Ataka Story

1. Togashi Enters

Following the nanori-bue, Togashi enters the stage with his follower (ado-ai)
who is a sword-bearer. They stand at joza (the place where a noh actor stops
and performs when he enters the stage) at the left back of the stage.

[nanori-bue] flute music played to announce the entrance of the supporting
cast for most of the time.

Togashi I am Togashi so-and-so, who is from Kaga region. I have heard a
rumor that Lord Yoritomo has now fallen out with his younger
brother, Yoshitsune, and that Yoshitsune and eleven followers
disguised as mountain priests are headed to Oshi to rely on the
Fujiwara clan. Lord Yoritomo has heard the news and has newly
established barriers in the provinces with orders to strictly inves-
tigate mountain priests. I am in charge of the guard of this barrier
in Ataka, so rigorously stop mountain priests and investigate them
every day.

Is anybody there?
Follower Right in front of you, master.

Togashi  If any mountain priest comes to pass this barrier today as well,
report it to me.

Follower Yes, sir.
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Ataka Story

2. Yoshitsune and His Followers Enter

R
Pl

=gt Wy
A L

Ip & A FEIFHDNE A by

SR REREE T e E S THN

With the music of shidai, Yoshitsune leads Benkei and other followers, who
are all disguised as mountain priests, and enters the stage, followed by a
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footman disguising as a porter.
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[shidai] The slow, instrumental entrance music played of undetermined beat. = 'EEE*I‘ /L & ¥ %
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Benkei and Other Followers Vo ,; %? 1z {’% N
Our traveling attire is what mountain priests wear for their ascetic % 8 VoD VAS &
training. Our clothes get wet in the dew when we pass through the = A 5 A
deep mountains. Our clothes even more wet because of the dew 7;; f£ UH

on the rough road.
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(Footman My attire is also for mountain priest, but it is torn and can’t be
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Benkei and Others

In the ancient Chinese story, with his shield, a loyal subject, Fan
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Ceng, relieved his master, Liu Pang, from danger at the Feast at
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Hong Gate. Unlike the story, we had no means to save our master
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other than to leave the capital at Kyoto, disguising ourselves as

traveling monks, and now have to go a great distance away. Oh,
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how far the road lying ahead of us!
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Benkei ~ Now, who are following Lord Yoshitsune are ...

Ise no Saburé Yoshimori, Suruga no Jir6 Kiyoshige, Kataoka Hachiro
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Hirotsune, Mashio Juré Gon-no-kami Kanefusa, Hitachibé Kaison, and so
forth.
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I, Benkei, am disguised as a mountain priest, leading the group, The master
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and the followers, twelve of us are in unaccustomed traveling costume.
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We all have to wear the attire of mountain priests and come into the deep g- [
mountains brushing away dew andhfrost. A.lthough \‘/ve a.re not cer.tam how far - b - b ur_ mWoox 5 12 =z 2 3 1'% B b\ _l_
our path le'flds, let us hurry along the road in Hokuriku in the spring, where D 4 % L 2 2, Li\ L 7 ¥ ¢ :1: .
snow remains. i, g N —@: D H Iz 1] “(\ H IR V)\‘ }/,)) £,
T = A oz z b AN b la 5 &
> > =51 o =0y N N
Benkei and Others S %,_ v }ﬁ“ 5 v @ 7 %[353 ‘ 2 Jirs - S ?é)\
Alas it was February 10th, Alas it was a February night, We left o % 2: - 2 o A b\‘ 3&:‘ b % = % *
I Z <

A 7R Dz D 7o 3 ' D H L
Kyoto under a full moon. ) % & i ° # Iz & A I
% % oWl oy b o ®E L H P
“Both people leaving from and returning to Kyoto are reluctant 2 L [0 ° I eI O D = D 3 A
to part from one other. People cross at the barrier at Osaka < 7 > @ /N e Iz D L B4 :‘C fﬁ\ éﬂ &
Mountain” When we passed the barrier at Osaka described in this f/j; zc) T Z D 1 Y P)\ v 2 % A i 7 2’
poem and looked back in the direction of Kyoto, hazy air in spring o é%) HEIE 5 i § ES I 3 g H RN
covered Mount Osaka. 23 H Y R = S 5 R ) N i
< 75) 15 0) =t EF‘ E% f\_ ‘[ e E' %

