Tsuchi-gumo (Ground Spider) Story

1. Kocho Enters

Koken places ichijo-dai at the waki-za, located on the right side of stage.
Raiké (tsure) followed by his warrior (tomo) enters without music and sits on
the ichijo-dai. The warrior sits at the jo-za at the left rear of the stage. Koken
puts a kazura-oke (pale) at the left of Raiko, who places his left hand on the
pale, and covers half of Raiko's body with kosode to express that he is in bed
due to illness. The warrior stands up and goes to the right of the stage, places
a sword on the left of Raiko and sits in front of the reciters (jiutai).

With the music of [shidai], Kocho (¢sure) enters. Kocho stands at the jo-za
and chants [shidai]. After the jitori by jiutai, she announces nanori.

[shidai] quiet music for entrance performed by small and large hand drums
and a Japanese flute.

Kocho Clouds float in the sky,
fly in winds in the sky.
I will visit Lord Raiko in illness
to ask him in which direction his wind blows today.
[Except in the Kanze school, this phrase is:
Clouds float in the sky
With winds they freely fly
Is the longevity of human the same as the cloud?

Kocho I am Kocho, who serves Lord Raiko at his house. Well, my lord
is seriously illness. I bring him medicine prescribed by the chief
officer of medical department of the Imperial Court and am on my
way to his residence.
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2. Dialogue between Kocho and Raiko's Warrior égij = ;ﬁﬁ L E
h d
5 ISS ) : | &
Kocho comes back to Raiko's estate and asks Raiko's warrior for an appoint- % ¢2 %% E ¢ # ;?n( % % % i 8
— - \
ment with her lord. Kocho calls the warrior at the jo-za, and exchanges dia- L I3 £ 25 i: L A3 - N [ S
logues (mondo) with the warrior at the center of stage while standing. After \z D ) ES ° T & %E e
[mondo] ends, the warrior returns to his previous position to sit, and Kocho A A %E L % kR 7% élg B
also has a seat. - <\ Ji f‘% BN ﬁz 7 &
D N 7> D ) i D
) ® 2 (T h I3 I WA U 51 RS
Kocho Excuse me. Is anybody around? =) x O o X 2 5 Iz P
N (=]
E 5 I
Warrior May [ ask who it is? Z Z {%’ D B L \2
H Wi & - Z S R S
R = £l
Koché  Would you mind telling our lord that Kocho received medicine )SE %@ 7? 2 ;(_‘_; I% ; %
=) b
prescribed by the chief officer of the medical department? 'E‘ 2 N e D l: N e /é‘
2 o A L BT Ao
Warrior  Certainly. I will lead you to Lord Raiko when he feels better. 1% < O ) = h>
N o ° =
L b I 7 g
=t CINES ;% . -
3. Raiko's Lament ZE) E Z B I
1L n >
5 5 5  in a
Raiko appears to be suffering, leaning on an armrest on the ichijo-dai. i T D Z i
B 3 < T é
Raiko Oh, life is so fragile. Looking back, it is like a bubble that disap- A S E:
8 3 )
pears here and appears there. I float and reincarnate in this world. % g‘i v ° L
No one can understand my serious illness, just as heavy as this 5 % ]
duvet. There is no one to be blamed for this illness, so I can hold 5 X s
no grudge over it. I have to remain in bed by myself and continue < %) g
to agonize even while resting. }:*E;éf ‘}E o
K ES
2 L
el o
D 7,
X
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4. Dialogue between the warrior, Raiko, and Kocho
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The warrior appears before Raiké and humbly reports the return of Kochao.
Raiko permits her to come in his room. The warrior stands up to give his

permission to Kocho, and sits in his previous position. Kocho proceeds and
meets Raiko at the center of the stage and exits from kiritoguchi in the mid-
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dle of age-uta. The warrior also exits.
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Warrior [to Raiko] Excuse me, my lord, but Lady Kocho has returned from <
the chief doctor with prescribed medicine. D ) kY

il ’ s

Raiko Tell her to come in. & < IR
) : 2

Warrior As you order, my lord. io? ‘ ;C\
5 %=

ST R

Warrior  [to Kocho] Please come in.

