  HoT
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. Recognizing the truth, all the . _ - H & # 7 72 ﬁ
Reclters - completely abando“k"“rl Clarleree ztag;;gered and lamely accompanied L X kk AN ha e % F :J:_l E jﬁ?ﬁ D H D 7o & D
i nw NN > Z , < ° .
members of the Heike .C a . he willow trees from Usa 5o F 5 7 D - =B 2 b < 9 &
the Emperor back to his residence under the wi T T ¥ b 7 Zr=z D oho YD L&
Hachimangu Shrine. It was such a pitiful scene. ¢ E’E;‘ B ok 5 Tg g < B S K oL A% i. 5 ;@_
- ¥ g > S
. Kz = I M < B E s E 2D < - i
Reciters  In time we heard that our foe would head to Nagato irowzcet R Zﬁ = % % ,1;[; i::IIO: ® 5 o T &K %ﬁ 173 L’ﬁ\; {\7/ H>
ked on boats and left with no destina- o & 2 F N P T w2 L D
nearby. We therefore embar < heart < 5 < \F > @ o n < n
. ; ble from the bottom of his heart. Py Hj ‘E S %ﬁ L N 7& i E N
tion in mind. Each one felt misera L i f - L T C Bl S ~ v DL ﬁ 7% ENES
. i lendid flourish in the spring o 7= o 7 Zf/L L Ly E‘ m] Y / ﬁ - E
This world is truly transient. Our sp ) ° T B o\ JF S v < O i -
in the autumn of Juei, W 52 T DO < w7 VT B
dy become the past. Today, in t S 3 E > < /- ! 5 %) L
Hogen has alrea y . llen leaves. It is probably because ‘a: N - g TS IF’: /_L‘\ ) cj—; (ﬁ {% ﬁ b ‘(“ :—: T
our clan is scattered about like fallen ‘ q % 9 E; = % # L oo 1x ) 5 I
0 an uneasy, small boat, just as a leaf floate T A £ H I ‘ vt . w ¥ T 0 I =
had to surrender t Y; . a X 1z T JFH O Y & 5 7
we the waves heightened by autumn winds traveling 1z % H}‘E A L n b B R S T oL b 7 7 2
R Bay looked like the foe chasing us. Finding a N R %) ;b; 2 B G N ) G N % T;bﬁfl % ?{ n
over Yanagi-ga-ura Ba . K it D tf et 3 5 N i r:_{ El« R £ N
; ts on the beach far away, we mistook S ° 5 Z h E M I 1A g 7z
pine tree covered by egre trembled. =) WO o I R o P
ji with white flags, and our heart tre AR ) os V- 7 K =
for a large army of Genji wit hen 1 3 e S T N D I L
. ; inated in my heart. When » ﬁ o < 7K > %/' > X
Reaching that point, I, Kiyotsune rumin 7 o 7z D S S N
cjnsider the unforgettable order of the world as the oracle of the s %ﬂ ]%\ Z;Ct ?? F § ko Z fz 7;; % %‘%ﬁ
: i ly the Bodhisattva alone protects WV S 7 n e 0T E B o
Great Bodhisattva Hachiman, truly ‘ S H L O <
. le but not give favor to the arrogant Heike people. I was oo 7\2 7K o 2 R ) 7:5; &) ] a5
honest people bu g D T Wk L # = D N2z T B X K T ?\ )
obsessed with this idea. X m » < § % > ¥ K FE 5 D b /0) .
) & 3 R OH 5 2 = ok o % 1l
d f dew, which would g £ T O 1=t X H O % Yo TR A
. ife ic li [0} ) g Z -
Kiyotsune I cannot do anything. My life is like a drop 0 %’ [§ }/‘)—% £ & 75:\ \_A & j/,l' > J>: %\ — °© p} N\ %‘j{
eventually disappear. {;1 tLb 99 é /np% Cf i&s cz 3N - \ %
. , Tk > o i X R i
Reciters  Why shall I choose to cling to a floating reed? Why shall Lsufler E S e A % é g g llzu) Z N | Al z f:%
clinging to my lingering affection and floating in between waveli C KoY E 2 EZI % R N L TR ;4(:5 s
M B N
on a fragile boat like a floating reed? Rather I should cast myse it R e l< $Y] %) 0§ fllé e f Iz D 0?{ N ;Dé P
into the water to end this life. Deciding so, I sought an opportunity iElb YA 7% A IE R » 7 E’ & é EF' /S
into the d I stood on the bow, T 3 2 £ o N D H B Z 7N
ith no emotion on my face. Around dawn, N e IE 24 k) LT
e B L %A M oW AT 5 A E
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pretending to watch the morning moon. I took a flute out from my S

