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D6jo-ji (Dojo-ji Temple) g % £ % % % % ; g — ‘ﬁ
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1. The Head Priest of the Déjo-ji Temple Enters, and His Dialogue with Servant ;—'ﬁ—% )] %ﬁ %‘ D D JEE ’ﬁ
2y
. HH 3 2 g
V. - = S ‘(: s % ﬁ’%
Several members of koken for kyogen-kata bring the tsukurimono, the % ;L E % T‘é i oF % % {é g g
hanging bell, out from behind the curtain and place it at the center of the 1z > oo 1% D oo B ~5
stage. They hang the rope connected to the bell in the pulley on the ceiling. B == D H N N J): s 72; e D
Kane-koken from Shite-kata pulls the rope to lift the bell up to the ceiling. b H T % iﬁ }g ')\ 1’% % }‘% =
AY > ~ =
,§ £ P Pk . 3 x 4% e
The head priest of the D6jo-ji Temple (Waki) enters the stage, followed by a o ‘0') 5 % = ¢ % H o ;
follower priest (Waki-tsure) and a servant (Ai-kyogen). He strictly warns the it D reg 2l g i iz 1'/13 f
servant that no woman should be allowed at the rite for the bell. % ES Tk N B % 8 b &
% < ¥ D g h
LSy L%
[nanori-bue) E 7w Z Z - A S
$ KA S
The head priest, the follower priest, and the servant quietly enter the stage % ﬁz i o ;{ 2 P
with solo performance of Japanese flute. :)1: - = :[% ° 5
= ¢
7 o 9 4 o
Head Priest C g ° 2 1
I am the head priest of the D6jo-ji Temple in Kishai region. This ES A= ° ;g
temple has not had a hanging bell for a long time for a particular El i C T 2
ging g o N -~ 0&.
reason. However, a new bell is finally cast. Since today is a lucky % - it it
—
day, we would like to hold a Buddhist rite for the new bell. D ij:: [0
T A
Head Priest N Lji Iz L\
Servant, where are you? N
i ’ET » il
) = %
Servant At your command, my master. - H D PN
P fit It
g 75'33‘ e H
HE & e
% > El D
r < fi g
2 7K b e
é > 7z >
i 1M b\ 2
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D6j6-ji (D6j6-ji Temple)

Head Priest
Is the new hanging bell lifted up to the bell tower?

Servant  Yes, it is already situated in the bell tower, master.

Head Priest
We are going to hold the rite for the new bell today. For a certain
reason, no woman is permitted at the rite. Pay close attention not
to allow a woman into the temple.

Servant  Certainly, master.

2. Shirabyoshi Enters

Shirabyoshi (Mae-shite) enters the stage. She is in a hurry to observe the rite

[narai-no-shidai)
a kind of entrance music, [shidai] which does not get the rhythm; however,
this type of shidai is considered especially important and treated with great

care.

Shirabyoshi
My sin would have to disappear. My sin must disappear. I would go
to observe the holy rite for the hanging bell.
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D6j6-ji (D6j6-ji Temple)