3 5 i N >

| . | oy Wi “ S S
How wistful that the spring haze hides the direction of the capital L A Z & % % s I = % % T
city! ik g 7o ME 79 X: 3 ;9: i b
. . , ’) :& o g;‘ JEE d,b % 15 7‘7)) % ‘(“ Z) %
How wistful the spring haze! ° D w O & t I ) e < B e
7% iz = S 7 & b 2=z
We then sailed upon Lake Biwa all the way to Kaizu no ura on Iz h 7 < P W Hy ;LE D
the northern shore. When the rising sun at dawn was dyeing the % Z P Z X ,ﬁ 2o i 2 léd%: 3
world, we passed Mount Arachi, which is read in a poem as the " AN {% %)I: ) ?‘L; b ) by
place where chigaya grass grows. Ve IRt i\ E‘l A & C Jifa K
5 L SR , 2 o X<
) i 73 .
We looked out over Tsuruga Bay, which is also called Kehi no umi, ES W 2:\ \z 2)— Hr g; & & ,Eg
and looked out to pray toward the sacred pine forests of ancient L: L A H%J = il D L \«’) /24\: =
Kehi shrine from a distance. After the pass of Mount Kinome, % W O A I % T C & ) v
we could look upon mountains of villages of Itadori (hewers of L ':I:i 15 gé o i '?2 e #B I < 1A
lumber). We further crossed a ford in a river and passed Asozu. In 3 . e 4t ;]2\ ] z D b v
. o Lo 7T E o iz %= W AN
Shinowara, continuing to the port of Mikuni, the waves washed 5 = N N T/A §7j( N Z — ) H
upon the shore and the reeds bent before the stormy wind. < D P OHhE /N ¥ I z ok 5
Without having enough time to regret the fallen cherry blossoms IZ% B 2% 1 37 o & W N
blown by this storm, we finally reached the barrier of Ataka. 3 (3 B <)) 7= H H I S
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Benkei  As we were hurried, we have already arrived at the port of Ataka.
What about having a rest for a while here?

Benkei At your command, master.
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3. Discussion between Yoshitsune and Benkei V) { T 3 3 B =3 . 5
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Yoshitsune orders Benkei to discuss a strategy for passing through the Fﬁj o< W ES /_éé: i£]

barrier at Ataka. Benkei controls the hot-blooded followers, calls the porter, W L o ;g ‘?:, _\é‘ -
and takes his oi and rain hat to give them to Yoshitsune to disguise him as a E 55% h H
porter. 75: D i D
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Yoshitsune Now, Benkei. Z L /\{) U:
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Yoshitsune Did you hear what those passing travelers were talking about?
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Benkei  No, I did not hear anything, master. ° 1z
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Yoshitsune They said that a new barrier was established at the port of Ataka to By B
rigorously investigate mountain priests. hs| B <}
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Benkei ~ How appalling! It must be newly established because they have 7z % LV )
learnt that my master is going to the Mutsu district. This is a k—) ~ 75‘)
serious trouble. We should stop here for a moment to discuss the 3;)0 T o
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Ataka Story

One of the Followers
Such a barrier is not a major trouble. I respectfully tell you that we
should make a frontal attack and break the barrier.

Benkei A moment! As you mention, it would not be a serious issue for
us to break through one barrier. However, our master would face
more troubles on his way afterwards, if we broke through this
barrier.

[Facing Yoshitsune] I think it is important for us to make all the
efforts in order not to have any trouble here.

Yoshitsune Do as you think best.
Benkei Yes, master.

I have an idea. We followers indeed look like mountain priests, but
you, master, your noble bearing does not match the attire. Besides,
people know you well. You will easily be spotted. I am worried
about maintaining your appearance. I am terribly sorry to ask

you this, but would you mind taking your monk’s garment off and
putting on the oi that the porter has, wearing his sedge rain hat low
over your eyes, and following us in weary manner? People would
then hardly notice you.

Yoshitsune That makes sense. Help me to take my clothes off, then.
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his shoulders! [Ai answers yes.] Go ahead of us and reconnoitre
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the barrier to closely observe whether the barrier officer is really
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investigating mountain priests.
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4. Reconnaissance of the Footman
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Ordered by Benkei, the footman hides his tokin in his garment and leaves for
the reconnaissance of the barrier (spying upon the barrier at ichi-no-matsu
(the first pine) on the gangway bridge). He finds the heads of executed
mountain priests are lined at the side of the barrier. While astonished at

the scene, he makes a funny poem saying “The mountain priests must have
escaped away, blowing their conch-shell horns, but they were blown away. I
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am wondering who chased them?” He rushes back to the group for a report.
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While the footman is away, Yoshitsune has taken off his mountain priest’s o 1%
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5. Report of the Footman

The footman returns to Benkei, humbly stays at metsukebashira (the marker
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column), which is at the left front of the stage. He reports the facts to Benkei,
who praises the footman for the funny poem and orders him to follow the
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group. The footman leaves to the kyogenza.
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6. Departure of Yoshitsune and His Followers
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The group stands up, follows Benkei to cross the gangway bridge to the
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curtain, and then returns to the stage. Although Yoshitsune follows them, he
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has a seat along the way at the kokenza located at the left back of the stage.
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Benkei Shall we leave now?