a0

=
EN
R

urge to go to the Pure Land in the West with the sinking moon.
“Namamidabutsu Midanyorai. Please give me your mercy to

Z

waist, played it in clear sound traveling on the ocean, and chanted 3 B i E NG| vk
an imayo poem. Thinking of the way I came and the way I go, 3 2 ") 1)) L z 7
everything is doomed to vanish just like a fragile wave. The past ] % I = > z X <
would only go by and will never come back. Distress will never 3 ] 2 ") ° Z \\
end. This world is also a part of the journey of the flow. There is IS H; % & % T
no looking back. Others may think me insane. But I do not care Ci\ n ,% g; ﬁ
how others judge me. In the nocturnal sky in this temporary world, H A 0w S
the moon started to set in the west. Seeing the moon I felt an D ﬂé D

=l

1

=]

welcome me to your Pure Land in the West” With this last phrase,
I threw myself from the boat and sank to the bottom of the sea,
swallowed by the ebbing tide. How miserable I was, who became a

pitiable, useless being cast upon the water!
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4. Suffering in the Realm of Asura and Kiyotsune’s Thankful Salvation
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Kiyotsune expresses his sufferings in the realm of Asura where he spends
his days in battle. He is however saved by the merit of the invocation of the
Buddha’s name and has become a Buddha at the end.
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Wife Listening to your story, my heart is covered in darkness. I remain

in this world to sink in sorrow, and the rain of tears pours around
my distressed self. What a reproachful matrimonial bond ours is.
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Kiyotsune Do not speak of resentment anymore. The depths of hell and this
world are of the same nature. The pitiful transience of this world
affects everyone in the same way.
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Kiyotsune When I fell into the realm of Asura, all around me,
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Reciters  when I fell into the realm of Asura, it was the world where all the
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trees surrounding me turned into foes. Rain turned into arrows, D> Iz 5‘ I HLEZ D b =
falling on me from the sky. The earth became sharp swords, iz 03‘: R &EHeb T
and a mountain became transformed into an iron castle. The 72:) = E’ “‘l: % ;FCQ > LI%
soldiers trailed flags of clouds, grounded their shields, and lined - % ) Z: :f;'ﬁ ‘2‘ b\ ?g
their swords hardened by their arrogance. Their eyes glared with T /K H O 7 4 I
evil. Human’s earthly desires of attachment, acquisitive mind, AL B B ME fl 13 BE
dissatisfaction, anger, and moaning. These foolish illusions and bf n i T Moz o 5
the truth of enlightenment engage in melee and attack each D 22 S % v n
other just as waves repeatedly beat you. What a horrible scene to 1;[; E % F;i il;i%- Z.\ ﬁq Lji
behold! I showed you my suffering in the realm of the Asura, in D A B 3! ] %
which I reaped my karma for being involved in the naval combat W T 2 B2 %k 1% 7=
in the Western Seas (in Kyushu and Setouchi). But my suffering ,%E' s PE' g % [ ki D
has ended now. I shall bid farewell to you. Saying so, he departs. = 2 7 %)O {)\ I 17) R
Since he calmly repeated the invocation of Buddha’s name in his < /i 2 e B, B, i
last moment, he is allowed to board the boat of buddhahood to = K ﬁi I 7D & 9
- cbouto buddh N N A
aradise. How wonderful! Led by the virtue of his purified heart, D T o D 7N
Kiyotsune has attained the salvation of Buddha. 05 B = R V17 =X j; 5
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KiyOtSune Schools All five