[N
7
= -
Shirabyoshi ﬁ‘i Vo 1
The person before you is a shirabyoshi, who dwells at the edge of i F L fA & m 3 _ D il »
the Province of Kii. Since I overheard that the D6j6-ji Temple will 10% T 13 1% /L & :_,_ g ¥ fmop 2
perform the Buddhist rite for their new hanging bell, I would like *E R, P B 7 X X F 77l 2= &
to visit the temple for it. % n Z D 3 ¥ L H & I« fiil
L % o0 ?E - O ) ﬁr T
o % - AR & X D = /N3 A
Shirabyoshi ;gk ) A g = 5 v R %
When the moon has almost set, when the tide has almost ebbed N 4 - gl " o N = = T
, , 5 T Kl WA ) fiH
I had passed Komatsubara hazed by the mist from the ocean. As 5 L (< T 3 ) L & H L
my heart hastens,I could reach the Dojo-ji Temple before sunset. I n 7o T b H 9 2o 3 Z
arrived the D6jo-ji Temple. % /R E 1B _El T ¥ B
23 o . T 1) H Ty L
o \ B 1% D o I
Shirabyoshi . > 2 i 0 D H oY Vo
As I was hurried, I have already arrived at the temple in Hidaka. I % < T WA 1z SERRY . F
shall now go and observe the rite for the bell. < B W % A El| % 5 iy g
E h Mo B v o= X
i EE g il bR I 7
3. Dialogue between Shirabyoshi and the Servant R j; i ° @ 7 Ao it
%z s - Lo e
i o T i< ¥ SRR 4
Shirabyaéshi asks to observe the rite for the bell, yet first the request is denied 1z = N L 3 ol
by the servant, who explains to her that no woman is permitted at the rite. A 2 X ¢ 7= = 2
However, the servant lets her into the temple at the end as she begs to offer a n Z \» L ° £F i
dance for the rite. She then starts to dance. % = g): g E 9
Z £ 7 A 2 YL
o & A % Z b L
Shirabyoshi 1z < 1z ¢ )
I am a Shirabyoshi living near this country. I would like to offer 3 WD W i 7- E
a dance for the rite for the hanging bell. Please permit me to ) 7= Z 5 fit D 2
observe the rite. = 7 it 1 i 5 °
z 3 ’
(The servant asks his senior monk, the follower priest, whether he can let % gi 75\ }i H A
the Shirabyoshi in the precincts of the temple. Although the follower priest > A I X B %
forbids him from doing so, the servant decides to let her in on his own X D % < vas E{)j
discretion.) v 72 2 [ETJN
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D6j6-ji (D6j6-ji Temple) i% L %!i %l ;‘EEl % m - %L (i m ?EE
hirabydsh + =] 20k : F’ Cl z I iJ\ G B

) I o Z Z

Shirabyoshi kS i Y A ?7 7 A3 E;i —~

What a pleasure! Let me dance now. N < i 2 g A h K b
¥ g s 7 — v d4r D b
EL @D V A £ Eﬁ g; )
[monogi-ashirai] gid! = % ey — i AN >
With slow music performed by a Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, + ° D D 22) Ve /A
Shite has seat at koken-za, showing his back to the audience, and wears an - 7’1’6 it P\ 2 L
eboshi headdress. Shite stands up and goes to the gangway bridge. O 7% P 7 v 2
S Y < (a %
[ashirai] T U ° n
< ", “
Although Shite contemplates the bell from the gangway bridge, when the (Eff‘{( K [
music for [monogi-ashirai] ends and lively music performed only by large { 53 P
hand drum suddenly starts, he or she quickly enters the stage with the music. i D - lji)

- P
R k& 2 L
Shirabyoshi W k
I would like to borrow the eboshi of a noble person over there. L 9
Even before finishing her words, she starts dancing. /D) °
it

Surrounded by the cherry flower, Surrounded by the cherry flower, green of

IR0y

pines stands out among the flowers. In the fullest spring view, day is drawing

N
c

to an end with evening glow. Sunset bell echoes in the glow.

4. Dance by Shirabyoshi

Shirabyoshi performs fast and dynamic dance after ranbyoshi.

