Momijigari (Autumn Foliage Viewing) Story

1. A Noble Woman and Her Retainers Enter, and Koremochi’s Group Enters

A noble woman (mae-shite) and her retinue (three to five mae-tsure) enter
conveying the mood of following a mountain path on a certain mountain,
and they make a party. After that, Taira no Koremochi (waki) enters with his
followers. He holds a bow and arrows and appears to have come to hunt deer.

Noble Woman and Retinues
Autumn drizzle darkens golden leaves. Entering in the deep
mountain, shall we enjoy the crimson leaves before the autumn

rain falls?

Noble Woman
Before you is a woman living nearby.

Noble Woman and Retinues
We have lived long enough in this melancholic world. No one
knows us any more. It is sad to live in a house untended and
ruined. Days pass by and the fall has quietly come. The white
chrysanthemums in the garden fade. The flower reminds me of

myself, alas, tearful, mournful.

Noble Woman
In an evening loneliness grows, lost in thought in a pensive mood,
looking up at the late autumn sky which is crying. Desiring by all
means to be surrounded by trees with deep golden leaves.
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Noble Woman and Retinues

‘We come together to depart for the mountain in crimson. Bushes
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along the way change in hue day by day and the crimson and
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golden leaves glow.
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Noble Woman and Retinues
The color of leaves on the lower branches grows deeper in the

morning as the dews dye them during the night. Slashing our way
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Momijigari (Autumn Foliage Viewing) Story
2. The Noble Woman Invites Koremochi to the Party

Koremochi, who notices figures behind a hill, has a follower confirm who the
ladies are. While harboring a suspicion of them, Koremochi alights from his
horse and goes around the site of the party. Although Koremochi tries to pass
by, the woman holds him back and invites him to join the party.

Koremochi

Is anybody around?
Retainer At your command, master.

Koremochi
There are some figures behind the hill. Who are they? Go and ask

their names.
Retainer Yes, master.
[Dialogue between the Retainer and the Female Servant]

The retainer (waki-tsure) announces they are the group of Taira no
Koremochi and asks the female servant (omo-ai) her master’s name. She
however only tells him that she is a certain noble lady.

Retainer When I went to ask their identities, the noble women had drawn a
curtain and set up a folding screen to conceal themselves. As they
were in the midst of a party, I respectfully asked their names, but
they did not tell me. A servant merely replied, “A certain noble
lady”

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn

% — x it A it I T =

7] X 7] 7% 7] 7% SR o e

% 7] i % it MK
5 e 5 5 R~ S i
B Z 1l %
7 L 7> b il S il .
ES) o L 2 Hij IR B o i
e i Z (L Iz h LA i
L D ES b B i A7 1))
® i h i V) 7> VoS H
5 b3 E N ES W 5 N
L 7z 73 ° 2 ES &
% A ) " B
° A i =
< & ~
Va Iz o
N %
R L

o

CJTRNINT O TEEO FOERRHEORE AR | MR EE O EI >
o T MF ke A IS HIRYER o

PEOCTFERONAL NS AN I USERMTINR T FCwoSas Il L Jorwd
FENmONE [ AGREE [ CEWEREES O > OCSNTETE 08 e v e BIR SR

MR ST u AR S KBS T A TR S
SAVTE O EFUERIEN O E WAL O AR

-3 - http://Wwww.the-noh.com



deep mountain, even you do not know who I am, passing each
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Momijigari (Autumn Foliage Viewing) Story

Noble Woman
An ancient poem also sings to warm up a cup of sake with the fire

of crimson foliage in woods.

Reciters  This is such an elegant place. Crimson leaves pile up on a rock,
covered with lush green moss. The leaves look like a golden red
sleeve, laid down for you to sleep. The flushing woman’s face in
sprinkling leaves stands out against the scarlet leaves.

Koremochi
Her beauty is ethereal.

Reciters  Koremochi’s heartbeat quickens.

Reciters  Not even on such an occasion, is the human heart readily tum-
bled. Though I swore not to drink, with the cup, my heart quickly
allows to drink. Among many Buddhist commandments, breaking
the temperance particularly invites you to break other canons. You
may lie or fornicate. My heart rumbles, tumbles. Becoming drunk,
we must look like no one else, like a cherry blossom in storm. How
do we look now?

Noble Woman

But you know, even this

Reciters  proves our close connection in our previous lives. The woman has
developed deep feelings. We happen to reencounter on such a rare
occasion. Exchanging ephemeral vows, which may fade away like
a dew on the grass at the side of a road. We promise our future.
Such an abrupt and shameful thing! As you are a one-night stand,
your honest heart is not understood. It is difficult to leave.
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Momijigari (Autumn Foliage Viewing) Story

Reciters  As time goes by, the clouds float by the stormy winds. Are yellow
star-jasmine leaves blowing away? Even in the night when Deity
Kazuraki goes out, we exchange luminous cups. The woman
swings and sways her sleeves, dances like falling snow.