Category shuramono, the second group noh
Author Zeami
. Subject “Genpei-seisuiki (Genpei-josuiki)” and “Heike Monogatari (The Tale of the Heike)”
SynopSIS ) p ( per-) ) g ( )
Season Autumn (September)
. . . . S Kyoto after th ile of the Heike clan, at the h f Tai Kiyot: 's wife.
After the banishment of the Heike clan from Kyoto, Awazu no Saburo, a retainer of Taira no cenes yoto atterthe extle of the Helke clan, at the house of faira no Klyotsune's wite
Kiyotsune from Kyt{shu visits I(lyotsung s wife who lives in obscurlt)f in Kyot.o‘ Saburo brmgs a Characters Shite (lead part) The spirit of Taira no Kiyotsune
report to her that Kiyotsune drowned himself off the shore of Yanagi-ga-ura in Buzen Province . ) ) .
. K X X K g R K Waki (supporting cast) Awazu no Saburo, a retainer of Kiyotsune
(present Moji Ward in Kitakyushu City, and the opposite shore of Hikoshima, Yamaguchi Tsure (companion of lead part)  Wife of Kiyotsune
Prefecture). Kiyotsune’s wife, who is handed her husband’s hair as a remembrance, bears resentment
against him for breaking his promise to reunite and is smitten with sorrow. Then, she returns his Masks Shite Chajé, Imawaka
hair to Usa Hachimangu Shrine (in the present Usa City in northern Oita Prefecture) because Tsure a mask for tsure, such as Ko-omote
holding the remembrance increases her grief.
Costumes Shite kuro-tare (a black wig with hair extending slightly longer than the shoulder),

However, her love of her husband increases even more. When she hopes to see him at least in
her dreams, the spirit of Kiyotsune in armor appears in her dream, and the lovers who never be able
to meet in this life meet in this way. Although they are happy upon their reunion, the wife blames

shiro-hachimaki (a white headband), nashi-uchieboshi (eboshi-style headdress for warriors),
choken or unlined happi, kitsuke / atsuita or nuihaku, hakama in 6kuchi-style (white),
koshi-obi (belt), a sword, and a fan.

her husband, who broke the promise of reunion, and the husband blames his wife’s heartlessness as Tsure kazura, kazura-obi, karaori in “kinagashi"-style, kitsuke / surihaku, and a fan.
she returns his hair to the shrine. They shed tears of resentment. Eventually, the spirit of Kiyotsune Waki kake-su6 (tops of sud), kitsuke / dan-noshime (noshime style kimono with very wide stripes),
tells what happened until he chose to die and explains that he cast himself into the water to go to hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, a small sword, and a fan.
Paradise rather than live in this transient world of never-ending suffering. Furthermore he describes Wearing an amulet case around his neck and wearing a sedge rain hat.
the dismal state in the realm of Asura and is saved by the invocation of the Buddha’s name at the
end. Number of scenes One
Length About 1 hour and 10 minutes
Highlight

This is one of Zeami’s masterpieces, written before renouncing the world, and it is still one of
the representative pieces of shuranoh (Noh about warriors). The drama takes the form of mugen-
noh in which shite, a ghost, appears in his wife’s dream. However, it follows the style of genzai-noh,
which is different in kind from the dual mugen-noh in which the mae-shite is the incarnation of
nochi-shite.

In his writings of “Fashikaden” and “Sando,” Zeami explains how to make shuranoh as it chooses
great warriors of the Genji and Heike clans for the lead part and follows the historical stories, and
includes battle scenes at the end of the piece. Kiyotsune, who chose death by drowning himself
despite his status as a member of the Heike clan, does not follow the typecast of the main character
in shuranoh. Kiyotsune was tormented by the sense of loss and desperation at the fate of the Heike
clan which was exiled from the capital city. Accordingly, he sought ultimate salvation by belief. The
sentiment of Kiyotsune, who chose to kill himself, is described by way of his recollection. The dance
of the shite from kuse to kiri, which interweaves Kiyotsune’s imagined scenery with actual scenery, is
the highlight of this drama. In an intense atmosphere, the group reciters, musicians, and the dance
of shite describe the series of scenery together. It looks overwhelmingly great.
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
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