Benkei  Just as a safflower is remarkable in a garden, our master cannot
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hide among the masses. Therefore, ’
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Followers he takes his mountain priest’s costume off and puts on shabby =
hemp clothes, as people would not pay attention to such a foot- s o
man. Z =
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Benkei  He wears the oi, which is carried by a footman. i '3;
s .
Yoshitsune Yoshitsune, himself, takes it and puts it on his shoulders. ’7'_3[% ?ﬁ
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Followers He ties the rain coat and small box on the oi. # 5 5 - 5
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Yoshitsune I hide my face with ayasugegasa (a sedge hat woven in twill weave E_, K Eé *A AP S E:' % I f‘%(f ® %

design) = Al B & A A »3 el &t /:E; o @D
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Followers leaning on a stout stick, iG] L E D Vv 9 R - H 1%
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Yoshitsune disguising myself as a footman with feet in pain, R L ™ b\ 7 b H
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Followers He staggers, totters. ;é) T; = 2 % ;FJE
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How pitiful it is that he has to do this. Yol + & it
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Benkei It is better for you to follow and come after us. Now, everyone, go ;) (E 3

N
through here. <

The Follower at the Line Head

Yes, sir.

7. Dialogue between Benkei and Togashi

The follower of Togashi stands up and notices Benkei and his group crossing
the gangway bridge. He reports it to Togashi. Follow his man, Togashi stands
up and calls to Benkei, standing at the joza. Yoshitsune is the kokenza, and the
other followers stand and line on the gangway bridge.

NMETED OGIEEAED IO | SR AA § IO TEFA o SN S EH

ASA TSNS CNES NI O (A

BEER—4 LT A thegg.corn -8 - http:// www.the-noh.com
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The Follower of Togashi j?ﬁ
Excuse me, master, but many mountain priests are coming to pass 1% 7][] 7 BN
through this barrier. o b - o

Togashi O, mountain priests are coming. I see. *E

[Facing Benkei] Gentlemen of traveling priests, this is a barrier.
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Benkei  I'understand. Recently, training monks were dispatched by Todaiji
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Temple in Nara to provinces for the sake of rebuilding the temple.
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I am in charge of the region around Hokurikudoé and travel as you
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can see. Well, first of all, would you join us by making a donation?
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Togashi  How respectful and commendable! Although I would love to con-
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tribute a donation, this is the barrier to stop only mountain priests.
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Benkei = May I ask what the reason is?
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Togashi  Lord Yoritomo has fallen out with Yoshitsune, and there is a rumor
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that Yoshitsune is disguised as a mountain priest traveling with
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eleven followers escaping to Oshii for protection under Fujiwara no
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Hidehira. An order has then been issued to newly establish barriers
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in the provinces and strictly investigate mountain priests, who try
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to go through the barriers. Hence, I am in charge of this barrier

3

at Ataka and take them into custody. In particular, you are a large

group. I shall not allow even one of you to pass this barrier.
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Benkei  Iunderstand your circumstances. However, the order tells you to a %
catch false mountain priests, is that not so? Could it be that the & S TR z z 7 z W ® 2 4
o
order tells you to take genuine mountain priests into custody? H1 S A ) n 'y D Z % °
O S R S S W
The Follower of Togashi z <X A bo };% - i3 h % Eé
Watch your mouth. We just killed three mountain priests with Ef/ i%;‘ f‘i ,%LE il\ ;ZIC Ej E ]? l& §
swords yesterday. L F o 7'; g i R 1T 2 b 2
- h %2 b % % R X B
Benkei  So, was the killed priest Yoshitsune? °© A O A £ ::[_:ﬂ E L j) N
T - z . ®H = 0oz 2
Togashi How annoying! No more question! I will not allow any of you to go L i - — 754 A = L 0";
through. ?E /V % Fta 7‘52 %)T B_E :o <
g 7z "§ T{ \
Hi & 5 At 2 Tz
Benkei  So, you mean, we too are to be killed here? iz oz n j% < X n —
I 7 % ° R A
Togashi  Absolutely. Wz & - S S A 6
DY
Benkei =~ How outrageous! What bad timing we encountered for trying to ?ﬁ‘ 7?) 2 f% 5 + {%t ES)
pass through this barrier! We now have very little choice. Before Z L J_a‘_ 1z £ Hy 3‘:5
dying, let’s make a last prayer, and gracefully be killed with honor! L - > ¥ = [ZN)) 7%
T.\ < v ]ﬂﬂ —a—
[Facing others] Everyone, gather together here. v L ° =) 2
N N
55 ¥ b
Followers of Yoshitsune EY 7 L cz‘v
Yes, sir. i ?{; D g;
¢ D z
v
Wz o
n - < W
£ 9 2
I, 7 AT
o) ) j;
< D
5 1l

