Hakuryo and Fellow Fishermen
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Going up a mountain path, looking over Miho-no-Matsubara, the
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view from Kiyomigata is dazzling and unforgettable. Now, shall
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3. Dialogue between the Celestial Maiden and Hakuryo

Seeing the celestial maiden (Shite) in tears, Hakuryo (Waki) decides to return

the celestial feather robe, on condition that she performs her celestial dance.

Hakuryo

Maiden

Hakuryo

Maiden

Hakuryo

Maiden

My lady, you look so pitiful that I shall return the feather robe to

you.

Oh, how happy I am! Please do return it to me.

But just a moment. I have heard about a celestial dance. If you
show it to me right here right now, I shall return the robe to you.

Oh, I am so delighted! I shall be able to go home to heaven now.

To thank you, or better yet, to commemorate my descent to the
human world filled with such melancholy, I shall perform the one
we dance in the Palace of the Moon. Let it be an example when you
dance to the sounds of string and wind instruments. However to
do so, I need the feather robe. First, please return it to me.

Oh no. If I return this robe to you, you will probably return straight
back to the moon without dancing.

No such thing. Suspicion exists only in the human world.
Falsehood does not exist in the celestial world.
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Hakuryo

Maiden

Hakuryo

Maiden

Hakuryo

Maiden

Reciters

How ashamed I am! In that case... Now, he returns the feather

robe to her.

The celestial maiden puts on the robe. Just like the celestial dance
at the Palace of the Moon,

The feather robe flutters in breeze.

She waves her lovely sleeves of flowers moistened in a spring rain.
She performs one song,

And she dances.

Suruga-mai (Suruga-mai Dance) in the Azuma-asobi songs. It

originates from this dance.

4. Dance of the Celestial Maiden

The celestial maiden (Shite) is a nymph living in the Palace of the Moon.

When she dances at peaceful Miho-no-Matsubara that spring day, the earth

gradually seems to transform to something amazing and beautiful, like

Paradise. Then, the celestial maiden performs a beautiful dance, which comes

down in later generations as Suruga-mai in the Azuma-asobi, and then

returns to the celestial world.
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Reciters  In the ancient days of Izanagi and Izanami, when the two deities
determined the names of the ten directions of the world (north,
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Reciters  Celestial maidens in white or black robeseparate them in two
teams. Each team has fifteen maidensto control the wax and wane
of the moon every night for a month.
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Maiden Iam one of those celestial maidens.
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Reciters I who reside in the world of the moon visit here briefly and
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dancein Suruga in the Eastern Province. This dance shall be
passed down generation to generation as Suruga-mai (Suruga-mai
Dance).
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Reciters  As this is the spring when the mist trails around, the fragrant cin-
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namon would surely bloom on the distant moon. As the poem tells

R SOABAWSE
D

o]

you, it might be a sign of spring that the bud of my hair accessory
changes in hue. How interesting! Although this is not heaven, the
earth is also a wonderful place!
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Hagoromo (Celestial Feather Robe) Story

Winds rushing through the sky, please close the path in the clouds.
I would like to keep her figure on earth for a while.As this old
poem, dear winds, please breathe to close the path.

I would like to stay for a while and gaze at the spring scenery of
the pine grove. Miho-ga-saki (Cape Miho) in spring colors, the
clear moon of Kiyomigata, and the snow-crowned Mount Fuji.
They are all wonderful.

“In spring, the dawn is the most beautiful time of a day”

This scenery is no less than the spring dawn admired from ancient
times. Waves are calm, and the winds in the pines breeze kindly.
Beautiful Miho Bay is peaceful.Nothing separates the sky and the
earth. The land of Japan is governed by the descendants of the
divines dwelling in the inner and outer sanctuaries of Ise Shrine.
The moon so brightly shines over the land with no concern.

Maiden A celestial maiden in a feather robe occasionally visits the earth.

Reciters I hope that the rule of our Sovereign lasts as long as the time that
a huge rock, fondled by the feather robe sleeve of the celestial

maiden, wears away.

The exquisite voice of the celestial maiden who sings the joyous Azuma-uta
song, is accompanied by various instruments, si6 (sheng, or free-reed
bamboo mouth organ), flutes, koto (a thirteen-stringed horizontal harp), and
harps, resonating in the sky.

The scarlet sunset tints the mountains rouge like Mount Sumeru. Green of
the pine trees stands out against the blue waves, and the storm sweeping
Ukishima-ga-hara (the foot of Mount Ashitaka)scatters the blossoms.The
celestial maiden dances. Her feathery sleeves sweep like dancing snowor
swirling white clouds. Amazingly graceful and beautiful.
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Maiden  Let me offer this prayer for the emperor of the moon,
Mahasthamaprapta Bodhisatva.

