Atsumori Story
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To quiet entrance music, Rensei (Rensho) enters the stage, crossing the
gangway bridge.
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1. Rensei (Rensho) Enters g %
In itinerant monk’s costume, Rensei (Rensho) enters by crossing the gangway % g ;C) < ;E)‘ 0’3 D g
bridge. He announces his identity, explaining that he used to be called 1l ¥ 4 9z i w i
Kumagai no Jird Naozane, and that he is visiting the battlefield of Ichi-no- % I ; g pa VA ¢ f&?
tani, in order to pray for the repose of the soul of Taira no Atsumori, whom T % " ° L D B i
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Rensei (Rensho) ﬁ" 0) & _ o U
Awakening to the fact that the world is fragile like a dream, I éﬂ ‘(H—jl\ i ;L EE ,é <
%
renounced the world, In actual fact, I became a priest. VD) X N
oy P gl i if
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Rensei (Rensho) 7z I 5 — % s N =z
Before you is a resident of the Musashi province, Kumagai no Jird % %%B 92 F FH;! 7 VC\
Naozane, who now is a Buddhist monk named Rensei (Rensho), {E‘t IEEI D ES ﬁ
. . h ~ 7 L % E|
who has renounced the world. In the war with the Heike clan, I < = 1z S o 5
. . R AN fr 1
took the life of a youth, Taira no Atsumori, with this hand. It was a 4 > E3) W < A3
terrible tragedy. After the deed, I became the priest you see before 7 H < T s T VA
you now. I am going to the battlefield of Ichi-no-tani to pray for - l% A % & H et
> [&] X A}
the peace of Atsumori’s soul. SN L S % xK B
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As the moon travels, southward departing from the clouds, I = A :T% < e L 7
too head to the south, leaving Kyoto where the emperor resides. b ;% % % Fifi Z A
Passing by Yodo’s famous water mill, going by Yamazaki, Koya 5 ji + * < %\ &
Pond, after crossing the Ikuta River, I arrived at Ichi-no-tani on % A ji\) L j; " 2]
Suma Bay with its pounding waves, described in the Tale of Genji. =5 D 2 7 i g
b oS ERR ¢ 7% %
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Rensei (Rensho) == == == ==
As I hurriedly traveled, I have already reached Ichi-no-tani in Tsu
province. The place reminds me of the battle as if it were happen- 'b"‘;

ing to me now. The sound of the flute issues from the field on a hill
over there. Some one must be there. I will wait for the player of the
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flute to inquire about this area.
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2. The Grass Cutter and His Companions Enter
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The grass cutter enters with his companions (tsure).

[shidai] With entrance music, the grass cutters enter.

Mowers  Breezes travel through the field, Breezes travel through the field,
carrying the music of our flutes to the world.
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Mower  Mowers working on yonder hills will go home, swimming in the
waves of grass at dusk. It is the time to go home.
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Mowers  As we do, they must live in Suma Beach, In a short travel back and
forth, we cut grass and draw seawater day by day in the mountain,
on the beach. Miserable toil is also hard for soul.
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Mowers  If you ask how we are, our response will be “empty and lonely”
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Mowers  An old poem says that if your friend asks, tell him you are in grief
pouring seawater at Suma Beach. If they know who I am, who boil
seaweed for salt on the beach, who shed tears for a forlorn life, my
friends will give a visit. Yet I fall down way so low.
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Close friends never look back at me forlorn. Having pondered this £ )
painful world, I pass through days of bitterness. z Bz i 7N N 4 )%J =] E E {?
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3. Dialogues between Grass Cutters and Rensei (Rensho) & é }EE ‘( 3 z < fj‘ e L~ 2
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Rensei (Rensho) asks the grass cutters and his companions why they have A L = ¥ 2 < & %‘ o VwoZ A
played a flute, and discusses the lumberjack’s gong and the mower’s flute. b 7 or L 7 3 | s & %O 3:) W
The dialogue is followed by a recitation including the names of various great 7 ° o z g ﬁz 3)\ % 5= : ci
flutes. V) =} . v RS
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Rensei (Rensho) jf’) 5‘) 2 L B < L 753:
Excuse me, but I would like to ask something of you, grass cutters. L ‘ 7 ¥ Y C g
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Mower  Are you talking to us? What is it? W 4y o 4 e u
3 " /e 3 4% T woIC
Rensei (Rensho) ‘3‘ % /D) Z = 5 &
Which of you played the flute I heard a moment ago? 75i ;l) < r % s 715
Mower  Yes, sir. I did. E ' 5 : ¢ g i,
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Rensei (Rensho) b o F e S
It was so graceful. Playing the flute is so unexpected for someone % ® < o ¥ NS
such as a cutter of grass. It was truly sophisticated music. > § 5 2 H
) < B 2, é“ %E
Mower  Though you say such elegance does not fit me, a proverb says, “Do VD ¥ oL
not envy people superior to you. Do not despise people inferior to ‘g + 27
you” What’s more, it is described as a lumberjack’s song and the 5 1 Y 7
mower’s flute, ftl‘ B
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Mowers the mower’s flute and lumberjack’s song are famous even in E
poems. N e e e
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How true. I thoroughly agree with you. So you mean the % 03 ii] ;ﬁ 71(
lumberjack’s song and the mower’s flute, z;; Z g 5; ;)‘
I ° H : W
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and the song by a lumberjack. % CA’
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Mower  to ease the pain of this annoying world chant a verse
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singing,
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Mower  dancing,
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Rensei (Rensho)
playing the flute