BEBGR— 5 LY A thegg.corn -10 - http://Wwww.the-noh.com



E
8. Devine Service by the Group of Benkei E EE :C ;)] g
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The simple but strong beat of notto (the music played before a prayer) music %E % 7;‘ % éc/ ? F?—ji 2 E g v T
starts. Benkei and Yoshitsune’s other followers start to prepare a prayer at % 2 % + 1z L X =z N Ui / D
the site. They tie up the sleeves of their mizugoromo at the shoulder with & s " 7= & D ¢ X 2 b s 7 Eh
bands, put their fans in their garments, and take up their Buddhist rosaries. 3\ )@z;‘ fifi - Tl D __I': N 7LE IJ_I 9 )3;3 - 7
Afterwards, led by a roughly sitting Shite, they have a seat in a triangle at the e % N U\ ;IZEI]] é) Z? g I /Oﬁ)ﬁ'
center of the stage. w fe @ Sy 8 N N - %
N B o & & koo ) <=
‘ H Z 27 W~ 9w & o N
Benkei and Followers | 5o N 2 A D % /&)
Now, let’s start our last prayer! >k L\ FE - T fir T 17 5 E3
D WEe o HH 28 ga # o) h.
Mountain priests practice the training originally inherited from En ;‘-E (;k,‘ %’E J‘E % {T; J;): E
no Ozunu, and their appearance models the divine body of Acala :‘:‘: jl; ¥ . /;!E 1%, ° B
(Fudo-myo0). 3 | 7 % -
1 fi T n
First, tokin is a crown, representing the five wisdoms of * & N B
Mahavairocana (Dainichi-nyorai). i ? ICL; g
. . . . z C 2
The mountain priests put it on their heads, which has twelve folds W =2 UE
based on the twelve fatalities of creatures (the twelve causes and (53 ﬁﬁ

=<
=

results which create the reincarnation of life through the past,
present, and the future).

They wear the costume in the color persimmon, which symbolizes
the Mandala of the Diamond Realm (the map, which describes the
solid wisdom of Mahavairocana, who casts our delusions away).
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S AR (OHRETX)

O

They wear a pair of black gaiters, which symbolizes the Womb
Realm (the world, which represents the mercy of Mahavairocana
that leads and saves the masses).
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Ataka Story

Also, the eight holes through which pass the straw laces of their
sandals symbolize the lotus with eight petals in the Pure Land and
represent their hearts to stand upon it.

When they open their mouths for breath, they exclaim a Sanskrit
character, a. When they close their mouths, they pronounce un.
They embody the truth.

Although mountain priests are like living Buddha, you now try to
kill them.

The fierce resentment of the divines in the underworld to your
behavior is beyond our imagination.

You must immediately receive the punishment from the god of

Kumano, in whom we believe.

Group Reciters
They recite a mantra, onabiraunken, and rub their rosaries with
rattling sounds. (But Togashi is not daunted.)

9. Benkei Recites the Kanjin-cho

Responding Togashi’s request to recite the kanjincho, Benkei steps back to the
kokenza in the left back of the stage, passes his rosary to koken (supervisor),
and receives a scroll from him. Benkei stands slightly left of the center front of
the stage and pretends to read out the kanjincho. While unfolding the scroll,
he recites the statement of intent from memory. This scene is the Kanjincho,
which is recognized as one of the three greatest recitals (san-yomimono), and
the climax of this drama.
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Togashi It isa great prayer. You mentioned that you travel to collect dona- ‘ﬁb &
tions for Todaiji Temple in Nara. You must have the kanjincho (the . m"% 0>

statement of intent for asking donations) for it. Would you read it ill‘/) & é Cji\ % i L %6)5 j; Z ;i lj: i §

for us now? We would sincerely listen to it. L ?ﬁ g B fE ) R h % L 3 ;d‘:) %;)b

z L 5 mHM LIk % h ) B

Benkei ~ What? Are you asking me to read out the kanjincho? )N n T = < 7’;? L T #h v =

tEmz A@mF . F £ 3 <

Togashi  Certainly. L % ) v oh T I iz m 97

A 0 B * S

Benkei  Isee. S L it e i e < j;

(O3 it 7z =L D L

% % O G & L g %

We have no such kanjincho. However, I remove an ordinary scroll from my o B3 moE | S > B H Z

and start to read it loudly, pretending that I am reading the kanjincho. Z Z IZ % 10 J: o 2 ) £

L x K iblz i3 L ¥

Benkei  Since Gautama Buddha, the unparalleled leader of living thi 1 % SR 5 P iy El EN