Reciters A dance song in the Azuma-asobi,
[jo-no-mai]

An open, natural and slow dance, accompanied by the performance of a
Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum.

Maiden  As if putting on the blue of the sky,
Reciters  As if putting on the mist of spring,

Maiden the exquisite robe,in beautiful scent and color.The maiden sways
and flutters the train of her robe.

Reciters  Lightly dances left and right, the sleeve of the feather robe forms
beautiful dancing patterns,swinging and sweeping in the heavenly
wind.

[ha-no-mai)
A short up-tempo dance accompanied by the combination of two notes of
hayashi, and the music of a Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a

drum.
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Reciters  After dancing a variety of the Azuma-asobi songs, the celestial
maiden living in the moon shrinesoars up into the sky where the

full moon shines. Lighting up the ground with the moon, she
scatters treasures upon the land - gold, silver, coral, and other
gems, with her wish that the holy vow of Amitabha Buddha to
save the all living creatures is peacefully achieved, and the country
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enjoys prosperity.

e
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As time passes, the celestial maiden in the feather robe flutters her
robe with the coastal wind, flies above Miho-no-Matsubara, passes
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over Ukishima-ga-hara, and soars above the peaks of Mounts
Ashitaka and Fuji. She finally vanishes in the hazy spring sky.
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Synopsis

One spring morning, a fisherman named Hakuryo, sets out to go fishing with his companions and
finds a beautiful robe hung on a pine branch at Miho-no-Matsubara.

When he attempts to take it home as a family heirloom, a celestial maiden appears and asks him
to return the robe to her. At first, Hakuryo refuses to return it. However, he is moved by the celestial
maiden, who laments that she cannot go home to heaven without it. He therefore decides to give her the
feather robe in return for seeing her perform a celestial dance.

As the celestial maiden in the feather robe performs the dance, which describes the Palace of the
Moon, she praises the beauty of Miho-no-Matsubara in spring. She eventually disappears in the haze,
beyond the peak of Mount Fuji.

Highlight

This noh drama is based on the well-known legend of the celestial feather robe. In the folk tale, the
celestial maiden is compelled to become the wife of the man who hides her feather robe. However, in
this noh drama, the generous fisherman, Hakuryo, soon returns the robe to her.

Hakuryo suspects that if he gives the feather robe back to her, she will fly back to the heaven without
performing the dance. But the maiden responds that such doubts belongs to the earth but there is no
deceit in the celestial world. Honest Hakuryo is impressed by her words and returns the robe to her.

The dance of the celestial maiden is the pillar of this drama and is called Suruga-mai in Azuma-
asobi in later years. Zeami's book shows that he considered the dance of the celestial maiden as special.
In later generations, the celestial dance is recognized as the archetype of dances; however, the form has
been dramatically changed since then.

A calm spring sea, white sand beach, lush green pine trees, exquisite dance of a celestial maiden,
and Mount Fuji at the horizon. Both the performers and audience are filled with happiness whether
performing or watching this noh drama.
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Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters

Mask

Costumes

the third group noh
Zeami (according to one tradition)

“Tango no Fudoki” Itsubun (the original is lost), a legend as to a celestial feather robe

Spring (March)

Row of pine trees at Miho Beach (present Shimizu City in Shizuoka Prefecture).
A tranquil spring day, after rain has lifted, from morning to evening.

Tsukurimono of a pine tree, which represents a pine grove, is placed at the central front of the stage. A

beautiful chéken is hung on a bough of the pine tree.
A pine tree at the central front of the stage

Shite (lead part) celestial maiden

Waki (supporting cast) Hakuryo, a fisherman

Waki-tsure (the companion of Waki) two fishermen

Shite Z6, Wakaonna, or Koomote

Shite kazura (a kind of wig), kazura-obi (belt for kazura), onna-basara, tenkan (celestial crown),

kitsuke / surihaku (a kind of kimono with gold

or silver foils), koshimaki/ nuihaku (a kind of

kimono with gold or silver foils and embroidery), koshi-obi (belt), a fan. Wearing choken at

the time of monogi.

Waki mizugoromo, kitsuke / dan-noshime (noshime style kimono with very wide stripes), white

okuchi, koshi-obi, and a fan. Holding a fishing
Waki-tsure  same as Waki.

Number of scenes one

Length

About one hour and ten minutes

pole over his shoulder.
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