Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story

1. Yoshitsune and Benkei Enter

Led by Minamoto no Yoshitsune, Musashibo Benkei and other followers
enter the stage. Yoshitsune leaves Kyoto and sails to the west because of
discord with his brother, Minamoto no Yoritomo. On behalf of the group,
Benkei explains the situation up to that day.

[shidai]

Benkei and Other Followers:
We finally made up our mind today and are making ready for
departure. However, we wonder when we can come back to the

capital city again.

Benkei ~ The one who speaks before you is Musashibo Benkei, who used
to belong to the West Tower of Enryakuji Temple in Mount Hiei.
My lord, Yoshitsune, contributed magnificently to the annihilation
of the Heike clan on behalf of his older brother, Minamoto no
Yoritomo. Although their brotherhood should therefore be as
close as the sun and the moon, my lord broke with his brother due
to a twisted tale told by someone. It is truly regrettable.

However, my lord, who respects his brother and courtesy, has decided to
leave Kyoto temporarily and head to the provinces far west of Kyoto. This is in
order to appeal to his brother that he is innocent.

We will sail down Yodo River in the dead of night and hurry to the Daimotsu-
no-ura Coast at Amagasaki in the Settsu region.

Benkei and Followers
This is the year of 1185,
the relationship between Yoritomo and Yoshitsune
is no longer to be recovered.
There is nothing we can do.
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Before my chasers catch up with me, <
Iwill go iﬁto exile to the fa[; west of Kyoto. é)\ t\ H & B0\ A ER IV i (s
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Benkei and Followers 9H D vz O T Mo & LB A
It is still deep in the night. 2 = IRNNAN ii:l‘ z z c]): kv F i%‘(? D ‘72
Just as the moon is reluctant to go out from a cloud, %;; ] :];)5 g E\E/ %ﬂ g; 02 72 %) :lﬁlt %E @\ (\ %
we too are reluctant to go out from Kyoto. E = 0 A
e 08 ! i L ®HF@mEHL L cord T
nlike the previous year, jg: 3 7 i L - B T T - TR
on our magnificent departure D D D L < 3) ) H D N Elﬁi’ 5\3
in pursuit of the Heike clan, - T T C]): VC\ W & 7z 32 # A D o)
how different it is now that 2&; T ?_ W %) %)\ H b e th %
only teen of us have to quietly leave! 1E % e og g cji g D 7;) ?ﬁ 0> ?Ei
Only congenial followers get together in a boat to leave. L z é ' e ?CA % %) 0)\ tﬁ ﬁ é Jg
Sailing a river up and down ] N Iz 5 S R = 3 77 £ 3 A
is like living adrift in this anchorless world. % Y gl ES ° o oL E oo 9
Whatever people whisper about us, —/F HH 0) R j:, ¥ = ‘3‘ = = 7 5
the deity of Iwashimizu Hachiman (the guardian deity of the Genji 2 }) ﬁ "C\ e 7%) l}_; ;\J:O( i_‘ ﬁ ;C‘ ‘TE/E% 0@:
clan to which Yoshitsune belong) knows 7- 5 i:; j( D AR A st j; o Z
whether our hearts are pure or impure. D T % Y O i = X ) < ~
From a boat, we look up to lofty Lord Hachiman O)\ EJ D b E 2 9 L Vo ok
and pray for our future. Voo il =) e Iz F % n
With prayer, our reluctance will ebb with tides and waves. g g ZAS %— % b b % B’ L cl: J):
Now, we have arrived on the Daimotsu-no-ura Coast. ik F ? > N % OZ)) 7 "(3 7LCO :)C Z
We have arrived on the Daimotsu-no-ura Coast. % ° L ¥ A s ¢ % 7 ¥ H
() o Llonur 55 5w
Benkei  As we have hurried, we have already arrived on the Daimotsu-no- 33; T 7z X AR 7> Gt 7 N ES
ura Coast. I have an acquaintance here. I shall ask him for lodging. = ° S I[Iﬁ D 7% [N T4 ‘ﬁ;
E3 IR T A <
L QR % v B
2. Conversation between Benkei and a Boatman f% Z EE o T Z; _é,é §|)3
h el £ A S -
Benkei visits a house of a boatman he knows and asks him to provide D A n A %
them with lodging for a night and to prepare a boat to head to the western
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Benkei  Excuse me, master. I am afraid to say but with due respect to
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Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story % i % % P % -
3. Conversation between Benkei, Yoshitsune, and Shizuka g
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While everyone in the group relaxes, Benkei discusses another issue, B < 54 B W o2 L e
Shizuka-gozen (Lady Shizuka), with Yoshitsune. Benkei advises Yoshitsune Y Tk N - 1 k B
to send Lady Shizuka, whom accompanied with the group, back to Kyoto. n & z 2w T °
Yoshitsune responds that he will let Benkei make the decision. Yoshitsune S T\ &i\ AN g %k & &
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unsuitable for her to accompany you. With your permission, it
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would be better to have her return to Kyoto from here.
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Yoshitsune Do as you think best, Benkei. A Z 3 °
N ko E
Benkei  Yes certainly, master. Now, I will visit the inn where Lady Shizuka o L é ié
is lodging and speak with her. I ) ° Lj@ ?ﬁé
78 g i 5
Benkei  [Facing the inn where Lady Shizuka stays] Excuse me, but may Zr 2 fii % <
I ask if Lady Shizuka is here? I am Benkei, and I come here as a 3 }% L&_) Z »
. 72 %)
messenger of Lord Yoshitsune. A
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Shizuka  Why, Musashibo, what a surprise. May I ask what your errand is? > g I ZOpE ?fﬂ]
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Benkei I come to you with a message from my master. Although he is z 03 N
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Benkei  You are making too much of the situation. What is important is
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simply that you do not come with my master.
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Shizuka  These are totally unexpected words. I made up my mind to
accompany him to the ends of the world. [As if talking to herself] % »n b z | 7 » i
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Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story