) paralleled leader of living things, 2 3 = o %) rh 2 ¥ B

entered nirvana just as the fall moon hides behind a cloud, no one T W x Y fk < D D ' B

comes to enlighten the illusion of all living beings, who eternally Nox =X £E o 5 T N

reincarnate and flow, as having a long dark night dream. i 1% & W o H F El - =

h ST B P 75; - D

However, not so long time ago, there was an emperor, whose name g L\ 1,%)[] %;)QA %f’ % :6 %

was Shomu. He was bereaved of his beloved empress and could not T = % o ﬁ%‘x ) B 1}__

suppress his love. His eyes wept all the time with big pearly tear- N {0) D D N . B B

drops. He however decided to end the sorrow and to accumulate \ﬁg ﬁ i i =3 T H D

benefactions. He therefore constructed a statue of Vairochana. ﬁf ¢ 3 & %: 9 J: L

il & e B R X 7 %

{h- L D p% S %l I e)
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A follower of Togashi notices Yoshitsune at the center of the stage and reports
his observation to Togashi.
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Regretting the ruin of such a venerable holy place, Shunjobo 2 7+ 71':0 )
Chogen now asks donations from people in all the provinces. Even %"i § ®
' * > 7 5 & » L ¢ % Z
as little as a sheet of paper or half of a penny, people who offer 23 e 3 'l/u)\ /j[;‘L 2 $ o 5 n
donations for the reconstruction will fully enjoy their lives in this = ® N < N D) 1, oz IF
world and will sit on many thousands of lotuses in the Pure Land in B 12 ¥ B ) D % E N
the other world. % X N G| < =] L\ )N D
7 £ b A 2 Tl
Benkei embraces Buddha and deferentially vows, respectfully announces, and 23 D }j 75‘\ }; é‘g {é g; 1023: gf)%
ds out as loud as it echoes to the heaven. X < - N E 5
reads out as loud as it echoes to the heaven &)\ s ° X D it J'ﬁﬂzi i < Fé
. 3 < D S =
Togashi  Officers at the barrier at Ataka marvel and are overwhelmed by his = ° b A L %5 I ;E;'J_
powerful speech. They thus let the group go through. t?; 2 2 Z8 T M Hy
%E 2 1% ) Hh D 4
Togashi  Please go through right now. [ E:;F ?) ? S‘E %
T ‘O ~ o L
Benkei  Thank you. 5 = E ¥
L A 5
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Ataka Story

Togashi takes his right sleeves off from his shoulder and waits for Yoshitsune,
holding his sword under the arm. Yoshitsune, who is disguised as a porter,
comes. Togashi stands up to prevent Yoshitsune, who then withdraws to

the joza at the left back of the stage, kneels down and looks at the ground.
When all of Yoshitsune’s followers try to rush back from the gangway bridge,
Benkei runs to the front to control the impetuous followers, and argues with
Togashi. In mock anger, Benkei treats the interrogated Yoshitsune as a mere
footman and beats him with a staff, sending him to the kokenza so he may pass
the barrier. When Togashi tries to stop Benkei, the other followers advance
upon Togashi in two lines. Benkei strives to stop them by holding his stick
horizontally. In the end, Togashi and his followers yield and step back behind

the musicians.

A Follower of Togashi
Excuse me, master, but the man going over there is Yoshitsune.

Togashi  You, porter over there, stop now.

The Followers of Yoshitsune

Oh my! They doubt our master. Our luck comes to an end here.
Benkei  No, hold yourself in for a moment. Don’t panic and cause our
strategy to fail.
[Facing Yoshitsune and in a severe tone] Hey. Why does the porter
not come to this side?
Togashi I stopped him.

Benkei ~ May I ask why you stopped him?

Togashi My follower reports to me that the footman resembles somebody.
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Benkei  [Facing Togashi] Ah, are you a thief as you put your eyes on our
luggage?

Reciters  Eleven mountain priests almost unsheath their swords and censure

* B & B 1%1 &
E‘ =
Benkei ~ What did you say? It is nothing special that one human is similar 2
to another human. So now, who is he similar to? . N
R & X 2 0w i Iz L Afa]
| - N | ESEE o & v T A H S
Togashi I was told that he is similar to Yoshitsune. I will hold him here until N 2 X il ~ P L ¥ wog
things can be clarified. = By L 78 W A N o) %k
i 7 :% = T 20
Benkei =~ What!? That is impossible! It will become an unforgettable event < D ”; h D 7bi lﬁg o T
in your lifetime to be mistaken for Yoshitsune. But how annoying ﬁ < =1 Fj‘)‘ % llfﬁ > 2:
you are! We are supposed to reach Noto (northern Ishikawa g?: &3 L 5 b 7 % o
. . ) e 3 iy
Prefecture) by sunset. With such a light burden on your shoulders, %) > e e F
you are so sluggish that people doubt you. You've been annoying &F %2( z ok ‘ﬁ;
me for a long time and now you prove that my feeling is reason- 2 I 5 . T
. " Z X L 5 37’)
able. I will let you know it! 5 b v R
e L H °
Saying so, I, Benkei, firmly hold a stout stick and beat Yoshitsune. 5 Ja51 b CH|
5 2356
[Facing Yoshitsune] Hurry up! Go, go now! [Togashi tries to stop it.] S <
3] N
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D
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Togashi and his followers as Togashi and the others draw swords 5
against such an unworthy porter and they must intend to bully the {%— J L.I
weaker, or they are such weaklings. £} IE'E
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Ataka Story