RN A FEA ST o4 STES CIERVNTFITD >ITN 30Vt 77 (A St
SONRERYNTTIL ST W ITNR T BB T, ESMEAN oty SOt
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D6jo-ji (D6j6-ji Temple) H h it EE[ i i E F oz
il: H F ° ) - A Ejé }El
[ranbyoshi] - H :/E'Ei\ o b\ (0; 75i E3
A small hand drum plays peculiar performance alone. Sharp, spirited calls and f}% ? ﬁ g — - el f?)'% Mo
strikes of the drum after long pauses are repeated alternately. The length of L ) F‘l% gl) % K :u,;! Z‘__" 1}55?; W3R 0
the pauses becomes shorter and shorter. Shite lifts and pulls back his heels and 4 & < A 4 53 % T% il - X ;%
toes and takes strong steps with the music. Pl A Wb = T & »n h N pj;k
N T 5K B
Shirabyoshi 75: %: Iz X B EE i)i VE
b A}
Lord Tachibana no Michinari received an order from an emperor \F ;E n 6\ D E.:l z g
. : . 5 % < i " %
and built a temple at this place for the first time. Because the N 4 PN 4 el e M o~ +
temple was built by Michinari (the Chinese characters are also = D 2 JE R % ¥ Iz 2
pronounced Djo), it was named Djo-ji Temple. EEl = & (i1 S ié.; J o
s -k Ey Wy
Reciters  To a temple in the mountain, i EiA t_) % 7 2y L
) ‘ T n 3 Y Do
[kyit no mai] Vo 2, 5 |z 9 ¢ A
Quite fast dance accompanied by the music of a Japanese flute, small and large % e s ] Z)O VAS D
hand drums. Fi 9 VAs) ) ]
% Iz & < 4
Shirabyéshi H, TE ﬁz ~F ¥ o5
Comi . . S 3 (573 VAR
oming at the dusk in spring, N # 23 iz 7
i > a:s Z 7
Reciters  the bell tells you the sunset, and the cherry blossom falls quietly D < o) Vg8 i
with the ring. The cherry blossom falls. The flower falls. The flower rh 3] z L:\ L
falls. C_i %O . A E\
ﬂ‘? 7\ﬁa D b l/ Y
U 1t i <
A 03 5 T B
5. Shirabyoshi Jumps in under the Bell Ay B 23 s %
‘ > i s
Dancing wildly, shirabyoshi approaches the hanging bell while the servant i S J?’ <
takes a nap. Taking the chance, she jumps inside the bell and it drops over her. _{"l-;,_ W L 0> T
% % < » 1
3 e L2
L 1t YA % 5&
T 03 L B SN
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D6j6-ji (D6j6-ji Temple)

Shirabyéshi
While dancing, hanging bells in temples are

Reciters  tolled here and there. The moon sets and birds sing. Frost covers
the sky like snow. The tide will soon start to ebb. From the temple
in Hidaka (D6jo-ji Temple), you can see the lights of fishing
boats which have departed from a village at the mouth of the
Hidaka-gawa River. The light looks melancholic. Since the people
in the temple are asleep, shirabyoshi thinks it is a great chance
for her. While she pretends to keep dancing, she approaches the
hanging bell and tries to toll it. Yet, she remembers her reproach
to the bell, so holds the crown of the bell, jumps up, and then pulls
herself under the bell. She finally hides inside the hanging bell.

[Interlude]

6. Servant and Others Report to the Head Priest, and Head Priest Reveals a Story

As they were surprised at the sound that the bell dropped, the servant and
the other people in the temple are wakened and rush to report the fact to
the head priest. The head priest (Waki) reprimands the servant and starts to
reveal the reason why he prohibited a woman from observing the rite.

