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A kosode, which embodies the ill Aoi-no-ue (Lady Aoi), is placed at the VAT & 3 A~ S 5 F % iE
center front of the stage. Priestess Teruhi (tsure) enters the stage and sits at ° Iy 3 Lok ow R i i L SR =
the waki-za, followed by the courtier (waki-tsure). He announces that since a j( B H 5 v>) 15 ﬂ =201 ﬁl:(b % 7 1))
phantom is possessing Lady Aoi, the formal wife of Hikaru Genji, they have [7]% (/)] VRN Al " = S S B 5 g JE. %JEEI &
called upon the services of a priestess to identify the phantom by her art of }\;E_' i § ?; ?’) f::ﬁ E g:\:: o % 23 15
azusa-yumi (a bow made of Japanese cherry birch). 7 ° ¢ r'j ';_; b‘; { T ) ﬁ
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Courtier I serve a retired Emperor, Sujaku-in. A daughter of the Sadaijin li Wi oo w A T H 1k
(the Senior Minister of State) family, Lady Aoi, has been possessed P b %4 B It B b @
by a phantom and is suffering greatly. Although the best exorcists OEJ) CE A 0) H K 9) %
and monks have been called to perform esoteric prayers and % Z '% g‘ %): % o IZ
medical treatment, there is no sign of recovery. Hence, we have % w AR D b 7 I
determined to call upon Priestess Teruhi, who has a reputation ne 5 0 ST Ve >
as a skilled performer of the art of azusa-yumi, and to identify 5 z S Y % o) 1
through the art of bow whether the possessing phantom is a living ;Z\ rOE A _Eé j; S ZDO
person’s spirit or the spirit of someone who is deceased. ég ;: 7% /LC =) - 0%) Jité}
Now, ask her to attract the phantom to come out by the sound of E)o 8: L‘—; %’j *0})? % T %
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Encouraged by the courtier, Priestess Teruhi intones a prayer and starts to %?ﬁ })\ ?E) E 2 f g;‘; , \}'j_g
twang the string of the bow. The simple beat of a small hand drum represents s - B e B s
the twanging sound of string, and the special music, called the music of azusa L D T F ﬁby |OE|) <
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Aoi no Ue (Lady Aoi) Story

My anguish goes round and round, the result of my actions in a
previous life.

Rokujo  Reincarnation is like a wheel.
Life cannot avoid reincarnating through four kinds of birth (vivip-
arous, oviparous, born in moisture, and metamorphic) in the six
worlds of beings (hell, the world of starving ghosts, of animals, of
malevolent-nature spirits, of human, and of deva).
Like a leave of basho or a water bubble, human life is fragile and
unstable.
Yesterday’s glory is today’s dream.
How silly I was to not notice the theme.
Besides the recent depression, my bitterness toward her causes
me more suffering, and I can’t control my heart anymore.
Looking for a moment of solace,
I came at the twang of the azusa-yumi.

Rokujo  Oh how shameful. Even now,I ride within a shabby carriage to

avoid people’s attention, just as I did at the Kamo Festival.

Rokujo  Even though I look at the moon all night,
Even though I look at the moon overnight, the moon (the others)
cannot see me like a shadow.
I would speak my dolor while cuddling to the bow like air.
Cuddling to the bow and speaking of my dolor.

4. Lady Rokujo Appears and Conversation between Priestess and Courtier
The spirit of Lady Rokujo6 approaches attracted by the art of azusa, and

her appearance is seen only by the priestess. The courtier understands the
identity of the phantom based on the explanation of the priestess.
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Aoi no Ue (Lady Aoi) Story
Rokujo ~ Where does the sound of azusa-yumi come from? Where?
Priestess From the main house (Azumaya; one of the chapters in the Tale of

Genji)..., I am sitting at the door of the main house...

Rokujo  No one talks to me as people cannot see me...

Priestess O, such mystery. I do not know who she is, but a noble lady, riding
in a broken carriage, comes towards me. A woman who seemingly
attends the noble lady is hanging on the shaft of an ox carriage
without an ox and crying. I feel so sorry for them...