Every demon must be scared of their strength.

Togashi It seems we have made a mistake. Well, please go through.

11. Distress of Benkei

Benkei releases the tucked sleeve of the mizugoromo, enters the stage, and
announces at the joza at the left back that they have come a long way from
the barrier at Ataka. Yoshitsune puts down his hat and oi and sits on a folding
portable chair. Everyone lines up to the right of him, except Benkei, who has a
seat at the center of the stage and laments the misfortune of Yoshitsune.

Benkei =~ We have come quite a distance from the barrier. Please have a rest

here for a moment.
[Facing the others] Everyone, come closer.

Although we were forced to an extremity, I apologize for my
inexcusable behavior toward you at the barrier. I cannot bear the
fact that at this phase I had to beat my master. [ am so regretful
that your fortune as a warrior has declined to such an extent.

Yoshitsune You are wrong, Benkei. Your intelligence at the barrier is beyond
a human’s. Heaven must have helped us there. Although I almost
gave up my future when the officer at the barrier doubted me,
you beat me up to save me as if I were a real porter. It is not your
strategy alone. It must be a prophecy of the Great Bodhisattva
Hachiman. Thinking of it, how grateful we should be!
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Ataka Story

12. Distress of Yoshitsune
Yoshitsune reminisces over his past and laments his current situation.

Reciters  Although it is said that we live in the Age of the Decadent Law, the
sun and moon are still in the sky. Whatever excuse I have, I must
receive divine punishment for I have beaten my master with a staff.

Yoshitsune It is said that observing circumstances, one understands his past
which created the present situation, as well as his future which will
be created by the present situation. That is exactly true of myself.

Reciters  Bad luck comes one after another in February. Today in the end of
February, it is amazing that we could manage to escape from the
danger.

Yoshitsune The master and the followers all remain dazed,

Reciters Just as if awakening from a dream, looking at each other, and
shedding tears.

Reciters ~ Ah, Yoshitsune was born in a warrior family, confided his life to his
brother, Yoritomo, and departed to chase and kill the Heike clan
with a readiness to cast his life into the water of the western sea.
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He has never felt ease since then, as he repeatedly camped out and %,jr; —
rest his head on his armor’s sleeve. Sometimes on boats, he has - = 4 - F - -
been exposed to violent winds and waves, and sometimes while = il 7 s A z A = c 20
P . L waves, z > 7D x 3 L ow ) % e & %
the deep snow hides the hoof of his horse, he has charged forward 1z B JE 3 B < R H: e ;[:E Tt B
on the spine of the mountains. He advanced upon the enemy at B A AL (1)) 5 Vg I VA = < B
Suma and Akashi and fought with them. With all these efforts, he 0 752 ;‘E R n c".\ A L WO T
annihilated the Heike clan only three years after the family’s exile § %ﬁ 4 :;‘t i = 7§ s D
3
from Kyoto. However, his achievement in creating the age for the o 2 W D H 3: f) 'é.;' J:\ ’\%‘é
. . . . ! pI=]
Genji clan means nothing to him today. What kind of karma has z < 7 3 < i A
brought him to such a condition? &b\ A A Iz L H DI
. 3 CEE: ¥ » b o
Yoshitsune Although I know that nothing goes as I wish in this world, ! bz =) IR 2 A < 7>
L 7> 7c 7% B
i\ 77* o N N5 N
Reciters  when he thinks back on things, while an honest person is suffer- I g 1({ - 21 {i 3
ing, a disloyal subject, who slanders others, behaves more and iR L il VwoOE
more proudly. While he is ebullient at a place above the clouds, do 1 ¢ W %
I have to be tortured with the frost and snow in remote places and ) v JEl A
bury my name under the rural snow? The gods and Buddha are 73: i D
g R

supposed to rectify things for reason and order, but do they not

>F 0
b
1%

exist any longer in this world? How reproachful this world is, how
reproachful this world is!
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13. Visit of Togashi and His Follower

C&E

Togashi asks a follower to take him to Yoshitsune’s group with a bottle of sake

<
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in order to apologize for his disrespectful behavior at the barrier.