Head Priest This is an inexcusable situation. Since I was afraid of such a
disaster, I forbade the servant from letting a woman in for the rite.
The unacceptable event however occurred.
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D6jo-ji (D6j6-ji Temple) %Z % % gé £
Head Priest
Now everyone, come closer to hear me please. L % o = B = 4 5 L e v - X
Do you know the reason why I ordered you not to allow any W T % 3 > & R Z ) 5 z D %
woman to observe this rite for the bell? { 3A IJJ\ o 4 - E 7 % Zz g é 45 H;
N /\/ N N 0) & ~ N 0) Lk
. == =~ . - :‘: N z > D > j:[\: >
Follower Priest T? g g? Vo 0%) b 7% % ! - F’{Oﬁ 5 ]:i/ 1% ‘E
No, we don't. N . =
e o TR Al H T o &% L5
| e m AR OBmETIB Y W A B~
Head Priest Fopeg» Bhzo 02 B
Then, let me tell you the reason. AH < % T 1oz 1 = < P)\ \
L g) S fik ] TN * fRoHER 1<) fiil ;
Following Priest %C N v ) Q 0%_ Zg '/7:3,2 5—) v 2 g % %ﬁ
Please tell us the story. iR < x ) - I ok W
D o 5 % D (EH, - o~ !
(I TR 9 il
Head Priest Iz ES 'y » n % {zt e t
Once upon a time, in this land, there was a lord of the manor in » 7 o < 7 /j:i % B HH
Manago. He had a daughter. His place was a designated inn for a ; ? = 3 & E_i\‘ N VC\ D\ }:
chief o_f mountain priests who visited the sacred shrine of Kumano > n ‘[j% 7bi %\ t B N 05
from Oshit annually, so he and his family welcomed the mountain = 2 7 VIS > A Iz
priest every year. One day, because the lord loved his young D & L W& D 2 Z L D X
daughter very much, he teased her and joked that the mountain < ?{’3@ N JSD IR ‘f)\ 02 ¥ IR E}_\'
priest over there must be her future husband. The daughter b - 043 =5 Ci\ i 'I;ié < » ?Z;
however took the story seriously in her childish mind as she grew %o *E lg:% 1z 7 H o ;’) B 5
H R = 7z
sOLE zRhn f:
BTy EE b 7
After years, when the mountain priest visited the lord’s house n s T 2 % 2 A -
in Manago, the daughter came to the mountain priest’s room at F g A < 3% H o 7bi
night after people fell asleep and told him, “How long are you IZ _n 47‘\ ;‘; ;\ . é -
going to leave me alone? Please come marry me soon.” With her % 5‘) L° % S /- ’% Z %
sudden request, the mountain priest was astonished. He anyways woE L % Yook L
managed to soothe her and ran away from the inn during the dark A =< @? A 71)2
night, and came to this D6j6-ji Temple. {;g— F o o = % M
[~ W o

BesGR—4 LY A ~ thegg.com -7 - http://www.the-noh.com



D6j6-ji (D6j6-ji Temple) 603 %; % t 5 g 5
Although he asked D6j6-ji Temple to shelter him, there was no 21 Li 15
suitable room for him. After thorough consideration, the people of ?\ % }g % . L % 2 . T
D6jo-ji Temple took the hanging bell off from the bell tower and S v g 4 =] NA A ) -
let him in the bell e R # o oo T 'L B ]
- LX & & o> Ak b zEzy
B - x DT D b T & OB MR
For her part, the daughter made up her mind not to let him escape e %3 3 o J)g?z W, ) L & 2» ~ L %
and she ran after the mountain priest. However, since the water j/': \/7% 0&.\ ZAS ok & ES F MM L o T [
level of the Hidaka-gawa River was high, she could not cross the L ;}\7\ % - Eé) L 2 gl > h Z %}L % R
river. Although she first ran up and down the river bank, her F oz i ‘éC ) ;S % /\{) 710 %Y }i %‘: é ii
. . ot ; ) - 25 A
exce.sswe attachment toward the .man finally tran.sformed hel: into \ : D‘:T‘" ;i ‘g; Jig Li\ < z &k L 5 & L
a poisonous snake. The snake easily crossed the river and arrived Iz N n o ) e A X o 3 2 T
at this temple. Yet, the snake could not find the mountain priest ﬁi H & Z Bz < AN & Chog W &
after searching all over the temple. Then, the snake felt suspicious 1%6 L\ E’o 7 ~ A A iz ;PL %€ @ * 5
of the bell on the ground. The snake held the crown of the bell C: w J: e ;3% A ii -
. . . R 7z YA S 2 H R EE DO
between its teeth, coiled around the bell seven times, and blew > D L ¥ o 4 2 L = S o
fire to it. When the snake hit the bell with its tail, the bell instantly < A F L 7 o L Vo dil oD ek
melted down. The mountain priest disappeared with the bell L L L é: %) ﬁ]‘j [ 2 Jos |
together. What a horrible story! % iz é: 70 W i@ T R NI L \
9 7, o Aft b < h & »
Following Monk + ? ;) 72‘5 g Z)o %5 E %’ % g
We cannot find any words for it. How horrible the story is! 2 S z < ) mw 2z & JI| =
o . N
& D < C o B k7~
Head Priest e 1k T 5 b E &2 b B
The resentment of the woman still remains and has become a & H@j T D D A X
barrier for the bell. We practice the Buddhism training for such a L; Eél;l T g it %i _— _E
case. Let us pray hard and lift the bell to the bell tower once again. g = 6\ S/: j{.}) ;i % :ig % }T‘I'
L — 9 5 2~ Hh o
Following Monk 7o § g° F T % [# K
Certainly. Pray now. 7% N R A
7 fil 7 how T ) &
i % Iz 5 v E}f ?E 5 i}):
g ESEN/N ' -
7. Prayer of Monks D 7 ot ié < jz Y
T w h A7 R b F & T
The head priest begins praying with the other monks.
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D6j6-ji (D6j6-ji Temple) g 5 g & 23 & s %}E