Shizuka

Benkei

Shizuka

So, this is really my lord’s idea. I am ashamed that I reproached
Musashibo, who simply brought the message to me. Musashibo,

please accept my apology.

No, please think nothing of it. My lord is simply concerned about
dishonorable rumors. Please do not think that his love for you has
changed.

Even so, I, who was born in unworthy status, do not have any
grudge toward him. What is more important than myself is that he
launches forth on his voyage today.

Group Reciters

Saying this,

Shizuka sheds a flood of tears

why he leaves Shizuka on the shore,

as her name would bring fortune in calming the seas.
We swore eternal love,

yet the vow looks fragile now.

Although the separation tears me apart,

What's more valuable is my life

Oh I am sure, some day

I will meet him once again.

4. Dance by Lady Shizuka 1

Yoshitsune holds a party out of regret for having to separate from Shizuka. At

Benkei’s suggestion, Shizuka dances to celebrate Yoshitsune’s departure.

Yoshitsune Now Benkei, encourage Shizuka to have a cup of sake.
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Benkei  Certainly.
Benkei O, this is a cup of chrysanthemum, - ;/bz ig 7%) %
which is said to promise the success on the voyage of life. E Vo < X
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Shizuka  For myself, who'’s being apart from my dear lord, the grief is
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uncontrollable, and I cannot stop weeping.
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Benkei  Yes, I certainly understand your grief.
Yet this is a moment of departure for my lord’s happy future.
Could you not dance to celebrate his departure on this voyage?
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Shizuka stands up, immediately settles the appropriate tone for the circum-

stances, and begins to sing,
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Shizuka A ferry in the harbor departs with winds calmed down.
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Reciters  The sky is clear, and our destination is there.
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Benkei Here is an eboshi hat. Please make use of it.
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Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story