Mower entertaining

AV TRSSEE) o0 FOFHTHT A TercrcFEe

S M T ATOETTEENN LA

BesGR—4 LY A ~ thegl%.corn -4 - http://www.the-noh.com

A AT T e O



(Rensho) to repeat the prayer to Amitabha Buddha ten times and disappears,
implying that he is the ghost of Atsumori.
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Reciters  All pleasures were born from the heart to appreciate the beauty Z D EI
and elegance. A flute crafted from a bamboo that drifted up to the . % A .
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shore beautifully resonates. There are great flutes with names % ) ES b 0 z D 5 &5
Saeda (Twiggy), Semiore (Cicada). As a grass cutter blows this, Call 2 L + L %‘% D D\ 8 ' ?) EEE
this flute Aoba (Green Leaf). A z ) Fj:% Vi ;3;) i & — sE[b: 3)
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Ah well, upon Sumiyoshi Beach, Koma-bue (Korean flute) would fiil X k.\ 0?’ & };E % =) *E &
be suitableBut we are on Suma Beach, Say, Ama-no-Takisashi U; *L + . iz % 5 L Ci\
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(Saltmaker’s Ember), instead. A flute of ember, after baking the salt. ) =, oh 2 B
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Rensei (Rensho)
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How strange. I am wondering why you stay behind alone while

X

other grass cutters have gone home. May I ask you why?
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Mower  Ah, you ask me the reason? Your chanting the name of Amitabha 1z
Tathagata led me to you. Please, would you kindly repeat the name A i
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of Amitabha Buddha ten times for me?
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Rensei (Rensho)
Of course. I will give you the ten invocations. But let me ask, who
on earth are you?
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Mower I am someone who has ties with Atsumori.
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Rensei (Rensho)
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Oh, you have a bond with him. You remind me of him. Praying for
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him, Namu Amidabutsu(l devote myself to Amitabha Tathagata).
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Atsumori Story

Mower and Rensei (Rensho)
If I (Amitabha Tathagata) be enlightened to Buddha, I will
welcome all the people in all the worlds who chant Namu
Amidabutsu to enter my paradise.

Reciters  The mower says, “Please, do not abandon me. Even one chanting,
Namu Amidabutsu, leads us to the Buddha’s way. You even pray
the holy invocation for me every day and night. How appreciated!
You might already know my name. The name you always pray for,
it is my own name. Saying so, the mower silently fades away. The

mower silently fades away.

[Interlude]

5. Dialogue between Rensei (Rensho) and the Man Living on Suma Bay

Rensei (Rensho), who wonders about the incident he has experienced, asks
a local passerby about the story of the death of Atsumori. When he gives his
old name, Kumagai no Naozane, the man recommends him to further pray
for Atsumori. Rensei (Rensho) decides to stay for a while to hold further

memorial rites for Atsumori.

6. Memorial Service by Rensei (Rensho)

Rensei (Rensho) holds a memorial service for Atsumori through the night.
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8. Dialogue between Atsumori and Rensei (Rensho)

The ghost of Atsumori is delighted at being given a chance for enlightenment,
thanks to the memorial rites performed by Rensei (Rensho). He tells Rensei
(Rensho) that an old enemy has become a friend that day and announces he