HEF A YFAPEe o EN 0P mF

<

o v
P
1%

Kocho [to Raiko] Excuse me, my lord. I received your medicine from the
chief of the medical department. How do you feel today?

Raiko My soul has grown weaker since yesterday. So does my body. I am
now only waiting for my last moment.
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Kocho Please do not say such things, my lord. You have become too anx- 70 L: éﬁ

ious right now. Illness is always agony; however, it is cured most of D B A ot {% O 3 F R . R
N Z B =
the time. 7Ff%|3 =2 D 0) fif = My 2> 2 b > 3 P
np o E B o oo 0| b S
Raiko I therefore do not give up, " ° A T N L 2 % 3 H B
Try various... < %\ % %g %I‘ » SRR § ‘%:\ Z
H » ~ Z T M F n
Al /A — Jf=
Group Reciters diverse cures in day and night % {% ;E i} % ;)) );2 2 Zg % ?‘L ?
IdoallI can do. 5 2 ) % & S + E
However, my condition is so serious that JCJ-: 1\&: Iz D HF ¥ 5 | ‘ L g M=l Y
I cannot distinguish day and night. i :f &= ?’ n 5 b &£ < K‘ 5 D
Iam too sick to feel the flow of time. oz i l,{ e D 3 T ik b L
Really, there is nothing § ; > i% N % 035 Z—__ % %; g 0)0 2;
J N o