[monogi-ashirai]
Shizuka sits in front of a flute player and puts on the eboshi headdress. She
moves in front of players of large and small hand drums. During her series of
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movements, the flute and hand drum players play interlude music - mono-
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Shizuka wears an eboshi to show people her dance. The dance of Shirabyoshi
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is played by a female dancer who dresses as a man and dances a male dance.
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Shizuka  Hardly able to stand in grief, I feel shame to wave these sleeves in a
dance.
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Shizuka walks around the stage as if attempting to settle her mind for the
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dance. A Japanese flute, small and large hand drums play the lead-in of
kusemai. The length of the music is adjusted with her movements.
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Shizuka recites, “A Chinese legend tells ...," to compare Yoshitsune’s current N R e
b
circumstances with the legend. She recites and dances the old story of Tao < .lg A ]
Zhu and King Gou Jian of Yue in the Spring and Autumn Period and the E \/: %k
Warring States Period in China, which indicates a hope that in Yoshitsune’s - F A L /N
future Yoritomo will give in and get along with Yoshitsune again, if Yoshitsune ﬁ:‘ * %) % ¢ T 2532
moves to the western provinces and appeals his innocence. =3 /@ :?; T ﬁg % .
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Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story

Reciters  to Mount Guiji. In the mountains, he prepared various tactics,
and finally realized his master’s hearts’ desire by destroying his
long-time foe, the king of the State of Wu.

Reciters  Thanks to the significant contribution of Tao Zhu, King Gou Jian
of Yue could rule over the whole land again and wipe away the
reproach he was held in as a prisoner at Mount Guiji by the king
of State of Wu. Therefore, Lord Tao Zhu could control the State of
Yue as a minister and gain any fame, wealth, or status he wanted.
He however considered that a person should retire immediately
after winning fame with great achievements because such behav-
ior best meets the Law of Heaven. He therefore lived in seclusion
and enjoyed his sophisticated secluded life with nature, on a boat
floating on five lakes.

Shizuka  As this example tells you,

Reciters  if my dear lord gives up Kyoto
to escape to the western province
and appeals his innocence,
Yoritomo will understand at the end
just as a young willow bends in the wind.
My dear lord and Yoritomo are
the branches coming out of the same stem.
How can such a bond crumble?

6. Dance by Lady Shizuka 3

Shizuka continues the song of Kiyomizu Kannon (Deity of Mercy) and dances
the second half of shirabyoshi.
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Reciters Boatmen, loose the mooring lines quickly.

Loose the moorings quickly.

Prepare for the departure.

S

Hurry up, hurry up, my lord
Benkei encourages him to board.

Yoshitsune thus leaves the inn for the boat.
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Shizuka  While Shizuka cries and cries,

E= I\
Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story i it it # %ﬁ t it # |:I:1
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Shizuka ~ Only rel it & fin T Z h. Bl A 0)
izuka nly rely on me, gi e L D D ) n 23 7
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Reciters I will save you while I remain in this world. ES B % WY ) i D 5
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7. Farewell of Lady Shizuka 5 % §) g {C)% L H LZD Jg
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At the end of the dance, the time for departure of Yoshitsune’s group has oW 7= 2 D ) %
come. Shizuka casts her dance costume off and sees Yoshitsune off with tears. O T O Z;C Eﬁ [Es =)
. N
At the moment of separation, Yoshitsune once stands up, which indicates g ﬂﬁg o 7F£ B /:3[4\ % )\
that he once leaves the fishermen’s inn. Shizuka exits at this scene, but this D %%Iﬂ s &D ?;' N 7 e D
should be interpreted as her leaving for her room, not going back to Kyoto yet. < fi# < N ;éﬁ ° 75 4G
Yoshitsune once again has a seat at the waki-za. ARV T b \z it g /D)
# < T b 2% 5 R
Shizuka  If this holy song of Kiyomizu Kannon is true, rE a E’ S 0> &5
b % b ] %< 5 -
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Reciters  If this holy song is true, Vo H W # % k
my dear lord will gain his strength again. = = EFE °
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Reciters casts her eboshi hat and hitatare(kimono for warriors) off, and bids
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farewell to Yoshitsune, being choked with tears. fiil
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People around her cannot help but share her sorrow.
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8. Soliloquy of Boatman and Conversation with Benkei