Togashi ~ Who goes there?
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Follower At your command, master.
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Togashi I am so ashamed to have made unreasonable demands of that Cj'; 5
group of mountain priests who have just passed. I would like to .
catch up with them and offer them a cup of sake. Go ahead of me 1%9 7,5: % Zi 7?: é ?iﬁ
and hold them back. Iz o 7 r z 5 F
(ES i 5 2 ES I
Follower Yes, master. L Wit & h 2E 1L
E El = ES o R
[Facing Benkei] Excuse me, sir. We would like to apologise for our ;j’ }: bi 7%
disrespectful behavior toward you a moment ago. The master of °€> e ° 2
-
the barrier says that he would like to come here with a bottle of fug

Zhov
>
ot

sake as he regrets his behavior.

Benkei ~ Oh my! We will see him right now.

14. Benkei’s Intelligent Work

CHOFTTERT TP I

)

While Benkei calls upon the other followers of Yoshitsune to remain vigilant,
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he holds a drinking party and moves around the stage, with the music of utai.
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Benkei  Isee. He may be trying to flatter to us by making us merry with

ATCRRMIEOB T FAF T CIUP ARE [~ E

S0k

a cup of sake, seemingly provided with good faith. Stay sharp,

everyone.

o A — S EE

Reciters  After being warned by Benkei to avoid arousing Togashi’s suspi-
cions, Yoshitsune’s followers sit in a circle behind a mound. A party
to celebrate the chrysanthemum blossoms starts, as appropriate for
the mountains.
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15. Benkei Dances

Benkei opens his fan and pours sake into Togashi’s glass. As requested, he

oSt

ad
=

dances for entertainment. The dance is otoko-mai (a male dance).

b = Vi F 7 + Z i vin
X 5 )% £ O) 5
Benkei O, graceful stream in the mountain, ... g L]
- = B N
Reciters It reminds me of the party of kyokusu-no-en, in which we float a s fl, s ]z; D 5, bk) % %
cup of sake in a winding stream, enjoy reciting impromptu poems &% < 0% i 3 et 9 s JaL
before the cup passes in front of you, and have some sake from the (%:; [ (%,i :E 7% PR/ Wi
cup. Let me have a dance. D I D =] - oI ZAS
K g K % % o i ‘
I, Benkei, used to be the most artful entertainer in the temple in Mount = % = [i}] % Egi {% 0”5'
Hiei. I was good at dancing for entertainment. The poem recited with such a k » E % 2> 5
dance sounds like the water of streams, making a waterfall and echoing the 9 L\ &E 1z N N
surrounding rock walls... 5 ik o - Cx_\
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Benkei  The roar of the waterfall, ... T i
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Benkei  Ah, I am drunk. ], the senior priest in this group, would like to fill "2} o
your glass. :'?ﬁ
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Togashi It is my pleasure. Or better yet, would you have a dance for enter-
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tainment?

Reciters  The roar of the waterfall,

[Otoko-mai]
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now. Don't trust in those barrier keepers.
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Well, the barrier keepers, I have to go. Benkei then says good-bye and takes
his oi upon his shoulders. While they have experienced a danger comparable
to treading upon the tail of a tiger, Yoshitsune and his followers now feel
relief in finally being able to escape from the fangs of a poisonous snake. They
continue their travel to the province of Mutsu.
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Benkei  The roar of waterfall, 3 E‘; F;% ?i % 4
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16. Finale 5 Z L % @ F
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Benkei finishes his dance in the joza at the left back of the stage. Encouraged e lj_:‘l \&, f,é ,@, D
by him, Yoshitsune and others quickly leave the party. Then at the center of ?ﬁ N g i V‘TZ; K
the stage, Benkei bows to Togashi and his follower in excusing themselves, D s T -
and finally conquers the difficulties. I F R piiiy
z T % N
> o Y
Reciters  Regardless of how strong the sun is, the waterfall always roars. J): B ¥ IR
Everyone, hurry up and leave while I am doing this. Let’s depart j\))o N 5 Z.\
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Ataka

Synopsis

Although Minamoto no Yoshitsune had performed meritorious services in the destruction of the
Heike clan, he fell out with his brother, Minamoto no Yoritomo. Yoshitsune found himself with no
choice other than to escape with his trusted followers, including Benkei, to Hiraizumi in the Osha
region and turn to Fujiwara no Hidehira, who was a supporter of Yoshitsune. He and his followers
are disguised as mountain priests and reach the barrier at Ataka in Kaga, one of the barriers newly
established by Yoritomo, who has heard rumors about the group of pseudo-mountain priests and is
trying to capture them. At the Ataka Barrier, they meet the barrier master, Togashi.