g
(7w )

He invokes Acala and other members of the five great fierce deities and prays

=
=

v iz
x )
- 7
to th ith singl f mind. Then the bell starts t d to ri 7 $
o them with singleness of mind. Then the bell starts to move and soon to ring i it 7 = i I Kok H *x ¥
without being tolled. The bell shakes hard without being pulled and eventually i Vil 75 Vil Vil . X 0 VY D
returns to the bell tower where it was. Then the woman transformed into the Iz ’ Iz 1z ’ Iz \ \z ) [7] % ;}j)_? ° ]/ ,T
snake appears from under the bell where she is coiled. j(’ut & j(f“ -1 . (635 e Z Vi 1 D3 %
HEY W e e = 5 r L W H z
& &
b & e Ml T & i* H DB i
ool myoo% W @ W E »aw Moz B
While Waki and Waki-tsure hold Buddhist beads, the small hand drum first ~ ’ i B S » F F 2 i F °
begins to play hard notto music, soon joined by the large hand drum. This is Hif) T HH S N EEN oz
the prelude to show the magical atmosphere of the coming prayer. Soon, Waki H F: g T+ 7}? g
and other performers start to pray. + /N FE)
% L
| b X\
Head Priest o N % /N
Even when the water of the Hidaka-gawa River runs back and the | = &Y
river dries up, even when all the sands disappear from the bank, our J5 Bl H
holy power will never run out. aR 2)— e
5 2 L
Howi . B B s
Following Monk i i % B
Everyone calls together, 23 e Vo
Head Priest < ? —
Trailokyavijaya (G6zanze-myd0) in the east, ZAS o/
D 4
Following Monk 7;: \t/
Kundali (Gundari-yasha- my60) in the south, L %
T i
Head Priest kY =
Yamantaka (Daiitoku-myo0) in the west, A L
# i
m|
Following Monk ;\7) &)\
Vajrayaksa (Kongo-yasha my60) in the north, {jij i
v
Head Priest h3 S

Acala (Dainichi-Daisho-Fudo- my60) in the center,

BesGR—4 LY A ~ thegg.corn -9 - http://Wwww.the-noh.com
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Djo-ji (D6jo-ji Temple) 2 12? s \ 53
fiE
VARNES S &
Head Priest and Following Monk oL D
Whether the bell can move or not, look at the holy power of Acala! X c:; v T ﬁﬁ z i %’E % H:,—]Ei ¥ fﬁ
S < F 03 n D S S 03
Namakusamandabasarada, sendamakaroshana, sowayaunta- VC\ {E < EE‘ %}j ; ’!5 ¥ o Eﬁ‘j g- %ﬂ
b) N S
H H L
ratakanman! W - s £ s 3 %ﬁ;ﬁ P! : 2 2
PR N D T i SO |
One who listens to my preaching will acquire the wisdom of 5 S b . 2 2 & e 2 N
i e ﬁ > i N %) ) A
Buddha, and the one who understands my heart will immediately 7 VA 2 R -5 4 12 5 Hx h
be enlightened and become Buddha. %\-I 11; N I 705) {hz‘ i - :E bi
y b
A for th in the snake to be enlightened and become 0 9, o) o i
s we pray for the woman in the snake to be enlightened an b ° ] o 2 ¢ Z i
AL 5 omd o2 om
5 o 2 4 ow x
Head Priest 3} | WK % 75_) A 1= : > }0:/%
How can she leave her grudge? < = P < ? [ S 7zl ?2 5 ;\:’ %
See, the hanging bell ¥ % 10) ) j; . L 5 N %
3 N
. . CRRA % % )
Reciters  Look, the hanging bell starts to move. Pray harder and harder. Pull L o I g v T
the rope, pull the rope. ? fﬁ 71‘ 5 —\r;
- B % 7
Chant mystic syllables of the Senju-Kannon (Bodhisattva with it o A 4 e
One Thousand Arms) and the verse for salvation by the mercy of Hs E:% %jﬂ] % 5
Acala, and make smoke just like the flame of Acala. We will pray %% it ¥ ﬁ: y
devotedly. % = b)) #
B Z >
L o D Z
The more we pray, the more the bell sings without a toll and dances without 7 Z 4 g 7
a pull. Then finally, the bell is pulled up to the bell tower by the holy power of S L D D .
the Buddhist monks. Look inside! The snake appears now. ;() J}): §
W e %
Iz 1A
~ % .g—
7 ol 2
& % 2
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performance with the drum beating inoriji.