3

At the gate of the fishermen’s inn, a boatman tells how he sympathized when
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he looked upon Shizuka’s grief. He reports to Benkei that they are ready to set
sail.
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9. Conversation between Follower and Benkei ’[%3
L
A follower reports to Benkei that Yoshitsune says that he is going to stay f}
today. Z
%
Benkei I feel sorry for Lady Shizuka when I think of her mind so full of o
sorrow. Well, we shall sail out in a moment. b
Ay
Follower Excuse me, sir. I
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Benkei ~ What happened?
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Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story

Follower

Benkei

Follower

Benkei

Follower

Benkei

Reciters

Our lord ordered us to stay here today because of the rough waves
and winds.

What!? Did he tell you that we are going to stay?

He said so, sir.

I suppose he is saying that because he is reluctant to separate from
Lady Shizuka. Yet think for a moment. His luck will end here if he
behaves like that under these circumstances. When we sailed out
from Watanabe in Fukushima to chase the Heike clan in the previ-
ous year, we had a strong wind, and it seemed beyond the realm of
possibility to consider departing. However, my lord ventured forth
and succeeded in annihilating the Heike. The situation is the same
now. We shall leave immediately.

I see, you are right because we are surrounded by enemies.
In the ocean with high evening tide, boatmen work in a bustle,
in high tide, with calls,

Eiya! Eiya!
they sail out.
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the wind coming down from Yuzuriha Peak. Everyone, please pray
to the deities with all your heart.
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Follower Musahibd, our boat has been seized by a demon.
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10. Outstanding Work of Boatman B = 3,)£ E A F -
In the ji-utai (recital) at the end of the previous section, a boatman, ordered % % % %: % g: Tg é:) 1:% {E }% é % g
by Benkei, quickly brings a boat out from behind the curtain. The group of =5 > ¥ WL ¥+ T & 15 e
Yoshitsune is on board. While sailing, the boatman also comments on the < 5 L N ° | 7z 72 RS Ny
weather. Starting from the description of sunny peaceful day, he expresses {@? = s Z T D i < D\ <
his anxiety about the clouds over Mount Muko, and eventually he tells how E F (53 O)) R % B I\ ]
the sea is starting to roll in the winds. Soon the boat comes into a storm, L: 3 } é 2 g EE ?
and the boatman paddles desperately, fighting against the winds and waves. !f% ég C? Ci‘ 7\ ° N u\ ity
Sailing off the Daimotsu Coast, the shift in the weather is expressed only by ":h D) 1 = fh M54 %
the performance of the boatman. The small and large hand drums express the £ ° Ik =i | JA H
rough, stormy wave (hato-no-hayashi). B 0%) L:)Xt g % X 1% L\
b
| | | ? Xk z - o B
Benkei ~ What a strange thing has happened! The wind has changed % 3 h 5 < i L
completely. ci Vi i 2L B D
Our boat will never reach the shore due to the Mukoyama-oroshi, o3 E »H F e
it H o 15
S ¥ %
b ®°
AN V>
2
= i
Benkei  Silence. You should not say such unlucky things in a boat. — Jif ® 7N
e g
AL 5
11. Yoshitsune and Benkei who Prepare for Evil Spirits Lok Z‘
Do E3

The evil spirits of the Heike clan who were killed by Yoshitsune in the previous
year in a western province, appear between the waves. Yoshitsune and his

A ERHEY BRI TEESHETOZE | M-

FET S U S

followers calmly accept the situation.