that I ca%n do to dlstrac.t myself. £ & W = il 3§ o jJ)l] X T
I can think only of my illness Eea ,g) X ) E 2 F N
and it makes me more depressed. E’ il i /N FIR (\ < Iz X
The more depression increases, B % Z D L U %3]
the more the pressure on my chest increases. 2; - b\ ’?j l‘: {? ;5) §_
k5o ik Loy °
= & B3 £h ) ]
5. Monk Enters %5 = k)\ é % 5 Z
L5 A S i
During the age-uta in the previous scene, the monk (mae-shite), who enters g Kt 1k I D -+
from behind the curtain, crosses the gangway bridge and stops at the first W < % ];i:[\ ;I:U ig
pine tree near the central stage. He recites issei, facing the front. Some cases, Ik ; It % 3 )
he enters with the music of issei. He does not don a mask (kitamen) in Bud- % 5 V) % 7 <
dhist monk costume. ° k < J58 V) :
<9 - v fq =)
Monk Though it is a beautiful night with the clear moon, misty clouds foﬁ)ﬂ &:-\ - \L: Bk \
suddenly rise in the middle of the night and hide the moon. The H % :l? {777{': VC\ §_
spirit of a spider can appear in this world and torment brilliant e }il — N I 23
warrior Raiko just as the cloud hides the moon. % 1z D X A3 N
B D =% 5 %
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6. Dialogue between Monk and Raiko % Eg ffé E‘E
b £ 3 v ) c
SR Lo A =
; iké d rudel roaches his bed. D} D » > H L 8 <
Monk (mae-shite) speaks to Raiko (¢sure) and rudely app . ) L ﬁ;k 37 f - 3 » = *
Monk recites an old poem of Princess Soto'ori in the Kokin-shu that “A spi- L Z 02 D ?i( f L: l;? 3 Hrox 1 &
der's behavior tells me that my lover will visit me tonight.” He further recites § g: % L i l; :L_. - S 5 ) % D
that “throwing thousands of spider silk...” and throws a spider web upon won- i O 5 ;)i 3) % =L T ?:CL L %[‘ i
dering Raiko to entrap him. Raiko draws his sword and slashes the monstrous % ho 40 (()\ AN > :O - 5 g 1 j: %
spider. The slashed monster runs behind the curtain during the age-uta, while ) 2 il j; - ‘Iixb o e X -
throwing silk threads. Raiko follows it part of the way, but eventually comes —;— cg ? :C) 23 [Jé o % %_E & 1 fix
back and sits on his bed with a big breath. C ff:l] © B i z © X \P) il
fé i ) oty 2 5 Vo A g
Monk Good evening, Lord Raiké. How do you feel? 1 j’ ) % F ;E D D g) t{; % ﬁ‘
- ML > o Y N 11 N
75) X ARG ‘/:—o i i
Raiko How strange it is. Why does an unfamiliar monk visit me in the F 3) 73’. % g % i) S }?i ?
middle of the night? Who on earth are you, you loathsome crea- 3 75;_\ Z g & }Zﬁ B ¥ X x 3
N S XU )
ture? f(b\ FEY N VA < L »» {; G
ras 7 h 7z % ) R
Monk Such nonsense. Your suffering is not my fault. As the old poem says WV 5 L % % mﬂ[ 2
“my husband will come tonight as the spider's behavior tells me &) ¥ X I i)i iﬁ m;k g_
so...” /) ’)) éi D " 5 AR
Z f:o i?: ¢ = 23 I 7
ider' i i identify you and & Iz Fh w - B i
Raiko Did you say the spider's behavior? I see. I did not identify y i W o D th . % e
now understand that your behavior is like that of a spider, which ) Ik i%l] X et ng = I
rudely approaches me. -~ gl% W s N - ﬁ%f N
Monk Throwing thousands of strands of silk quickly, o A ”
i iz % 7 B ° 2
H zZ F w Y 5 B
K o< & W
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strikes repeatedly without ceasing. He continues attacking and
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slashing at it. When Raiko shouts "Ou!", the monster disappears.
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MUR 5
Raiko Raiko ducks. ffé 0\'2 ?;;% i‘g’ — . tH z i
- A 331
' 3E A D T T+ D W
Monk I shall torment you! Zz ? yap % ¢ 23 =7 1
o il 18 7% Y % {Z3
Reciters  As soon as Raiko identifies that it is a monster, from the side of his f—) /:%u\ ot 2 % H
pillow he draws his sword, Hiza-maru, and slashes the monstrous E_;I_: ;E I S ] L
spider. Although the monster nimbly dodges the attack, Raiko o 4= g\ }% _bg fc)
X % ®
g‘ 7 %
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7. Hitorimusha Enters il Bk roIZ
With the music of [haya-tsuzumi], the warrior Hitorimusha (mae-waki) rush- + 5 T A ot
H
es out from the curtain and kneels down in front of Raiké (¢sure) at the center Cl: i’a'; Lji (’Z‘f %i_'
of the stage. For Tsuchigumo performed by some schools, when the person- 70 g T ’L‘Jj'f fé
ification of ground spider (mae-shite) exits with [haya-tsuzumi], the tempo S 5 X% D
of the music increases and Hitorimusha enters the stage in turn. Raikoé stays ¢ 2 gk ¥ 173
seated on the ichijo-dai and reports that he slashed the monstrous spider. N 7)) Iz A
When Hitorimusha offers to slay the monster, Raiko grants him permission. & 3:5*5\ 1t i %)”
Hitorimusha again quickly goes back behind the curtain with [haya-tsuzumi], :C) %‘t ? ‘?\ %
1. = . b} \{ﬁ
and Raiko also gravely exits. z 23 % 0 7
© (3 &
Hitorimusha I rush to your room upon hearing your shout. May I ask what 7 T NEN
happened? Y B e L N
2% =
Raiko Thank you for coming instantly. Come closer as I speak the rea- ‘{7; g ‘% ‘E;i §)
son. N ')
oL %L 3
L A B 2
o Ho5 =
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Tsuchi-gumo (Ground Spider) Story

Raiko Past midnight, an unfamiliar monk visited me and asked how I
feel. When I asked him who he was, he recited an old poem, "my
lover will visit me tonight as the spider's behavior tells me so," and
then, he suddenly transformed into a huge spider over seven feet.
It cast thousands of silk threads upon me. Yet, when I slashed it
with this sword, Hiza-maru, which was placed by my pillow, the
apparition disappears as if hiding behind the mist. I think this is
all thanks to the dignity and virtue of this sword. I therefore would
change this sword's name from Hizamaru to Kumokiri (Spider
Slasher). How mysterious this incident is!