Priestess Do you have any idea who the lady is?

Courtier I think it is whom I have guessed. Now, please ask her to reveal her

name.

5. Profession of Lady Rokujo

The spirit of Lady Rokujo reveals her identity and complains of her immense

resentment for the painful treatment she received despite her noble status.
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In this scene Lady Rokujo speaks through the mouth of the priestess ._e B IR - B %I% ﬁ'—}% u
rtier therefore sees the behavior of the priestess possessed by Rokujo. N i R b ’LU)‘ O X Gl K S M R & t{: 4 D M
ou . - -
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Rokujo  Life is truly short, like a flash of lightning. So, I suppe dol voo2n e Cgew Lo B9
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e & X 7 5 L
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Rokujo Yy irit of Lady Rokujs. When D i =D o 9 oD % S Eow
ing of the bow? I am the vengeful spirit of Lady 7 & % c g A ES Box Lok I
the ex-crown prince was still alive, I was respected as the c.rown. D \ x ; i 23 3 P%? £ z For t} %
rincess. I enjoyed the parties during the cherry blossoms in spring 5 % " ES 2 EEI; : s 5 5 5 & J}: ; 2
zt the royal court. In the spring morning, we entertained ourselves D L n P A 5'75_{ S 1N i e i?i bk_\ 52 ’ K
by playing music. There were beautiful parties when the leaves JE ;ﬁ =4 o A o O A ) ﬁ% S
turned color in autumn at the retired emperor’s palace. PfOPle 02’, 2 3] < %ll - g D ? 75?\ > ")
envied me for falling in love with radiantly beautiful Genji. My days X D 750) 3 £ JE > * Og = S Y é
joy and glamorous. But once his love toward me ﬂ\ = 7z > 9 7 D Z 0 L VD -
were always full of joy and g fragile life became like living D EN ¢ D F s i oo R N L
: 1le life = <
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6. Lady Rokujo Beats Lady Aoi out of Jealousy and Speaks Reminiscently ,;—;z b—% $ . ﬁ/H] gl
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to the exit. < % 2 L r 5 & Vo “9’; %—% L
) % 72 E A 2 5 It iz <
Rokujo I cannot stand it anymore! Let me beat this mistress! ° - 5 ¥ 7 < 9 ° PN .
D ' 2 £ 7 L B
Priestess (Servant Ao) ;% fbl\) 1k E{: /E'\ 7% g_": i 2
What a shame! Lady Rokujo should be the last person who beats £ i %) o éj) 2@) E o 5
a woman out of jealousy, like an old wife beating her husband’s ~ L N T B < L ¥
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Aoi no Ue (Lady Aoi) Story
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Priestess [to Lady Aoi] Learn my resentment!
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Reciters  Oh, how reproachful!
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So reproachful!
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No matter how deep my grudge against you are, and no matter
how much you scream, you can be with the beautiful Genji or
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make love with him as long as you live.
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Rokujo ~ On the other hand, I, like a weed, S JTL T ¢
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Reciter =~ was abandoned by my dear Genji. » % b,; 2 ({)
It is the same as if nothing had happened. s 7 L # o

I disappear like the dew on a leaf. pro, i Y X o

How hateful you are at the thought of it! L H3 T I W b

Even in a dream, oL 7§§

I can’t make love with him again. SR
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Our relationship became an old story.
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Thus my love grows more and more, and I shame myself while
longing for his shadow.
M=%
Or better yet, ML

I stand by your pillow with this broken carriage, and shall take you
away with me.
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I shall take you away with me.
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7. Conversation between Courtier, Subject, and Priest %—; [ % ﬁ,gié =
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The courtier calls a subject (Ai-kyogen) and orders him to bring a holy priest, % —J::i i % 7?5) 0:') jE( z’? ?:: Té 3 % f.t
Yokawa-no-kohijiri, to expel the phantom from Lady Aoi. The subject rushes o = N y
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su-no-gyoho, making sacred hand signs and chanting mantra. V) < £ A & l% % Iz HY %
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State to ask him to subdue the phantom possessing Lady Aoi. cg 7?§ ~ é ;:C i A +- Iz Zk)
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While the subject reports to the courtier, the priest enters the stage crossing L o < 7z ES) > e D
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Aoi no Ue (Lady Aoi) Story

Priest

Courtier

I see. Let’s start the prayer now!