[

(a1

S D B ST A FEA (¢

TEIRS

9
£
b—
iz WG
n
5
1/
S

BEER—4 LT A thegg.com -12 - http://www.the-noh.com



Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story % % % i_ it = red % % %
% —
Benkei ~ How mysterious! The ghosts of the Heike clan, who perished in the — % 50
western seas, have started to appear on the waves. They must be % % B S 3 T L A 1 £ - R
trying to gain revenge on us on this occasion. i N D K ¥ o W i = D f‘e\
% /] o — w» & 9 E X ki
Yoshitsune Benkei, Lji é‘; ] ] 73)2 B o [ ES) A WA
5@ 0} D H V) Z
= /NS
Benkei At your command, master. tﬂ 7 o 2 & L kS H% L
il 5 7 il Y I EX B i
N g 7 % % g
Yoshitsune Nothing should be surprising now. Even though evil phantoms seek = = %, i v JH T
to gain revenge on us, why should we be concerned? > % Hi IN ° 2z
D > -
2 7 i @ N
Yoshitsune They are the spirits of the Heike clan, who accumulated wrongful Y A1 =% @] ~ I
deeds and were ruined by divine will, in retribution for disobeying ,Z(‘ % 0’;‘ ” / : % N [t}
the divine will. 1 D ) :%2 & %
X o 9 B 03 I
Reciters Including Emperor Antoku, many nobles of the Heike clan are seen H %TZ Iz 7 1R 5 S
b
among the waves. ? S %; R 2 % Vel
o V) ) S
H. N
7R S < I EoL
: L 3 g 7=
12. The Ghost of Tomomori Enters N1 . E PN Z A "
2 fi 7 f 3 D 0
e ghost of Taira no Tomomori in armor, holding a long-handled sword an -t Z
The ghost of holding a long-handled sword and Al c o> Iz i b o
wearing a regular sword, appears and comes closer while glaring at the boat % 1;9- éc/ B L 5’{ &
with enraged eyes. i Fa H, %) ;)C '713:\ i)f
% - Z I : 2 W
[haya-fue] (This is a fast, active music for the fast entrance of nochi-shite. A < b < I V) 9 I
Japanese flute plays the main role in this music, accompanied by hand drums b ;& U L D ° ﬁ:é
and drums.) Z)o ) E)o < < >
DR roow 0)
Tomomori I am the ghost of Taira no Tomomori, the ninth generation descen- < ?;( ;L H
dant of Emperor Kanmu. < . i g
gl wo il ]
T E
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Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story

13. Yoshitsune and Benkei Fight against Tomomori

The ghost of Tomomori fiercely attacks Yoshitsune’s boat with him in it.
Yoshitsune calmly fights back. However, Benkei, who judges that the evil
spirit will not be chased away with ordinary ways, prays to the five great fierce
deities. The ghost then recedes. The group puts ashore while the ghost is
withdrawn. The ghost disappears behind white waves with the ebb tide in the
dawn.

Tomomori, Yoshitsune, and Benkei armed with a long-handled sword and

a regular sword, a sword, and a Buddhist prayer beads, respectively. Each
character shows own style of fighting with graphic fighting performance,
accompanied by long utai.

Although it was a horrible night and they were relentlessly attacked by evil
spirits, at the end of the drama, the dawn comes with the calmness of ebbing.

Tomomori  Well, Yoshitsune. I did not expect to see you here again.

Reciters I have come back from the other world, led by your voice to sail out.

Tomomori Just as I was drowned at Dan-no-ura with the other members of my
clan,

Reciters I will pull you to the bottom of the sea, Yoshitsune.

Tomomori I grip the long-handled sword again, which floated on the waves

that evening,

Reciters I swing the long-handled sword as hard as I can, making a swirling
tomoe patterns in the waves. I kick up and crash the waves, and
blow poisonous breath into their faces. So, the people on the boat
are dazzled, upset, and entirely stunned.