Hitorimusha What a story! Needless to say, but both you and the swords pos-
sess such innate dignity!
Looking at the floor after the fight, it seems that the monster is
bleeding heavily. I would appreciate your permission to track the
spots of the blood to find the monster and to slay it.

Raiko Go immediately.

Hitorimusha Absolutely, my lord.

(haya-tsuzumi]

The music played by large and small hand drums, used for the entrance and
exits of performers. For exit, it is played relatively solemnly, while for en-
trance, it is played at a fast tense tempo.
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Tsuchi-gumo (Ground Spider) Story

8. The Follower of Hitorimusha Enters

With the music of [haya-tsuzumi], Hitorimusha briskly leaves the stage, and
Raiko exits gravely. Then the music suddenly increases in tempo, and the fol-
lower of Hitorimusha enters in a hurried manner. After introducing himself,
the follower reports the events of the previous night and exits while asking
his master to let him know when he goes out to slay the monster, as he wishes
to render distinguished service.

9. Hitorimusha and His Followers Enter

The ichijo-dai is put away, and a stage prop mound, which is the nest of the
ground spider (nochi-shite), is set in front of the large and small hand drums
(or on the ichijo-dai). The music of [issei] starts, and Hitorimusha (waki) in
armor enters with several followers (waki-tsure). They recite lined up on the
gangway bridge. After calling his name, Hitorimusha enters the stage during
Jjiutai, the group lines up on the right side of the stage (from waki-za to be-
fore jiutai-za), and faces the mound.

[issei]
Entrance music performed by small and large hand drums and a Japanese
flute in up-tempo.

Hitorimusha and Followers
Even a handful of soil and a branch of tree in this land belong to
the Emperor. So, there is no room for a demon to live.

Hitorimusha Now, Hitorimusha steps forward, loudly speaks to the old mound
where there dwells a ground spider,
You must hear the rumor about myself.
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It is me, Hitorimusha, who is known among the warriors serving Hg #*° - %;)R + ﬁ
Lord Raiké. Demons, ogres, evil spirits, whoever will be extermi- n %@ Wk B 5 e H X
nated. E)o 2 WX 73 L S D RCA %)
Now, this mound, {;ﬁ X 4 & 3 § B -
f/ﬁéﬁ # ) 5 18 D
Reciters  Break it down, let us demolish it, everyone! This shout of Hitorimu- ) L%, 2 + *EF 5
sha calls up his followers' courage even more. é 5 E 7;;- ?E), 7‘?
L2 F g n
7z L3 <
10. Ground Spider Enters % L
With utai, the cover around the mound (tsukurimono) is withdrawn, and the é b

H

spirit of the ground spider (nochi-shite) appears from within.

HINEE O 2
GERXRFAES T FUAGSERIH  0E

S o~y SR [, CERE LT oS E P

ANTHESHMIOFEHOTH ,rOIUNAGCEUEIFFAGISTE
o NI A R e S NS A E SRR O S H S 1y

threads, yet is surrounded by warriors and is finally slain. The ground spider

T
X
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exits either from kiritoguchi or the curtain. Hitorimusha steps me-byéshi (end-
ing steps) to close the drama. ;L
AY

1?3
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Reciters  Under the call, the warriors break the mound like a small mountain ] VC‘ D
and turn over stones. Then, the monster comes out of the bottom of ik it ZE
the mound and intimidates the warriors by breathing fire and del- &\’i J_j: R Fj'
uging them with water. Hitorimusha and his followers keep break- O j%( h.\
ing the mound without flinching, then the demon finally appears 1 %, B B
from between the mysterious rocks. F 7z \z 5
< Mo %
11. Battle of Warriors against Ground Spider and Finale 1% I 7 L
b= : I
The spirit of the ground spider (nochi-shite) calls his name in the mound and g N g; % f_i}h
casts spider silk over Hitorimusha and the other warriors who accost it. When A3 553 \F [j,: 5
Hitorimusha jumps away to avoid the attack, the ground spider appears on the V?J\ ]b\ 2 E 1z
stage from within the stage prop of the mound, and moves against the warriors 2 0 ° VAN ZAS
[hataraki], accompanied by drum music. (Some schools describe [hataraki] as < {E % ‘?)\ D
uchiai-bataraki or maibataraki.) The ground spider further resists by throwing HY Zﬁg i D %
SAE fAl ok
AN
& 0
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[hataraki)
Music performed by a drum, large and small hand drums, and a Japanese
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Yet you now try to take my life in turn?