Reciters  Respectfully ask the blue dragon, the sanctitude, in the east.

Dojo-ji (D6jo-ji Temple) it $/ H %@ Zé AN
) .
y N H
155 QA N + 2
8. Battle between the Female Ogre and the Monks ey
& % B 7 %
Z o A oo @ i Bt &
A female ogre appears from under the bell intending to chase the monks away D o N < 2 By g%z%t (&
and attacking them. The monks invoke the five great dragons to overwhelm o 1E A T S0 L =
the snaked ogre by prayer. A fierce battle rages. L B ~ w JiE /AN . 1))
A 3] b Z\( iz B
Iz 5 B L W
[PfaYef ] mﬁ © c: (
Performed by a Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum. This 5 k 55
music is structured in four notes of hayashi and characterized by its lively B 9
1
S
H
1=

T ANl AFERS

N
Cl
v

Respectfully ask the white dragon, the white emperor, in the west.

O LSO AR OIS

RCAREHS T MES HWEER
FASEOAMHBNS O OEER BRI FF

BAE IO SO

Respectfully ask the yellow dragon, the yellow emperor, in the 23

center. VD -
I fr

We respectfully ask all the crown dragons in the world. Please give 7> )
)

us your mercy and accept our prayers. Please grant no place for the

=4

<
1%

monstrous snake to live on this earth.

AT T TSN ERFIE L TReEN CHRRTO TR

ASHSHTERS

AYI ) FEOIAIA oeiv OF ST IR LT OFATEA (A
R FEA S X BT

"

As the monks pray, the female ogre is beaten by the prayer and Ak % %,
finally falls down. However, she immediately stands up and blows 2 =9 Vil ) 18
her breath upon the bell. Her breath turns out to be a fire, which ; Z’)i I W D z E
burns the snake herself. The female ogre finally cannot bear the % l: 7z ?/,_L é;i-,
agony and jumps into the deep of the Hidaka-gawa River. The BE ?— %}%‘\ %)o Tj:_%‘; /E; {ZE
monks are satisfied with their work and return to their own }‘() "o° Y b %
quarters. U L X Z 9 D S o
= * b D i'li L 7 0
e A A ] R
o h 9 BT W &
W, o L D £
e WA A v X )
Kcer s L :
SO VR ) e +.
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Daojo-ji (Dojo-ji Temple)

Synopsis

On a glorious spring day at D6j6-ji Temple in the Province of Kii, it has been determined that
a Buddhist rite for the hanging of a renewed bell will be performed. The head priest of the temple
orders the other monks not to allow a woman in for the rite for some particular reason. However, one
shirabyoshi (a female dancer who wears a male costume) appears to ask the servant of the temple to
allow her to perform a dance for the rite and manages to enter the place where the rite will be held.

The woman steps to a peculiar beat and approaches the hanging bell while dancing. She finally
lowers the bell and hides in it.