CENMHE  CRYWETEO S SFCoves

will start his confession during the night.
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Rensei (Rensho) ;g: IOJ)__: % 10:) g
Encouraged by this wonder, Be guided by this wonder, Hold a R i 5 & = = ) oz
service through the night, chanting Namu Amidabutsu Pray more 5 | £ % 13 4 R Hy = D
and comfort him, Ease the soul of Atsumori for enlightenment. i X g & Egi' 4%':&' =y Wk
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[issei] With the rhythmic entrance music, the ghost of Atsumori enters. 5 Iz S’ 335 @
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Atsumori An old poem sings, “To Awaji Island, plovers fly and cheep. How 2 D ° 5
many nights is the gatekeeper of the Suma barrier awakened by o) < ~
their voices?” Yet, who else besides the gatekeeper stays late here? > 3" DR
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Atsumori Monk Rensei (Rensho), Atsumori is here. 2 ’{"Z
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Rensei (Rensho) L ° ng
How mysterious! In the midst of a memorial rite, ringing a gong Z Z

and praying, I am too busy to doze. Yet, Atsumori comes and é <

stands before me. I wonder, can this be a dream? L‘x 113)) B
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Atsumori How can it be? My karma in this life torments me still. I come to
see you to clear it. % ¥ < N - z A B 7 %) é:
7 Z ) Hij n D D A& A i< Z
Rensei (Rensho) D & 5 B i3 T ﬁ: Li\ Jj:: ;Elki <
Oh, why you? As the sutra promises you, any sin will vanish with < D B fﬁ i’g E, ) l;n 2 2 5{ E 5
one saying of the holy name of Amitabha Buddha. I repeated the j; { IN ,;f ‘ 3%5 . .? g 4
chant, Namu Amidabutsu, for you in daily memorial services. % 75‘) 1% 'R Ij] Lo < L
Being blessed, I believe you must no longer have any karma E‘Z ﬁ il 1/'4'_‘._":’: %% - 2 T
torturing you. %—\ 755' 2 S:_ ?’( % ; Zg
N Z
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Atsumori With the prayer, you save my soul, whose si p ) I ' i 2 - = L
rough sea. I L % T % ZC) ;]:
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Rensei (Rensho) l,j"; [E Iz i , »
The prayer for you will also lead me to Buddhahood. 1';':5‘3: 2 g N i -
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Atsumori I see. This prayer helps you to accumulate good deeds for becom- e 2 X it o )
ing Buddha. 5 o ¥ B %
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Atsumori Members of the Heike clan wallowed in their high status, and
tormented those below them.

<
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Reciters  Enjoying the wealth and flourish, my family never thought we were
arrogant.

Reciters  This must be what is often admonished “stay away from evil friends, 104): %

come closer to respected foes” The good foe must be you. S L0 ¥ L 2 » & = D H Loz

x 3 » % DD £ # h Vo

How grateful I am! Oh, so thankful, so thankful. Now, allow me to — VR N L b fb EE it e

tell you my confession, the story of my life, all night. M A e AN #£ O ® ik Wy Z Z
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For the sake of becoming Buddha, the ghost of Atsumori begins recounting his A A &K » M 7~ % e ° A i3
confession of his sins in life. Iz D g 3 w % Z h ya
5 ®WaW o @ W nooa X

Reciters  Spring flowers bloom at the top of branches, showing us the holy ? z{j 2 g %g E) 1:4; E it é b:) k)
teaching of Bodhisattva that we have to have nobler ambition L N Z il i 7k /;Lé\ bt A L é

and seek opportunities to reach Buddhahood. The autumn moon % Z 2z 1 K K D D T 7)

reflects from the bottom of water showing us the figure of the X [ < iz B iléﬁz 1% b %
Bodhisattva who comes down to earth to save all creatures. R 2» L & I wo Iz [ Z)o iE
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Atsumori The i f i i i i L < Tk " D h HL 41:@ VS
gorgeous mansions of the Heike family stood side by side, Iz > A [ % X D = ¥
representing the prosperity of the clan. However, such flourish T & AL 3 A} s % VC\
5 oz < Z = & S -
Reciters  was ephemeral just as the rose of Sharon blooms in the morning D AN w O % e = %o — '/:'\
but withers in the evening. It is difficult to encounter the Buddhist i Ve ES I b3 R W [
Law, which promotes virtue. Human nature is pitiful because we do _7,‘5;:,‘ b £ 2 ,:_\(z, o 5; Tk
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not notice our lives are as short as a spark from a flint. L T » = Z Kk 2% T
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Atsumori Story

Reciters

Atsumori

Reciters

Twenty and some years have flown by while the Heike clan ruled
the world. It was only one generation, and the days passed by
swiftly as a dream. In the autumn of 1183, just as leaves scattered
everywhere by a storm, the members of the clan were driven
asunder. Living on a boat for days and floating like leaves on the
waves, we even could not have a dream of returning to Kyoto.
We missed Kyoto like a caged bird misses the clouds. Rather, we
scattered like geese flying north, separated from their formation.
After drifting aimlessly for months, the next spring came. Our clan
camped at Ichi-no-tani, going ashore from the western sea, and
making this Suma Bay our temporary residence.