flute, accompanied with the battle between ground spider and the warriors h ;i: i}tu 2 ek D Iz Hij
including Hitorimusha. It is a gallant and lively music, similar to maibataraki. % O\ Wk L X D IRy b e
Only the flute plays in nori time. It is also called “uchiai-bataraki’ E 2D I Ak — 0 h A
Ground Spider ‘ ° 5 6\ @ B 4
You must have no idea who I am. R O 7 B s
I am the spirit of the ground spider, B 3 2 T < — el 9
who has resided in Mount Kazuraki ¥+ X ﬁﬂ I D iE é 2
for hundreds of thousands of years. Z \» n Ao 2 % ?;-
I first tried to approach Raiko % {Lj,t ?,) % ;)) ;g
in order to disturb the world of the Emperor again. 7 -, N N 25
z
D

SRR A
ECd IS NTASCH  SoEAXEH

R OLET L OESFEFFAES (o=l FEk O o - 5w E ot

Reciters  Then Hitorimusha steps forward,

e

AN [ FEoEA

NS A ENSTFE A RIS IET;
&)

Although you live in the land of the Emperor, you have brought

LudZeen TBO) NESNEFOEH HES

HRHEFEIETEE 4EAGTDAPESONBECESH ABCES - - b

J RS

suffering to my lord. Because of your evil deeds, you have received

AV, A>ESIE 5|
CECRHIOSTENTA SR oSO ERRS (¢

z
R
H
s
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i
E
divine punishment and have been slashed by the great sword Vo < %
Hiza-maru. You now suffer, yet do not think that you are already < » 2 !
released. I will kill you! Then the group of Hitorimusha closes in to T A < % it
attack the spider. Since the monstrous spider makes thousands of lf; iy }Z\ D 7
threads and throws them upon the warriors, such strong warriors 7 {;)‘( T < 751
seem to be intimidated and fall down on the ground, caught by the o & i1 &y % on
threads on their arms and legs. gk ek & }i‘q i}]ﬁé .
"
| | 226 2 LI :
Reciters However, relying on the fact that this is the blessed land protected WoR 3 7{% I I 2
by the deities and ruled by the Emperor, the warriors surround WS H R T X & »
the vengeful spirit of the ground spider to cut off its line of retreat. DS s ¥ iy &l z
o . I T g 3 T A
When they attack it in full force, the monster appears to be slightly ko 1z N <
intimidated by the glare of swords. They take the chance to cut and D %ﬁ: F L 4, D)
slash the monster, and finally sever its neck. In jubilation, the war- " Iz 1 & = Yl 7z
-
riors then return to Kyoto. R S ) Voo, +

BESGR— & )L A thagg.cam -10 - http:// Wwww.the-noh.com



Tsuchi-gumo (Ground Spider)

Synopsis

To Minamoto no Raiko, who is ill in bed, his servant Kocho comes bringing prescribed
medicine. However, his illness becomes more and more serious.

Deep in the night after Kocho leaves, an unknown monk visits the bedridden Raiko and inquires
about his condition. Suspicious, Raiko asks the name of the monk, and the monk approaches Raiko
reciting a poem in the Kokin-shi, "my love will visit me tonight, because a spider..." Looking closely,
Raiko finds that it is a monstrous spider. Although the spider spins out thousands of silk threads
to tie Raiko up, from his pillow side Raiko takes the great sword Hiza-maru, which has been passed
down within the Genji clan. When he draws the sword and cuts the monster, the spider monk
disappears instantly.

Hitorimusha, a warrior who serves Raiko, hears the commotion and rushes to Raiko's room with
many of his followers. Raiko tells about the event and announces that he will change the name of the
great hereditary sword from Hiza-maru to Kumokiri (Spider Slasher). Then Raikoé tells Hitorimusha
to exterminate the monstrous spider as he could not give it a death blow.