Yes, please. We are depending upon you.

8. Prayer of Priest and Entrance of Female Ogre

The priest of Yokawa changes into the authentic costume of an ascetic priest of

Shugen-do and starts a prayer with a mantra. A female ogre (the living spirit of

Lady Rokujo) appears again as if attracted by the prayer.

With the music of notto (music played before a prayer), which expresses the

scene of priest’s prayer, the ogre pulls her kimono over her head, moves from

the koken-za to the front of the drum, and crouches on the floor.

Priest

Practitioners of Shugen-do follow the instruction of En-no-Ozunu,
who is the founder of the practice of the mountain ascetics. To
thoroughly understand both the Womb and Diamond Realms,
practitioners train on Mount Omine and Mount Katsuragi. For
prayer with mantra, they wear the costume with suzukake (the linen
clothes that mountain priests wear), which brushes beautiful dew in
the Shippo forest (forest growing in heaven) in the mountains. They
wear kesa robe of ninniku (to shun impurities), and carry Buddhist
rosaries of irataka made of red wood (a Buddhist rosary with
cornered beads, particularly those carried by mountain priests).
Rubbing the rosary with jangling sounds, they devotedly pray.
Namakusamandabasarada.
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Aoi no Ue (Lady Aoi) Story
9. Fight between Ogre and Priest

The priest of Yokawa calls and prays to the five great fierce deities, who are
the deities of esoteric Buddhism. He fights against the female ogre (the living
spirit of Lady Roku;jo).

The words of the prayer are the conventional phrases that were actually used
in the prayers of mountain priests.

[Prayer]

Fight scene between the priest and the female ogre. Music played by four
instruments, a Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum. The
beat of the drum represents inori-ji (utai performed in the scene of prayer
involving a battle) and other instruments adjust with the beat. The aggressive
tone is the character of this music.

Ogre Priest, away with you. If you do not go, you will regret it.

Priest All evil spirits shall be overcome by the holy power of the Buddhist
practitioner.

Reciters  Railokyavijaya (Gozanze-my60) in the east,
Ogre Kundali (Gundari-yasha) in the south,

Reciter ~ Yamantaka (Daiitoku-my60) in the west,
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Ogre In the north,
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Reciters  Vajrayaksa (Kongo-yasha),
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Ogre Vinayaka (Daisho-kangi-ten) in the center,
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Reciters  One who listens to my preaching will acquire the wisdom of

~

Buddha, and the one who understands my heart will immediately

[

be enlightened and become Buddha.
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Aoi no Ue (Lady Aoi) Story

Thanks to the mercy of Buddha, blessed Lady Rokujo now can
escape from her resentment, be enlightened, and become capable
of becoming a Buddha.
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Aoino Ue (Lady Aoi)

Synopsis

Aoi-no-ue (Lady Aoi), the formal wife of Hikaru Genji and a daughter of the Sadaijin (the Senior
Minister of State) family, has been possessed by a phantom and seriously ill. Although her family
has tried various cures to help her recover, nothing has worked. In order to clarify the identity of the
phantom, they have finally decided to invite Priestess Teruhi, master of the art of azusa, which calls
forth phantoms with the sound of a bow made of Japanese cherry birch (azusa-yumi).

The phantom, who is trapped by the priestess's prayer and appears, is the vengeful spirit of
Rokujo-no-miyasudokoro (Lady Rokujo), the wife of a deceased crown prince and a lover of Genji.
Rokujo is a very sophisticated noble lady. However she has recently lost Genji's attention and is
rarely visited. Furthermore, she lost a contest for precedence to Genji's wife Lady Aoi, when her
carriage was pushed aside at the time of Kamo Festival, when she secretly went out to see Genji in
the festival parade. The spirit of Lady Rokujo thus complains of her growing agony, which can go
nowhere. Looking at Lady Aoi, she is torn by jealousy and beats Aoi to take her soul out, just as a
wife hates and beats her husband's young lover.