When the wind blew down the hill behind Suma Beach,

the village and the field were shiveringly cold. On the shore

where boats came together, the plovers cried day and night. Their
voices made me cry. My sleeves wet and wilted in tears and the
ocean splash, and my pillow floated on my tears. Many of us slept
together in a fisherman’s shack on the beach. We became familiar
with the villagers and grew used to cooking evening meals under a
slanted pine. What a sad, shabby life! We covered the ground with
brushwood to have a seat and be bemused. It was sad to see our
class decline so greatly, falling to become rural villagers now living
in such a wilderness at Suma.
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10. Dance of Atsumori
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Rensei (Rensho)

You enjoyed playing particularly amusing songs.

Atsumori We sang and recited imayo poems.

Rensei (Rensho)
You all recited in chorus,
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The ghost of Atsumori recounted the party held the night before the battle % % 7}% % ;L E § ;;% éé
and recreated his dance at the party. % s P A Z D X L =
S A A
Atsumori On the night of the sixth day of the second month, my father, é i/ M ¥ D VAEVAN
Tsunemori, gathered us to have a party for singing and dancing. 5; ;E\ b ﬂl F & o H
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Rensei (Rensho) = % % F 0 )
That being the case, I now know the reason for the music that bf Uj"( Vi) T B Z
night. The wind carried the splendid music of a flute from your E? ? X F?'Iiﬁ 3& &
camp to ours. % gé) % 9 N
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Atsumori Yes, it was mine, Atsumori’s flute, which I carried with me until the S %)): § 7 (Oj): >
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Reciters amused singing in the clapping of hands.
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[Chii-no-mai] lg 109: g :/FE'I\ %
A dance is performed with the music of a Japanese flute and the small and =5 = St
= =ho 2= BS .
large hand drums. E‘E ;‘J( Z g g g np')j ?iiz D K
s % 2 L ) L R 3
Instead of [chit-no-mai], [otoko-mai] or other type of dances are performed in \z }ﬁ iR < % T = i5d £ 02
o i 3
some cases, depending upon the school. Vo5 ) aR ) 7% % b 15
I i 3 ko %
7% AE i ~ 3 iﬁk iS
11. A 2 b : ~N : k % 'f/\ 1/ ) %\‘
. Atsumori’s War Story T 2 + 1z 5 < yap)
(=)
> b % Iz > : T fE L
The ghost of Atsumori recreates the scene of his fatal combat with Kumagai < = 2l A T % TN D
no Naozane with gestures. He tells Rensei (Rensho) that they are not enemies % EFT _IE. L fﬁuﬁ ‘77§ ﬁ 2
/O
any longer as he has been consoled by the same person who killed him. After ‘E\ 15 S % 73 %j o
asking for further prayers on his behalf, the ghost of Atsumori disappears. 5 A o oo
Spoo

With the fast, wild rhythm of [chii-nori-ji] (also called suhra-nori) press
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onward, the shite single-handedly skillfully performs two different persons,
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Atsumori himself and Kumagai, in the past scene of their deadly combat.

Atsumori Before long, including the boat conveying the Emperor Antoku

ASA

Reciters  the people of the Heike clan began to launch and board their ships
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to sail forth one after another. When I rushed into the waves not
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to miss a boat, His Majesty’s boat and warrior’s boats had already

sailed far out.
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Atsumori Stranded alone on the back of a horse on the beach I was hopeless %
[=]

and could not decide what I should do. & 2
b\ &\

Atsumori At just that moment, ,
4 i
< 4
Reciters Kumagai no Jiré Naozane fiercely pursued him. Atsumori pulled = v
his horse back to face Naozane, and unsheathed his sword. They E g
exchanged several blows with their swords. They grappled with =R It

each other on horseback before falling to the beach together, and
Atsumori was finally killed.
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Atsumori Story

Today my fate brought me here to meet you. When I tried to slay
you as my foe, I found that you have rewarded an old enemy with
kindness and prayed for the peace of my soul with holy invocations.
I believe we will both be reborn on the same lotus flower in
Paradise in the end.