Hitorimusha and other servants follow the blood spots of the monstrous ground spider to an old
mound, which seems to be the nest of the spider. The ground spider appears when they demolish
the mound. The ground spider gives them troubles with its silk threads. However, Hitorimusha's
entourage encircle it in strength and finally slay it.

Highlight

Minamoto no Raiko was the chief of the Seiwa Genji clan in the mid-Heian period. He was
also famous as a demon slayer. In addition to Tsuchi-gumo, other noh dramas such as Oeyama
and Rashomon also refer to the legends of Raiko. However, the feature of these stories is that it
is not Raiko himself but his warriors, such as Raikd's Four Great Warriors (Watanabe no Tsuna,
Sakata no Kintoki, Usui no Sadamitsu, Urabe no Suetake) or Hitorimusha, who play the role of the
monster slayer. The origin of the legends of Raiko seems to derive from the stories of great swords
inherited by the Genji clan. In Tsuchigumo, the episode of the renaming of Hiza-maru as Kumokiri
is introduced.

The highlight of Tsuchigumo is the scene in which the shite throws spider threads made of
Japanese paper. It is said that the current performance which throws a number of threads is created
by the grand master of the Kongoh school in the early Meiji period. The parabolic arch of the spider
thread flying in the air contains strong entertainment value and is visually spectacular.

This noh drama increases in liveliness when the balance is maintained between three roles:
shite, who performs an eerie monster in maeba; Raiko, who has to show the nobleness and dignity
as the chief of the Genji clan; and Hitorimusha, who is the main character in the slaying of the
monster.
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Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

Number of scenes
Length

the fifth group of noh; kirinoh-mono; hataraki-mono

Unknown

Yatai-bon, Heike-monogatari (Tale of the Heike) “Tsurugi no Maki (Story of a Sword)”

Autumn (July)

maeba (first half of the drama) Sickbed of Minamoto no Raikd in Kyoto, between daytime and late night.
nochiba (second half of the drama) An old mound in the outskirts of Kyoto; the nest of the ground spider
(maeba) an ichijo-dai (a wooden frame 6 feet in length, 3 feet 4 inches in width, and 8 inches in height,
covered with gorgeous cloth) at the waki-za.

(nochiba) a mound in front of small and large hand drums.

mae-shite  (first half lead part) Monk (no mask)

nochi-shite  (second half lead part) The spirit of ground spider
mae-tsure  (first half companion of shite) Minamoto no Raikd
mae-tsure  Kocho

mae-tsure A warrior of Raiko

mae-waki  (first half supporting cast) A warrior of Raikd (Hitorimusha )
nochi-waki  (second half supporting cast) Hitorimusha

ai-kyogen  (interluding cast) A follower of Hitorimusha

(nochi-shite) Shikami.
(mae-tsure) a mask for tsure, such as Koomote

(mae-shite) shamon-béshi (a hood for high-class monks), mizugoromo, kitsuke /atsuita, white 6kuchi, koshi-
obi,

and Buddhist prayer beads

(nochi-shite) a headband with color, long red wig, awase-happi (lined happi-style kimono), kitsuke /atsuita,
hangiri (a type of hakama), koshi-obi, and a stick for beating

(tsure: Raiko) black kazaori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), choken, kitsuke / atsuita, white ékuchi, koshi-
obi,and a fan

(tsure: Kocho) kazura, kazura-obi, karaoriin kinagashi style, kitsuke/ surihaku, and a fan

(mae-waki) samurai-eboshi, kake-hitatare (tops of hitatare style kimono for warriors), kitsuke/atsuita, white
o6kuchi, koshi-obi, a small sword, and a fan

(nochi-waki) a white headband, sobatsugi, kitsuke/atsuita a white dkuchi, koshi-obi, and a sword
(waki-tsure) the same as nochi-waki

(tomo) tops and bottoms of sué (unlined hemp kimono for warrior’s daily wear), kitsuke / noshime without
patterns, a small sword, a fan, and a regular sword

two
1 hour
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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