Reciters  Exquisite crimson leaves.

[Chii-no-mai]

A dance started in a regular tempo. (When Koremochi falls asleep in the
middle of the dance, the woman looks at him to confirm, and her dance
switches to a fast-paced “kyi-no-mai’)

Woman  Beautiful scarlet leaves falling on green moss.

Reciters  Beautiful scarlet leaves falling on green moss. Cool breezes start to
blow. Drizzle moistens the darkening sky. On such an evening, in
the mountain lying in the lonely cry of the night storm,

Reciters  During a short nap to wait for the moon, you rest your head on
your arm, and the sleeve under your arm is moistened with dew.

Do not awaken from your dream. Please have a peaceful dream.

[Interlude]
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Momijigari (Autumn Foliage Viewing) Story

4. Deity Takeuchi Enters

The Deity Takeuchi (ai) explains that although Koremochi was dispatched by
the emperor to slay the demon of Mount Togakushi, while he enjoyed deer
hunting on his way, he met the woman transformed by the demon. Since

he was deceived and passed out, the deity now visits Mount Togakushi by a
sacred order of the Great Bodhisattva Hachiman to explain to Koremochi the
background and encourage him to slay the demon. Explaining so, he places

a holy sword received from the Great Bodhisattva Hachiman in front of
Koremochi and exits.

5. Awakened Koremochi Deadly Fight with the Demon

Koremochi wakes up upon receiving the divine message. He arms himself
for a fight grasping the sword. The demon (nochi-shite) which appeared from
the mountain attacks Koremochi. But he draws his sword, fights against the
demon, and finally slays it.

Koremochi
What a shame! Having alcohol which entices me toward earthy
desires, I drank myself blind. However, while napping, I received a
holy message in a dream,

Reciters  Just when he is awakened, the lightning races across the sky. The
thunders roll in the earth. Terrible winds begin to blow. In the
middle of nowhere on the mountain, how helpless and horrible.

Reciters  Mysterious! All of those women transform into monsters. One
breathes flame from the top of a gigantic rock. Another soars
into the air to rain down flames. From within the awful smoke as
horrible as the fire of the Palace of Hsienyang, a demon whose
height is around ten feet appears. It is taller than the folding

BERIN—F LT A b thagg-cm‘n

#h 3 it HE HE il X o L
= % n Iz
i3 H 7 & I3 =
K = N o) ]
% Y H oK J] & J] fiir )
T % 2 % 1= % iz o
X Vi A K 1t i & )
7 b % Iz 5 5 % B3 n &
¥ gL R R & 2 SR
Ve n ot F xf 5 Hi 55
A % D Vo L D i
Vo Rf ° Ty &
N J,E‘ %‘ N
& 0 il W B
7= & B
) I 7
A %
»a— [e}
%O

SB[ AFE
=
LA TR TGIRO OWE T A o8
SHEOIE oA QR T (A FEIRERIEE A CERRTE W
ST BN MESESE

ERERHER T EEN TR TE OMRRRERNS TR 2, C kR I A TXARY IR T S
TEPT SHOEHEORHAR > AT IWCAZIHITEAZUE TR

N

A

ik

%

&

IS
e T
% %
Ic T
iR
(O
;£ &
> % 2 7
5 b E d
R OH 1
20 A, Iz @&
M AL 5 [l H
= \r L i U [
e vy D ¥
5 D & BN H
¥ % & n %
e % < < S
n Bl Yy L i L
T L @ ¥ AT
%5 T ] 2 e Y
- - - &0 5
JiE K i D3 \F )
s i ‘ S H
s A 5 AR
3 o L & oo
B B < Y, 73 %
Z 2 3 & B
I T i L h ol L
0K % < ™ ~N %

-8 - http://www.the-noh.com



Momijigari (Autumn Foliage Viewing) Story

screen seven feet high at the Palace. Its horns are burning trees, and
its eyes glare just like the sun and the moon. No one can directly
look upon such a fearful face!
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Koremochi stays calm,
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Reciters  Koremochi stays calm, quietly praying to the Great Bodhisattva
Hachiman, draws the sword to prepare its attack. The demon then
jumps on him to tear Koremochi into pieces. Koremochi jerks away
and locks his arms around the demon’s body. He then stabs the
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center of its body; however, it still grabs Koremochi’s head and tries
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to fly up to the air. When he slashes it with the sword, the demon is
afraid of the sword and drags itself onto a rock. He drags it down to
the ground, stabs and pierces it, and quickly dispatches the demon.