The subjects of the Sadaijin family are awed by the fury of Lady Rokujo and rush to invite a
priest, Yokawa-no-kohijiri, who is a powerful practitioner of Shugen-do. When the priest starts a
sacred invocation, the jealousy in Lady Rokujo's heart embodies itself as a female ogre. Turned out to
be an enmity personified, Lady Rokujo assaults not only Lady Aoi but also the praying priest.

After a bitter fight, the vengeful phantom of Lady Rokujo was overcome and calm down. Lady
Rokujo's spirit became peaceful and capable of becoming a Buddha.

Highlight

Although the title of this drama is "Aoi-no-ue (Lady Aoi)," the lady herself does not appear on
the stage. A kosode is placed at the center front of the stage to embody Lady Aoi, who is suffering
from the phantom without resistance. The core of this drama is the affection and jealousy of Lady
Rokujo, who cannot help being an ogre. Since she is an ex-crown princess, the actor needs to express
dignity in her eerie spirit even after she is transformed into an ogre. At the ending of maeba, she
throws a fan and disappears while covering herself with a kimono. Particularly, in this scene, the
actor has to express her emotional upsurge while moving gracefully to maintain her dignity.

This drama involves various devices to nurture the atmosphere of the Tale of Genji. The climax
of utai in the first half of the drama includes names of the chapters of the Tale of Genji. Also, in
the Muromachi era people felt that the direct cause of Lady Rokujo's jealous struggle with Lady Aoi
was that she lost the fight for precedence for her carriage against Lady Aoi at the Kamo Festival.
Following this interpretation, Lady Rokujo enters the stage riding on a broken carriage in the first
half of the drama.
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Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes
Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

Number of scenes
Length

The fourth group noh, zatsunoh (the others); Shinen-mono, Inori-mono

Zeami

the chapter of Aoi in Genji-monogatari (Tale of Genji)

Undetermined

(both maeba and nochiba) Lady Aoi’s room in the estate of the Sadaijin family.

Although this is not a tsukurimono, a kosode placed at the center front of the stage represents Aoi-no-ue
inillness.

Mae-shite  (protagonist for the first half) doppelganger of Rokujo-no-miyasudokoro

nochi-shite  (protagonist for the second half) doppelganger of Rokujo-no-miyasudokoro, female ogre
Tsure (the companion of shite) Priestess Teruhi

Waki (deuteragonist) Yokawa-no-kohijiri

Waki-tsure  (companion of waki) a courtier

Ai-kyogen  (kyogen for interlude) a subject of the Sadaijin family

(Mae-shite) Deigan

(Nochi-shite) Han’nya
(Tsure) a mask for tsure, which is similar to what shite dons, such as Ko'omote

(Shite) kazura, kazura-obi (with scale pattern), hiramotoyui (folded paper string to tie the hair), karaori,
kitsuke / uroko-haku (scale pattern), koshimaki / nuihaku (circle pattern), koshi-obi (scale pattern), and a
fun.

(Nochi-shite) After the change of costume on the stage (monogi), the actor holds a stick for beating.
(Tsure) kazura, kazura-obi, white mizugoromo, karaori, kitsuke / surihaku, and a Buddhist rosary.

(Waki) tokin, suzukake, mizugoromo, kitsuke/atsuita with large check pattern, white okuchi, koshi-obi, a
small sword, a fun, and a Buddhist rosary.

(Waki-tsure) hora-eboshi, awase-kariginu (lined kariginu), kitsuke/atsuita, white 6kuchi, koshi-obi, and a fan.
(Ai) kamishimo-style kimono with long hakama, kitsuke/dan-noshime (noshime style kimono with very
wide stripes), a small sword, and a fan.

two
1 hour
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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