After hearing the news, the head priest of the Dojo-ji Temple begins telling a horrible story about
the temple. Long time ago, the daughter of the lord of the manor in Manago assumed that she had been
betrayed by a certain mountain priest who visited her house every year. She transformed herself into a
poisonous snake, chased the priest to the ground, and finally destroyed him as he hid under the bell at
Dojo-ji Temple, by blowing flames of resentment on the bell.

The monks understand that the woman still has her heart set on the man and they pray with all
their sacred power and become successful in pulling the hanging bell up. Then, the woman transformed
into a monstrous snake appears from inside. After a furious battle, the poisonous snake burns herself
with her own flames, which is supposed to burn the bell, and disappears into the deep bed of the
Hidaka-gawa River.

Highlight
Dojo-ji is one of the representative works of noh dramas.

One of the highlights of this drama is ranbydshi, which is performed only by the Shite and a small-
drum player for about fifteen minutes. This is a quite difficult part because the two players mark the
timing of their performance only by breathing. In this scene, the small hand drum player draws up
facing the Shite to create a world keenly focusing on the performance of one other. Besides, this drama is
full of special and gorgeous music. The music creates the distinctive attraction of Dojo-ji.

The climax of this drama is the scene where the Shite jumps underneath the falling bell. This is a
quite dangerous performance. Shite can be injured or even killed if he fails in the timing because the bell
is so heavy. Kane-koken, who releases the rope holding the bell, is the second most important roll in this
drama after Shite and thereby performed by a skillful, experienced performer.

Shite changes his costume and mask for nochiba in the bell by himself. D6j6-ji is the only existing
noh drama, which lets Shite change his costume alone without the support of koken. Shite also has to be
in charge of some stage effects while he is in the bell, such as to shake the bell in accordance with jiutai
and ring nyobachi (a kind of gong).

Since Djo-ji is a story related to the hanging bell of the temple, we might say that the bell plays
the main role of the drama; the bell is hung by Kane-koken first, then Shite enters the dropping bell in
the middle of the drama, and finally the bell is pulled back to the bell tower. Generally, noh dramas
use the space on the stage horizontally. It is therefore suitable to say that this drama embodies the new
challenge of noh since the author directed his attention to the vertical use of space.
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Category
Author
Subject
Season

Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

the fourth category noh, shinenmono
Kanze Kojird Nobumitsu

“Nihon Hokke Genki,""D6j6-ji Ekotoba, “ etc.
Spring (March)

Maeba

Nochiba

In the precinct of D6j6-ji in the Province of Kii from dusk to the night of the day when the
rite for the hanging bell is performed.
Midnight on the same day at the same place

a hanging bell

Mae-shite (first half lead part)
Nochi-shite (first half lead part)
Waki (supporting cast)

Waki-tsure (the companion of Waki)
Ai (interluding cast)

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite

Mae-shite

Nochi-shite
Waki

Waki-tsure

Ai

Number of scenes two
About 2 hours

Length

shirabyéshi

a female ogre (poisonous snake)

the head priest of the D6j6-ji Temple
a follower priest

a servant of the Dojo-ji Temple

Omionna, Wakaonna, Fukai, Shiro-shakumi
Han'nya, Shinja

naga-kazura (a wig longer than a regular wig), kazura-obi (belt for kazura with scale pattern),
tsuba-motoyui (a hair style), karaori (a gorgeous kimono for a lady) in tsuboori-style,
kitsuke / surihaku (a kind of kimono with gold or silver foils with white scale pattern),
koshimaki / nuimon (black), koshiobi (belt with scale pattern), and oni-6gi (a fan for ogre).
Wearing maeori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress wore by female entertainers) at the time of
monogi.

taking the karaori off and wrapping it around the waist. Holding a beating stick.
kindan-sumiboshi (monk'’s regular cowl in gold), purple mizugoromo (a type of knee-length
kimono), kitsuke / shiro-atsuita, shiro-6kuchi, shiro-koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist prayer
beads.

sumiboshi, brown mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime (noshime style kimono without
patterns), white 6kuchi, koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

nériki-zukin (a hood for servants of temples), yore-mizugoromo, kitsuke / noshime with no
pattern, kukuri-hakama (hakama with drawing strings at the bottom), a pair of gaiters, and
afan.
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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