Monk Rensei (Rensho), your name is the same as the lotus flower.
You were not my enemy. Please, pray for me. Please comfort my
soul.
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Atsumori

Synopsis

After killing the exceptionally young warrior, Taira no Atsumori, in the battle at Ichi-no-tani,
Kumagai no Jird Naozane, a warrior of the Genji clan, renounced the world and took the priestly
name Rensei (Rensho), as he was overwhelmed by the tragedy and realized the uncertainty of life.
When Rensei (Rensho) visits the Ichi-no-tani battlefield to pray for the repose of Atsumori's soul
and looks back on the day, grass cutters appear, to the music of a flute. When Rensei (Rensho) speaks
to them, one of them tells him the story associated with the flute.

To the suspicious Rensei (Rensho), the man responds that he has a connection with Atsumori
and asks Rensei (Rensho) to repeat the prayer to Amitabha Buddha ten times for the sake of
Atsumori. When Rensei (Rensho) recites the sutra connected with Amitabha Tathagata, the man
implies that he is the ghost of Atsumori and disappears.

In the night, the ghost of Atsumori, who looks as he was on his last day, appears before Rensei
(Rensho), who prays for the peace of Atumori's soul. Atsumori is delighted as Rensei (Renshd), who
prays for salvation through mourning Atsumori, was a foe but is a true friend now. Atsumori then
starts to confess. First, in the kuse he describes the Heike clan's escape from Kyoto in the autumn
of 1183, their forlorn lives in Suma Bay, and the decline of the entire clan. He then dances while
recalling the party in the Ichi-no-tani camp in the last night of his life. He shows the past battle
scene in which Atsumori came to the beach at Ichi-no-tani to embark on a boat, but Kumagai called
after him to challenge him to single combat. Atsumori leaves asking Rensei (Rensho), whom he feels
like not an enemy but a close friend, to pray for his soul.

Highlight

Taira no Atsumori was a beautiful sixteen-year-old at the time of the battle at Ichi-no-tani. His
beauty is even extolled in the Tale of the Heike. He is sometimes called “Tayi (an official of the
fifth rank) without a position" as he was not assigned any government position despite of his rank
of ju-goi-no-ge (lower grade of the junior fifth rank). Atsumori was an expert on the Japanese flute.
He possessed a great flute called “Saeda,” which was given to his grandfather, Tadamori, from the
Ex-emperor Toba and was inherited from his father, Tsunemori. Atsumori, who was rather a young
aristocrat of the Heian period than a warrior, met and fought with Kumagai no Naozane, who was a
rough warrior from the rural Eastern Province. The Tale of the Heike describes their encounter in
which Kumagai hesitated for a moment to stab on Atsumori's neck since the youth was so beautiful
and Kumagai did not know which part of such a beautiful body he should cut.

Zeami does not describe the conflicts within Kumagai's heart in this noh drama, but rather
focuses on his sentiment in becoming a priest encouraged by this incident. Zeami constructs his
plot such that two foes became true friends owing to the providence of the Buddha.
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Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Characters

Mask
Costumes

the second group noh, shuranoh (stories of aceldama)

Zeami

The Tale of the Heike, volume 9, “Atsumori no saigo (the death of Atsumori)” etc.

Autumn (August)

Shortly following the death of Atsumori in battle. After Kumagai no Jird Naozane became a priest.
Maeba (the first half of the drama) At dusk in summer at Ichi-no-tani in Settsu Province.

Nochiba (the second half of the drama) At the same place in later hours.

Mae-shite (first half lead part) a grass cutter (no mask)

Nochi-shite (second half lead part) the ghost of Taira no Atsumori

Tsure (the companion of shite) Two to four of the grass cutter’s companions (no mask)
Waki (supporting cast) Rensei (Renshd)

Ai (interluding cast) A man living in Suma

Nochi-shite  Jaroku, Atsumori, Déji, or Chajo

Mae-shite:  mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / dan-noshime (noshime style kimono
with very wide stripes), koshi-obi (belt), and shoulder a basket of flowers.

Nochi-shite:  kuro-tare (a black wig with hair extending slightly longer than the shoulder), a white
headband, nashi-uchieboshi (eboshi-style headdress for warriors), choken, kitsuke / atsuita
(thickly woven kosode type of kimono), shiro-6kuchi (hakama in 6kuchi (wide)-style, white),
koshi-obi, a fan, and a sword.

Waki: sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks), mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime
(noshime style kimono without patterns), koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.
Tsure: mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime, koshi-obi , a fan, and shoulders a basket of flowers.

Number of scenes two

Length

About 1 hour and 25 minutes
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