Benkei, who wants to pass the barrier at all costs, lies to the barrier officer that they are a group of
mountain ascetic priests collecting donations for the reconstruction of Todaiji Temple. Togashi, the
barrier master, is suspicious of them and compels Benkei to read the kanjincho — a letter of intent for
constructing or repairing temples — which proves that they actually are fund-raising monks for Todaiji
Temple. Benkei then perfectly reads a scroll as if he is reading a real kanjinché. Overwhelmed by his
vigor, Togashi initially allows them to pass through the barrier. However, he notices Yoshitsune, who is
disguised as a porter. Thinking quickly, Benkei suddenly reproaches Yoshitsune for bringing suspicion
upon the entourage and beats Yoshitsune with his stout staff. Overwhelmed by Benkei's determination,
Togashi lets them pass.

To apologize for his disrespectful behavior at the barrier, after the group has finally passed through
the barrier, Togashi later catches up with the group of Yoshitsune and Benkei. Togashi then starts
to drink with them. Since Benkei suspects that Togashi might be trying to entrap them, he exercises
vigilance while performing the Ennen-no-mai(a dance performed at temples for peace and longevity).
Then, the group led by Yoshitsune and Benkei takes leave of the people at the barrier and immediately
leaves to escape to Mutsu Province.

Highlight

Ataka is a masterpiece of genzai noh, in which the story evolves as time actually flows. A group of
twelve people, including the master Yoshitsune and his followers, is disguised as mountain priests to
escape from the capital, and Benkei leads the group.

Kokata (a juvenile noh actor) plays the master Yoshitsune.

The highlight of this drama is the encounter of Benkei and Togashi at the barrier in Ataka. The
story evolves breathlessly from the scene where Benkei reads aloud the kanjincho, to the scene where
he beats his master, and to a standoff between the group of mountain priests and Togashi and his
follower. kanjincho is recognized as one of the three greatest recitals (san-yomimono) and the technique
of reciting this utai is secretly passed from generation to generation. The complex combination of the
recital and hand drums, in which the vocal and instrument sound as it they are competing with each
other, create a climax of the music of this drama. After safely going through the barrier at Ataka, there is
a scene in which the audience calmly listens to Yoshitsune's tragic story. However, the peace is broken by
the visit of Togashi. In the end, Benkei manages to get his group over the difficulty with his intelligence
and dance. The story keeps the audience attentive until the end. This allows the audience to enjoy not
only the story but also the musical aspects of noh and the fascinating aspects of noh dance. The whole
story is the origin of a famous Kabuki play “Kanjincho".
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Category
Author
Subject
Season:
Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

The fourth group noh, zatsunoh (miscellaneous noh); genzaimono
Kanze Kojird Nobumitsu (according to one theory)

the seventh volume of Gikei-ki (Tale of Yoshitsune)

Spring (February)

maeba (the first half of the drama)
nochiba (the second half of the drama)

none

Shite (lead part)

Kokata (juvenile actor)

Tsure (the companion of Shite)
Omo-ai (main interluding cast)
Waki (supporting cast)

Ado-ai (other interluding cast)

The barrier at Ataka in the Kaga region
The barrier at Ataka in the Kaga region

Musashibd Benkei

Minamoto no Yoshitsune

(eight, nine or ten bit players), the followers of Yoshitsune
carrier in the group of Yoshitsune (footman)

Togashi

the follower of Togashi

no mask (hitamen)

Shite

Kokata

Tsure

Omo-ai

Waki

Ado-ai:

Number of scenes one

Length:

tokin (a small, black headdress worn by mountain priests), suzukake (tufts for the costume
of mountain priests), shima-mizugoromo (a type of striped knee-length kimono),

kitsuke/ atsuita (thickly woven kosode type of kimono), shiro-6kuchi (hakama in okuchi
(wide)-style, white), koshi-obi (belt), a small sword, a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

Later, holds a scroll.

tokin, suzukake, mizugoromo, kitsuke/ atsuita, shiro-okuchi, koshi-obi, a small sword, a fan,
and Buddhist prayer beads. After the change of costume on the stage (monogi), a sedge rain
hat, oi (a box that monks and mountain priests carry on their shoulders), and a stout staff.
Following the costumes of Shite.

tokin, kitsuke/ atsuita, kukuri-bakama (hakama with draw strings at the bottom),

kyahan (gaiters), a small sword, oi, and rain hat with a stick.

nashi-uchieboshi (eboshi-style warrior headdress), a white headband, tops and bottoms of
hitatare (kimono for warriors), kitsuke/atsuita, komi-okuchi (hakama worn under another
bottoms), a small sword, and a fan.

tops and bottoms of kyogen costume, kitsuke/shima-noshime (noshime style striped kimono),
a small sword, a fan, and a sword.

about 1 hour and 30 minutes
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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