[

Koremochi’s zeal and spirit are truly overwhelming and awful.
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Momijigari (Autumn Foliage Viewing) iate;gory
uthor
Subject
. Season:
SynOPSIS Scenes

This is an incident that occurred on a mountain, which is blessed with beautiful autumn leaves in
September, according to the lunar calendar.

A noble woman with her retainers came to the mountain in order to enjoy the crimson foliage,
concealing themselves behind curtains. The group of Taira no Koremochi, who enjoys deer hunting,
happens by the venue of the autumn party. Although Koremochi tries to avoid the place, he joins the
women who notice Koremochi’s group and invite them to join the party. The noble woman is ethereally
beautiful. Encouraged to drink, Koremochi cannot help but relax, and he gets drunk and falls asleep.
The women keep watch and then and disappear somewhere.

Characters

At about the time, the Deity Takeuchi, a retainer of the Great Bodhisattva Hachiman, hurries to
reach the mountain where Koremochi stays (that is Mount Togakushi in Shinano Province [present
Nagano Prefecture]. )The woman who inveigled Koremochi into drinking is the demon of Mount
Togakushi. The Deity Takeuchi appears in Koremochi’s dream to explain to him the truth and bestows
upon him a divine sword from the Great Bodhisattva Hachiman. The demon appears before Koremochi
who wakes up from the dream. Although the demon attacks him, Koremochi bravely fights against it
and, after a fierce battle, masterfully slays it with the divine sword.

Masks

Costumes

Highlight

This Noh drama is one of those pieces, which entertain you with unpredictable and spectacular
stories, because it gradually reveals the background as the story progresses. First, a noble woman (shite:
lead part) appears and announces that they have come to the mountain to enjoy the autumn leaves. At
that moment the audience however is neither informed of the mountain’s name nor that it is a trap by
the demon. Even the identity of the waki (supporting cast), Taira no Koremochi, famous for his bravery,
is revealed for the first time in the midst of the dialogues between waki-tsure (companion of waki) and
omo-ai (main interluding cast) in maeba (first half of the drama). Furthermore, with the explanation
by the Deity Takeuchi (i: an interluding cast) during the interlude, the audience learns that the venue
is Mount Togakushi and the truth hidden in maeba. Unless ai gives him a sword during this interlude,
Koremochi, whose costume is for deer hunting, is not armed well enough and thereby cannot fight

against the demon in nochiba (second half of the drama). Length:

Scattering “unpredictables” within the development of the story, this drama captivates the audience
to two contrasting worlds, the gorgeous, glamorous party of the noble women in maeba and the epic
fight between Koremochi and the demon in nochiba.
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Tsukurimono

Number of scenes

the fifth group of Noh, kirinoh-mono, hataraki-mono
Kanze Kojird Nobumitsu (according to one theory)
None

Autumn (September)

maeba (the first half of the drama) One afternoon on a certain mountain with beautiful crimson
foliage.

nochiba (the second half of the drama) At night at the same venue.

A mountain on an ichijé-dai (a wooden frame 6 feet in length, 3 feet 4 inches in width, and 8 inches in
height, covered with gorgeous cloth), placed in front of large and small hand drum players.

Mae-shite (first-half lead part) a noble woman
Nochi-shite (second-half lead part)

Waki (supporting cast)

Mae-tsure (companions of shite in the first half)
Waki-tsure (companion of waki)

ademon

Taira no Koremochi

retinues of the woman

a retainer (a servant holding his master’s sword)

Waki-tsure (companion of waki) beaters
Omo-ai (main interluding cast) a female servant of the woman
Ado-ai (other interluding part) the Deity Takeuchi

Mae-shite Wakaonna, Z6, Manbi, etc.

Nochi-shite  Shikami or Hannya

Mae-tsure  Ko-omote

Mae-shite  kazura, kazura-obi, karaori in “kinagashi”-style with scarlet color in the pattern,

kitsuke / surihaku, and a fan.

Nochi-shite a headband with color, long red wig, awase-happi (lined happi-style kimono),
kitsuke /atsuita, hangiri (a type of hakama), koshi-obi, and a stick for beating.

Waki nashi-uchieboshi, a white headband, chéken, kitsuke /atsuita, white okuchi, koshi-obi,
and a fan. Carrying a bow and arrows at maeba and a sword at nochiba.

Tsure Similar to shite.

Waki-tsure  tops and bottoms of su6 (unlined hemp kimono for warrior’s daily wear),
kitsuke / noshime without patterns, a small sword, and a fan. One serves to hold the master’s
sword, and the others carry bamboo poles.

Ai binan-kazura (a white cloth to wrap around the head of a kyogen performer),
kitsuke / nuihaku, onna-obi, and a fan.

two
about 1 hour and 20 minutes
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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