BERR—FILYA b thegg-com
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f

sha- my60) in the south. Yamantaka (Daiitoku-my60) in the west.

iut il 8

Vajrayaksa (Kongo-yasha my60) in the north. And especially, Acala = i

(Fudo-myo0) in the center, who is one form of Mahavairocana. 73} i 1z

Please tie the evil spirit with your sacku (the rope that Acala holds :C) v )
&

in his left hand to bind demons)”

Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat) Story o %:E g & %\
S
[maibataraki] While circling around the stage twice with fast, rhythmic Eé jj/g —
AR
music, the actor expresses how Tomomori valiantly attacks Yoshitsune with = S
?, N L - H H — 5‘ T
his skilful long-handled sword. b{ g tg)' % 3)' %:? £ Zg o ;i\ z{j 0%) 0%) )
g e o Celdwn <l £ A X
Yoshitsune Iwill not panic. T iz » {3\ N (v é'_ [l l:; T g (% %\ N
S TENCIE S A S A T ”
Reciters  In the attack, Yoshitsune, never upset, grips his unsheathed 7;;)‘: A < g é 0> EIQ > L < Ci\ %ﬁ; }tﬁ
sword, and engages Tomomori as if fighting with a person with * 3%], E r = 2 £ L N 3;0 R ré:: i
warm blood while exchanging words. Benkei pushes Yoshitsune L VA N 7 SR B n l// 2 g
aside and says, “It is inefficient to fight against an evil spirit with a f‘% # T D . % é{ - ¥ 7~ b L Iz
sword”” Benkei then prays to the five great deities while rubbing his & S = 2 L |3:IF 2 v o & i)k
Buddhist prayer beads. :‘E— \L/Z_lir ? $ 1‘—& & g < E‘
7 ¢ N H A
SR B g Wox 4 kA
“Railokyavijaya (Gozanze-my60) in the east. Kundali (Gundari-ya- Iz T 3 5 % N
% +* $E &
z HFE MO
= A
FLOT
Iz P
BT OERD
D
T

TSP T AHE  RER DT e A

ERTY LIRS H TR TEEBEIRIIA eom
R &SI TEHIRSFE  ALTDH

IR TR OBESIAEDIAE oy

P\ZEA‘
ES
T L
7 ) § >
Iz > %
o = ;k$W&‘£
When Benkei continues praying this way, the evil spirit gradually N F HoH w"EHs b
retreats. g 7];/ B % NS
A Z y H A =
g G0t
Cooperating with the boatmen, Benkei rows and tries to land the L \Z) e N :gig\»
boat. However, the evil spirit approaches still wielding his sword. F i fﬁf ] ?]é %
Benkei repels him and continues his prayer. Finally, the evil spirit 3 i < 5 s Iz
is worn out and completely disappears, riding on the ebbing tide. V) 2w D L 9 HE
Now, only white waves are washing against the boat. ot n» 5 j(f“ T & 5
== & N~ S
© J ooy ) o
?j N io’ T L EE < J] iz h»
t P < = %
» T2 = N D
5 Sk £ 8 db T % 2
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Funa-Benkei (Benkei in a Boat)

Synopsis

Although Minamoto no Yoshitsune contributed greatly to the annihilation of the Heike clan,
he was mistrusted by his brother, Minamoto no Yoritomo, and pursued. During his escape to the
provinces west of Kyoto with his loyal followers, including Benkei, he arrives at the Daimotsu-no-ura
Coast. His mistress, Shizuka, also accompanies them; however, it is difficult for a woman to follow
along on such an arduous journey. Persuaded by Benkei, Yoshitsune decides have Shizuka return to
Kyoto. At their farewell party, she is requested to perform her particularly skilful dance and then
sees Yoshitsune off with tears.

Benkei encourages Yoshitsune, who is reluctant to depart due to his sorrow in separating from
Shizuka. He forcefully gives the command to set sail. As soon as their boat sails away to the ocean,
a storm suddenly hits the boat. The ghosts of the member of the Heike clan Yoshitsune killed at
Dan-no-ura (the coastal area in present Shimonoseki City in Yamaguchi Prefecture), appear on
the waves. Especially the vengeful ghost of Taira no Tomomori, who was the top general of the
Heike clan, fiercely attacks Yoshitsune with his long-handled sword, making every effort to send
Yoshitsune to the depths of the sea. Benkei rubs his Buddhist prayer beads and devotedly prays to
the five great fierce deities. As the deities accept his prayer, at dawn the ghosts of the Heike clan are
subdued and disappear below the horizon.

Highlight

This noh drama is easy to understand with involvement of popular characters, Yoshitsune,
Benkei, and Lady Shizuka. Centered on Benkei, the story progresses at a good pace.

In this drama, an actor plays both mae-shite(first half lead part), a beautiful shirabyoshi (a
female dancer dressed as a man), and nochi-shite(second half lead part), a monstrous vengeful
spirit, which are totally different characters. In maeba (first half of the drama), the actor is required
to dance, while in nochiba(second half of the dramay), he has to dance while wielding a long-handled
sword. In these two scenes he must show entirely different qualities in the uzai and his movements.

Also, in this drama, the scenes changes from one at an inn on the Daimotsu-no-ura Coast to
one on the sea. The drama expresses the shift with only a boat that is a small stage property. This is
the scene where a boatman, performed by ai-kyogen, can show his performance skills. Through his
conversations with waki and his skilful navigation with a pole in the storm, the audience can enjoy
the performance just as if they are watching a real stormy sea.

BERR—FILTA b theg@.cnm - 16 -

Category
Author
Subject

Season
Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

Number of scenes
Length

The fourth or fifth group noh, zatsunoh (the others); hataraki-mono

Kanze Kojird Nobumitsu

Although two stories, “Yoshitsune Miyako-ochi no Koto (Yoshitsune Exiled from Kyoto)” and “Sumiyoshi and
Daimotsu Ni-kasho Gassen no Koto (Two Fights at Sumiyoshi and Daimotsu)” in the fourth volume of Gikei-
ki (Tale of Yoshitsune), give inspiration to this drama, the author freely dramatized the story. Therefore,
these two stories cannot be listed as the originals of this noh drama.

Autumn or Winter (November)

maeba (first half of the drama) A fishermen’s inn on Daimotsu-no-ura Coast in Settsu region

nochiba (second half of the drama) On the sea off Daimotsu-no-ura Coast

a boat in front of the waki-za

mae-shite (first half lead part) Shizuka-gozen (Lady Shizuka)
nochi-shite (second half lead part) The ghost of Taira no Tomomori
kokata Minamoto no Yoshitsune

waki (supporting cast) Musashibo Benkei

waki-tsure (companion of waki)  The followers of Yoshitsune
ai-kyogen (interluding cast) Boatman

(mae-shite) Wakaonna, Fukai, Z6, Koomote. etc.

(nochi-shite) Mikazuki, Ayakashi, or Shinkaku
(Mae-shite) kazura, kazura-obi, karaori in“kinagashi” style, kitsuke /surihaku, and a fan. At the time of
monogi, wears shizuka-eboshi (eboshi headdress for Shizuka-gozen).

(Nochi-shite) a white headband, long black wig, kuwagata (a type of headdress, which look like a pair of
horn), awase-happi (lined happi-style kimono), kitsuke /atsuita-karaori, hangire (a type of hakama), koshi-
obi, a regular sword. and holding a long-handled sword.

(Kokata) gold kazaori-eboshi (eboshi style headdress), choken, kitsuke / nuihaku, white 6kuchi, koshi-obi
and a fan. Later, wearing a sword, nashi-uchieboshi (eboshistyle headdress for warriors), a white headband,
sobatsugi (similar to a lined happistyle kimono but no sleeve), and kitsuke/atsuita.

(Waki) tokin, suzukake, striped mizugoromo, kitsuke/ atsuita, white 6kuchi, koshi-obi, a small sword, a fan,
and a Buddhist prayer beads.

(Waki-tsure)) nashi-uchieboshi, a white headband, sobatsugi, kitsuke/atsuita, white okuchi, koshi-obi, a
small sword, and a fan.

two
1 hour and 25 minutes
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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